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                                    Compiled for the Companion by Tom Zebehazy 

 
Charles S. Fessler: Charles was working at Fisher Body before enlisting in the U.S. Army Air Force 
on April 16, 1942. After two months of basic training, he went to Oxnard, CA for two months of 
Primary Flight Training in a Stearman Biplane. He did basic flight training in Taft, CA and also was 
trained as a B-17 mechanic in Hobbs, NM. He continued his flight training in Lamesa, TX and 
graduated as a Liaison Pilot M/SGT. He did advanced training in Statesboro, GA and departed for 
overseas duty in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater on May 15, 1944. His military unit was the 164th Liaison 
Squadron – 1st Commando Group India & Burma.  
 

His rear base was in Asansol, India, about a 100 miles from Calcutta. Their planes were Stinson 
Vultees that were shipped in crates and had to be assembled at the base. From there he flew into 
Burma to support British and Indian troops by flying wounded soldiers from the front lines to medical 
facilities.  
 

Charles experienced two forced landings. One was on a country road half way to Calcutta when his 
plane caught fire and the cockpit was filling with smoke. During the landing the wingtips were sheared 
off on trees. 

         
 

His second memorable experience was during a flight from Burma back to India. They were flying in 
loose formation and the lead pilot got lost going over the mountains. His group of 4-5 planes landed 
on the shore of the Chindwin River in Burma. Unfortunately, their wheels sunk into the sand and they 
were not able to takeoff and were stranded for 3 days. Supplies and tar paper were air dropped to 
make a temporary runway and their passengers and luggage were loaded on PBY Catalina Flying 
Boats so that they would be light enough to takeoff. 
 

Charles left India in September 1945 and was discharged on Oct. 30. He flew over 700 flight hours 
and still has his flight log book. He was awarded the Air Medal with 3 bronze oak leaf clusters, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross with 1 oak leaf cluster, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 2 bronze 
battle stars and three overseas service bars. 
 
Charles retired form Chevy Engineering in 1980. He held jobs as a body draftsman, drafting 
supervisor and truck design engineer. After his retirement at 59, he went to work at DIE until he was 
62 years old. 
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Jerry Stocking: While still in high school at age 

17, Jerry enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps as an 

Aviation Cadet. Upon turning 18, he was 

transported by train to Miami, FL for basic training. 

  

After basic training, Jerry transferred to Kent State 

University for intense science and math courses and 

was introduced to flying small light planes. During 

this phase of training, two of Jerry’s classmates 

were killed, along with their instructors, in a mid-air 

collision due to pilot error. 

 

His next assignment was in San Antonio, TX for 

preflight training, discipline, mechanics, weather, 

navigation and flying aptitude testing. Six weeks 

later he was assigned to Uvalde, TX for primary 

flight schooling flying the Fairchild Cadet PT17. It 

was here that Jerry learned the importance of the 

proper use of his equipment. His instructor was 

showing him some basic aerobatic moves and Jerry 

had neglected to tighten his seat belt enough. The 

instructor inverted the open cockpit plane and left 

him hanging with his feet over his head for some 

Time. He learned his lesson.  

 

 
 

  

Jerry’s next stop was Eagle Pass, TX where he was introduced to a completely different plane; the North 

American AT6 Texan 650 hp Radial Engine. It had a full instrument panel, enclosed cockpit, retractable 

landing gear and was quite a change from what he had been flying. It was here that he was introduced to 

flying tight formations, cross country navigation, night flying and continued aerobatics. 

 

For advance flight training, Jerry was sent to Altus, OK where he was introduced to the Cessna Bobcat 

UC78, a twin engine aircraft. They called it the ‘balsa bomber.’ His training included formations, radio range 

navigation, night cross country, and as always, strict discipline. Two weeks before he received his wings, the 

landing gear collapsed while he was shooting night landings. He completed his training and received his 

commission and wings as a U.S. Army Air Force pilot. 

 

Jerry was assigned to Ellington Field in Houston where he was attached to the Training Command. He acted 

as both pilot and co-pilot flying the Twin Beech AT-7. He flew advance course navigation students day or 

night and rain or shine. It was here that he received a commercial pilot license. He was discharged on Nov. 7, 

1945 and received American, Victory and Good Conduct Medals. Jerry spent his entire career at Chevrolet in 

Special Products. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____ 

 

***Pride and Honor Flight is a one day event to fly WWII veterans to Washington, D.C. to tour the 

memorial constructed in honor of their service to our country, as well as other monuments. The flight, tours 

and meals are provided free to the WWII veterans who have never been to the memorial before. There is a 

flight coming up in the April/May timeframe. If you are a WWII veteran and would like to attend, I (Tom) 

will be willing to make arrangements for everyone. Call Tom Zebehazy on 248-370-0797 or send an e-mail 

to tomzeb2@aol.com and I will send you an application.                                                                                                   



 4 

 The EIGHT MISSING Presidents   (PER DAVE SEARS) 
  
    When thinking about our first Presidents, I'm sure that George  Washington comes to mind.  But think back to your 
history books - The United States declared its independence in 1776, yet Washington did not take office until April 30,  
1789. So who was running the country during these initial years of this young country? It was the first eight U. S. 
Presidents. 
  
    In fact, the first President of the United States was one John Hanson.  I can hear you now - John who? John Hanson, 
the first President of the United States. Don't go checking the encyclopedia for this guy's name - he is one of those great 
men that are lost to history. If you're extremely lucky, you may actually find a brief mention of his name. 
 

 The new country was actually formed on March 1, 1781 with the adoption of The Articles of Confederation. This 
document was actually proposed on June 11, 1776, but not agreed upon by Congress until November 15, 1777.  
 Maryland refused to sign this document until Virginia and New York ceded their western lands (Maryland was afraid that 
these states would gain too much power in the new government from such large amounts of land).  Once the signing took 
place in 1781, a President was needed to run the country. 
  
 John Hanson was chosen unanimously by Congress (which included George Washington). In fact, all the other potential 
candidates refused to run against him, as he was a major player in the revolution and an extremely influential member of 
Congress. 
  
 As the first President, Hanson had quite the shoes to fill. No one had ever been President and the role was poorly 
defined. His actions in office would set precedent for all future Presidents. 
  
 He took office just as the Revolutionary War ended. Almost immediately, the troops demanded to be paid. As would be 
expected after any long war, there were no funds to meet the salaries. As a result, the soldiers threatened to overthrow 
the new government and put Washington on the throne as a monarch. 
  
 All the members of Congress ran for their lives, leaving Hanson as the only guy left running the government. He some-
how managed to calm the troops down and hold the country together. If he had failed, the government would have fallen 
almost immediately and everyone would have been bowing to King Washington. 
  
 Hanson, as President, ordered all foreign troops off American soil, as well as the removal of all foreign flags. This was 
quite the feat, considering the fact that so many European countries had a stake in the United States since the days 
following Columbus. Hanson established the Great Seal of the United States, which all Presidents have since been  
 required to use on all official documents. President Hanson also established the first Treasury Department, the first 
Secretary of War, and the first Foreign Affairs Department. 
  
 Lastly, he declared that the fourth Thursday of every November was to be Thanksgiving Day, which is still true today. The 
Articles of Confederation only allowed a President to serve a one year term during any three year period, so Hanson 
actually accomplished quite a bit in such little time. 
  
 Seven other presidents were elected after him - 
 1. Elias Boudinot (1782-83), 
 2. Thomas Mifflin (1783-84), 
 3. Richard Henry Lee (1784-85), 
 4. John Hancock (1785-86), 
 5. Nathan Gorman (1786-87), 
 6. Arthur St.Clair (1787-88), and 
 7. Cyrus Griffin (1788-89) - 
 ....all prior to Washington’s taking office. 
  
 So what happened? 
  
 Why don't we hear about the first eight presidents? It's quite simple -- The Articles of Confederation didn't work well. The 
individual states had too much power and nothing could be agreed upon. A new doctrine needed to be written - something 
we know as the Constitution. 
  
 And that leads us to the end of our story. George Washington was definitely not the first President of the United States. 
He was the first President of the United States under the Constitution we follow today. And the first eight Presidents are 
forgotten in history. 
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    50/50 WI��ERS 

 
  

       THIRD PLACE:  MARIE A�D MAL HA�SO�          SECO�D A�D FIRST PLACES:  TOM SIMPSO� 

                                                                                                                              (With 50-50 team, Elsie Mize and Dave Dolby)  
 

 

   FIRST TIMER                          SHIRT WI��ERS 
 

 

  

 

   JIM  MACHAK                                                        DICK WEIDE�BACH  (also Gail Abke and Norma Stevens) 



 6 

 

MINUTES: of the 97th CERC Board meeting held at 
the Gazebo Banquet Center on October 13, 2009.  
Issued 21OC09. 

In attendance were Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Dick 
Verduyn, Pat Carollo, Alan Thebert, Jack Bucchare, 
Ray Culbertson, Mal Hanson, Joe Orlando, Barbara 
Zynda, & Carol Walker. 

The meeting was called to order by President Gil 
Opaleski at 1:32 PM. 

The reading of the August minutes was dispensed 
with, in that they (The Minutes) were published in 
the October issue of the Companion. All members 
present agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

President Opaleski reported that he and Pat Carollo 
visited George Miotke and presented him with a 
certificate making him a permanent member. He 
was deeply honored and accepted the certificate. 
He and Patricia appeared in good health and were 
very grateful for our visit. We hope that his health 
condition improves enough for him to attend our 
activities. 
 
Next order of old business was the Christmas 
Party. Reporting were Barbara Zynda and Carol 
Walker. They shared several details of their plans 
with us among which was the proposed menu, a 3-
hour open bar, a general room arrangement, there 
will be NO reserve seating arrangement, how the 
prizes were to be handled, the Gazebo parking 
situation, etc. 
 
The Board was reminded by the president that their 
record retention reports were to be turned in. 
 
ELECTION RESULTS -- Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, 
Dick Verduyn and Pat Carollo were re-elected as 
officers for 2010 by the attending members 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Gil Opaleski requested $200.00 as a gift for the 
Veterans for Christmas. The board approved.. 
 
REPORTS: 
Vice President Ed Verduin had nothing to report. 
 
Secretary Carollo had nothing to report. 
 

Treasurer Dick Verduyn presented a 6-page written 
report which showed a beginning balance of $9837 
and an ending balance of $9597 for the period 
covering 11AU09 thru 12OC 09. 
Companion Editor presented a written report which 
included 1. A financial breakdown; 2. A tentative 
schedule of dates relative to the December 
Companion; 3. Content and formal items for the 
Board review; 4. Hardcopy hold list at 57. 
 
Webmaster Jack Bucchare discussed his upcoming 
resignation. The web site will close if no one 
volunteers to take it over. The Board recommended 
that he makes this appeal on the website and in the 
Companion.  
 
Luncheon Chairman Ray Culbertson presented a 
written report which showed that 164 members 
were present and also reported that $206 was 
taken in by the 50/50 Raffle for a net total gain of 
$66 to the CERC Treasury. 
 
Membership Chairman Joe Orlando presented a 
written report showing CERC membership now at 
587. New member added was Ken Deer. 
 
Store Chairman Mal Hanson presented a written 
report of the CERC Store inventory. Mal was given 
the Board authorization to increase the shirt 
inventory. 
 
The 50/50 Raffle winners were: (3rd) - Mal Hanson; 
(2nd) Tom Simpson; (1st) Tom Simpson. Yes, you’re 
reading this right; Tom Simpson won 1st & 2nd. 
That’s a first! 
 
The Polo Shirt winners were: Dick Weidenbach; 
Norma Stevens; & Gail Abke. That’s also a first! 
Two ladies are winners. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Pat Carollo is to search through our records to 
determine if we ever discussed the subject of 
selling ads in our newsletter. 
 
Pat Carollo is also to find out if our club ever had 
celebration recognitions for any club members. 
 
Mal Hanson is to find out what the costs are for a 
new shirt purchase. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:01 PM. 
 
(Pat Carollo, Secretary) 
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O�E AWFUL DAY!! 
 

Editorial Note:  Don Hoffman 

gave me this copy of the 1984 

“Valentine’s Day massacre” of 

CEC  letter.  I’d not seen it 

before this, my having retired as 

GMUTS Chairman two weeks 

earlier. 

 

OPE� I�VITATIO� 

 
Our February, 2010 CERC 

luncheon will be near the 

26
th
 anniversary of this 

notification letter.  What 

did the “reshaping” of GM 

(and specifically of Chevy) 

mean to you at that time 

and overall?  Your career 

expectations and for real; 

your family situation; a net 

good or not so good end 

result? 

 

Are you willing to share a 

brief part of your story, 

whether happy or other-

wise, with the CERC 

membership?  If desired, 

any personal identity info 

can be withheld from its 

appearance in the 

Companion.  Just think of 

this as a conversation with 

a caring friend whom you 

trust.   Send it directly to 

Al Thebert (see Page 18 

for email and USPS info). 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

      EXERCISE FOR PEOPLE OVER 50                                             
 

       Begin by standing on a comfortable surface, where you have plenty of room at each side.   With a 5-lb 

potato bag in each hand, extend your arms straight out from your sides and hold them there as long as you can.  

Try to reach a full minute, and then relax. 

      Each day you'll find that you can hold this position for just a bit longer. After a couple of weeks, move up to 

10-lb potato bags.   

      Then try 50-lb potato bags and then eventually try to get to where you can lift a 100-lb potato bag in each 

hand and hold your arms straight for more than a full minute. (I'm at this level.)   After you feel confident at that 

level, put a potato in each bag.                          (From DFH, in FL) 
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CERC CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Tuesday, December 8

th
, 2009 

 

At the Gazebo, 13 Mile & Mound Road 

Doors open 11:00 am (to 4:00 pm) 

Open bar – 11:30 to 2:30 

Music by Wally Duda; Dining & Dance 
 

Buffet dinner service 12 5oon 
 

$25.00 per person 
 

Sliced Choice Top Round w/Gravy  

Deep Fried Icelandic Cod 

Chicken Supreme; boneless filet, Parmesan Herb Sauce & Mushrooms 

Roasted Anna Potatoes 

Green Beans Almondine 

Tossed Salad, Veggie Tray w/Dip 

Rolls & Butter 

Fresh Fruit Tray 

Coffee, Hot Tea, Milk 

Deluxe Frosted Desert Cake 
 

Reservations due by December 1
st
, 2009;  5o refund after December 2

nd
. 

 

Checks payable to:  CERC PARTY 

        P.O. Box 58 

        Warren, MI  48090 
 

There will be no advance table reservations. 
 

Overflow parking use 5ational City Bank lot, 1
st
 drive 5. of Gazebo, pull 

     around toward dumpsters near 13 Mile Road. 
 

Voluntary give-one-to-get-one gift exchange; $5-$7 range; tag for M or F.   
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Terrry Dowhan                         Carl Vogel               “Lucky” Tom Simpson       Joe Manierski 
 

                                                                         

 
       Mary Monden                                 Linn Peterson      Jack Underwood  ?               John Stier 
 

 
     Dan Kavanaugh                                        George Bartz                                     Jay Knight    
 

          

         Mike Nelson                        Marv Haps          Werner Baumgartner       Carl Wellenkotter 
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          DECEASED: 

DO� SOMERS passed away on 

September 19, 2009, too late to be so 

noted in the October Companion, which 

did include mention of Don’s ongoing 

illness, plus a front page sticker noting 

Don’s death.  Following cremation of his 

body, a memorial mass was offered on 

Friday, October 2, 2009. Mass attendees 

were then invited by Don’s family to a 

reception in honor of Don’s life and 

activities.   In recognition of Don’s CERC 

contributions (until mid-2009 Don served 

as CERC Secretary) as well as his all-

around work ethic at Chevrolet and his 

civic activities, this Somers family photo 

was requested for this page.   (Editor) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SMITTIE DE��ISO� (aka Myrna Fae) died in California August 21, 2009, of cancer, as 20 year wife of 

Robert Schafer.  Smittie was a trophy winning skier as well as an artist good enough to paint on commission.  

She favored clowns and landscapes, but also did portraits and pets.  She was passionate about sports cars, likely 

driving her Corvette to California.  While at CEC, Smittie worked for Bob Harvey, Metallurgy/Materials. 

(This info from Elaine Belich) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MIKE CAMPBELL passed away July 27, 2009, of small cell lung cancer.   Mike began his GM career as a 

welder at GM Truck and last worked as a GM design engineer.  Mike was the son-in-law of Mary and Chuck 

Halpin, CERC member, who submitted this info. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. “BER�IE” PEARSO� died July 1
st
, 2009, of lymphoma complications.   Bernie began work as a 

draftsman at Chevrolet in 1947, after having served as a U.S. Navy Hellcat pilot.  He retired in 1982 as a Body 

Group Staff Engineer, with 35 years of GM service.  He was an avid golfer, bowler, and hunter, per CERC 

member Chuck Nusser’s wife Gloria, Bernie’s sister. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

ILL�ESS: 

 AL KRO�: happened to call Al today (09NO) and was shocked to find out he has been diagnosed with 

cancer of the esophagus. He found out in August and has been receiving Chemo. He is scheduled to be operated 

on in December. Thats all the info I have for now.  Joe Manierski. 
 

DICK WIEDE�BACH’S wife Lucille advises that Dick’s respiratory problems necessitate his using 

oxygen at times, and cause difficulty in speaking.  He was pleased to have been a polo shirt winner, and his 

daughter has emailed a photo of Dick wearing the shirt.  They have moved in with their daughter Analiase, and 

would appreciate receiving notes or cards at the daughter’s address, 2454 Lindsay Lane, Grand Blanc, MI 

48439.  Dick’s Letter To CERC:  Greetings from Grand Blanc, Michigan.  Late response; medical problems last 3 years.  Elated to 

hear from old-time friends and very enthused about nice letter from Jerry Lach.  I remember all my friends and fellow workers from 

CEC as shown by 35 years of never missing a day of work.  I remember all my fellow workers very fondly.  We had a very close 

relationship at work, and we had a rapport working relationship that will always be remembered.  I remember all my fellow workers 

fondly and wish them nothing but good luck and good health and maybe we can meet sometime in the future at the retirees club.  

Thank you for all the wishes for a speedy recovery.  Your fellow employee, Dick Weidenbach    (Photo on page 5) 
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   Jerry Nagel                    Ed Kaczorowski                       Joan Kaczorowski                    Jewell Nagel 
 

          

     Billy Clarke                        Carl Diegel               Ernie Kracht                              Fred Frincke 
 

    
            Jerry Kwais                               John Jonas                       Tom Zebehazy                      Guy LaFalce 
 

    

     Paul Huzzard            Gene Babcock         Don Burry                  Richard Zalar               Marion Teske      
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          (Jackie Olinger, aboard USS Lexington) 
                   

Hi: I don't see why we should hide our 
Christian beliefs.. I certainly tell the 
world about my Christian faith in God and 

his son our savior Jesus Christ. 

   I applaud these guys....Jackie 
 
 

The first food and drink consumed on the 

moon was the reserved sacrament of 

communion. At first, it was kept secret. 

To mark the 40th anniversary of the 
first Apollo moon landing, Bosco Peters 

has posted the details of this 

Christian act of worship 235,000 miles 

from the earth. The First Communion 

on the Moon is now one of The Episcopal 

Church's 'lesser feasts and fasts', 

he writes. 
 

On Sunday July 20, 1969 the first people 

landed on the moon.  Neil Armstrong and 

Buzz Aldrin were in the lunar lander 

which touched down at 3:17 Eastern 

Standard Time.  Buzz Aldrin had with him 

the Reserved Sacrament.  He radioed: 

Houston , this is Eagle.  This is the LM 

pilot speaking. I would like to request a 

few moments of silence.  I would like to 
invite each person listening in, whoever 

or wherever he may be, to contemplate for 

a moment the events of the last few 

hours, and to give thanks in his own 

individual way. 

 

Later he wrote: In the radio blackout, I 
opened the little plastic packages which 
contained the bread and the wine.  I 

poured the wine into the chalice our 

church had given me.  In the one-sixth 

gravity of the moon, the wine slowly 

curled and gracefully came up the side of 

the cup.  Then I read the Scripture, I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Whosoever 
abides in me will bring forth much fruit.   

I had intended to read my communion 

passage back to earth, but at the last 

minute Deke Slayton had requested that I 

not do this.  NASA was already embroiled 

in a legal battle with Madelyn Murray 

OHare, the celebrated opponent of 

religion, over the Apollo 8 crew reading 
from Genesis while orbiting the moon at 
Christmas.  I agreed reluctantly, as the 

Eagle metal body creaked.  I ate the tiny 

Host and swallowed the wine.  I gave 

thanks for the intelligence and spirit 

that had brought two young pilots to the 

Sea of Tranquility.  It was interesting 

for me to think: the very first liquid 

ever poured on the moon, and the very 

first food eaten there, were the 

communion elements. 

 

'NASA kept this secret for two decades.  

The memoirs of Buzz Aldrin and the 

Tom Hanks Emmy-winning HBO mini-series, 

From the Earth to the Moon (1998), 

made people aware of this act of 

Christian worship 235,000 miles from 

Earth. 
 

 

 

Subject: Truisms (of a sort) by some 

interesting folk: 

 

Sometimes, when I look at my children, I 

say to myself, 'Lillian, you should have 

remained a virgin.'  - Lillian Carter  

<><> 

I had a rose named after me and I was 

very flattered. But I was not pleased to 

read the description in the catalog: 'No 

good in a bed, but fine against a wall.' 

- Eleanor Roosevelt 

<><> 
Last week, I stated this woman was the 

ugliest woman I had ever seen. I have 

since been visited by her sister, and now 

wish to withdraw that statement.                 

- Mark Twain 

<><> 

The secret of a good sermon is to have a 

good beginning and a good ending; and to 

have the two as close together as 

possible.   - George Burns 

<><> 

Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit 

people only once a year.  - Victor Borge 

<><> 

Be careful about reading health books. 
You may die of a misprint. - Mark Twain 

<><> 

By all means, marry. If you get a good 

wife, you'll become happy; if you get a 

bad one, you'll become a philosopher. 

  - Socrates 
____________________________________________________ 
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          Gerry Nagel                            Jewell Nagel                  Don Pais                              Al Chew 
 

 

 Warren Galbraith           Jack Braden              Earl Bloomingburg            Tony Kudela                 Denny Davis 
 

      

     John Watters                                   John Finegan                   Len Sitek                                   Ralph Eikamp 
 

 

    
Carl Dobrzynski     Bob Layher            Paul Billion           Tony Feda, Jr.                Ramona and Frank Andrews 
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This is George’s letter, a copy to each CERC 

Board member, which nicely expresses our 

common pride of having been CEC employees, 

and the contribution of CEC women.  (Editor)  
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      Chuck Combs                            Lydia Combs                         Cecil Bauer  Ed Johnson 
 

  
      Margherita Wiszowati                                            Rich Wiszowati   Nancy Bernhardt 
 

    
   Phyllis MacLeod                           Carol Walker                       Ray Krupa                          Ida Lucido 
 

 
           Duane Rushlow                                        Bud Medford                                            Howard Charlick 
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CERC’S WWII Veterans: 
Contact Tom Zebehazy, 248 370-0797, 
tomzeb2@aol.com   

NEW MEMBERS: 
Deer, Ken and Judy                                586 264-7466 
8552 Charles Ct. 
Sterling Hts., MI 48312 
deerken@gmail.com 

(Our new CERC Webmaster) 
 

Farner, Karen                                     586 412-1255 
41404 Greenspire Dr. 
Clinton Twpl, MI 48038-5863 
karenfarner@aol.com 
 

Machak, Jim and Kathy                            586 336-9550  
4900 Raap Rd. 
Bruce Twp., MI 48065 
mjimay@aol.com 
 
Schwartz, Georgia                                   586 222-6291 
38559 Old Dominion Dr; 
Clinton Twp., MI 48038 
gishwartz@ymail.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HELP CUT MAILING COSTS 
Try the online Companion, in color and better resolution than this B & W mailed copy.  
All it takes is a call or email to me: Al Thebert, 586 786-6611, althebert@comcast.net. 
 

   
 
 

AND OUR THANKS TO JACK BUCCHARE,    OUR ABLE CERC 

WEBMASTER SINCE 2003, THE GUY WHO STARTED OUR ONLINE STORY. 
 
Subject:  HOW TO CALL THE POLICE IF YOU ARE OLD 
  George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi was going up to bed, when his wife told him that he'd left the light  on in the garden shed, which she could see 
from the bedroom window.   
  George opened the back door to go turn off the light, but saw that there were people in the shed stealing things.  He phoned the police, who asked 'Is 
someone in your house?' He said 'No.' Then they said 'All patrols were busy. You should lock your doors and an officer will be along when one is 
available.'  
  George said, 'Okay'. He hung up the phone and counted to 30.  Then he phoned the police again.  'Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because 
there were people stealing things from my shed. Well, you don't have to worry about them now because I just shot them.' and hung up.   
  Within five minutes, six Police Cars, a SWAT Team, a Helicopter, two Fire Trucks, a Paramedic, and an Ambulance showed up at the Phillips' 
residence, and caught the burglars red-handed.  One of the Policemen said to George, I thought you said that you shot them!'  
  George said, 'I thought you said there was nobody available!'  (True Story) 

SEND ANY UPDATES OF THE CERC MEMBER 
DIRECTORY TO: Joe Orlando,  P.O. Box 58, 
Warren, MI 48090: SEND COMPANION ITEMS TO; 
Al Thebert, at addresses on Page 18. 

NEW PHONE or EMAIL: 
BAUMGARTNER,  Werner                     586 716-1896 
        

MARTENS, Dave                    
atinkersdam@gmail.com 
_____________________________________________ 
 

2010 DUES REMINDER 
PLEASE PAY ASAP  DURING ’09? 

$15 FOR SINGLE OR COUPLE  
By check to:  CERC Dues, PO Box 58, 
   Warren, MI 48090 
 

Why not your photo in the Companion? 
1.  Name tag not visible, and I don’t know 
everyone yet (sent to E. Staff in 1970).  Try 
to wear the tag shoulder high?  2. Roaming 
photogs doing candids missed you. (Our loss) 
 

HEERRRE’S  KEN!  (New CERC Webmaster) 
 

Ken Deer hired into Chevrolet Engineering in 1967 as a GMI student. He graduated in 1972 as a 
Mechanical Engineer, and began work in the Emission Building behind the main engineering Lab.  
Over the years he has worked in Engineering Lab, Heating & Air conditioning, Certification, 
Emission Compliance, GM Engine Division, GM Powertrain, Energy center, and Energy 
Integration. Ken retired in November 2008 with 41 years of service. His interests are many 
including, gardening, travel, genealogy and computers.  He has a wife, Judy and three married 
children who have blessed him with 5 grandchildren 
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  Dwight Bliss                        Dan Crawford           Larry Lang                Joe Orlando           Vern Brown 
 

      

    Ed Pulcer                      Lee Hedeen                         Bill Fischbach                 Carl Rust 
 

     

         Mike and Geri Leash                   Diane and Pat Suhy                             Will Hepner 
 

                

                Alice Davis                 Lana Price                     Ken Milne                    Howard Daenzer   
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2009 CERC OFFICERS 

 

President   Vice President 
Gil Opaleski   Rev. Ed Verduin 
4789 Lorwood Dr  28076 Palomino Ave. 
Smiths Creek, MI 48074              Warren,  MI 48093  
(810) 989-2564                          (586) 558-4519 
Opaleski401@comcast.net    
                               reveddievee@wowway.com                                       
 
Treasurer          Secretary 
Dick Verduyn          Pat Carollo                         
41841 Pond View Dr             14243 Lakeshore 
Strl Hts, MI 48314          Sterling Hts, MI 48313 
(586) 739-4488                      (586) 247-4477 
verduyn@aol.com      patcarollo@wowway.com 

 

COMMITTEES 

    Webmaster  
Companion Editor        Jack Bucchare 
Alan Thebert         2555 Marissa Way 
11826 Forest Glen Ln           Shelby Twp, MI 48316     
Shelby Twp., MI 48315         (248) 608-2598 
(586) 786-6611            jbucchare@sbcglobal.net  
althebert@comcast.net   
    Store Sales 
Luncheon            Mal Hanson 
Ray Culbertson  30151 Barbary Ct 
44117 Dylan            Warren, MI 48093 
Strl Hts, MI 48314  (586) 751-0865 
(586) 323-1292             hansonm9@comcast.net 
rayandrosetta@sbcglobal.net    
    Membership 
Golf Outing   Joe Orlando 
Jack Braden   2057 Shady Dr 
876 Edgemont Park  Warren, MI 48092 
GrPte Park, MI 48230 (586) 751-8592 
(586) 786-0572               jporlando@comcast.net  

 
50/50 Raffle   50/50 Raffle 
Elsie Mize   Dave Dolby 
36844 Arlene Dr           1835 Spring Grove Dr 
Strl Hts, MI 48310  Blmfd Hls, MI 48304 
(586) 979-9792  (248) 853-5963 
            davidadolby@aol.com 
Christmas Party 
Barbara Zynda         GM Retiree Relations 
4819 Stelwell Dr             Ms Pam Flores 
Warren, MI 48092      300 Renaissance Center 
(586) 751-8806                    Detroit, MI 48265-300 
ZyndaB@aol.com              (313) 667-1420 
 

 

 

 

NEXT CERC LUNCHEON MEETING 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

Date:          Tuesday, December 8, 2009 
Where:           The Gazebo Banquet Center 
           
          FULL DETAILS ON PAGE 8 
             

 
 

OPEN BAR   11:30 TO 2:30 
 
 
 

SPECIAL PARTY MENU 
 
 

SEE PAGE 8 
 
 
 
 
 

CERC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name: _________________________________ 
 
Spouse: _______________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ 
 
State: _____________ Zip Code: ___________ 
 
Home Phone: ___________________________ 
 
Email Address: __________________________ 
 
If you change address seasonally, you must so advise 
your local P.O. to forward mail.  Advise CERC (Joe 
Orlando) of all other changes, at CERC, P.O. Box 58, 
Warren, MI 48090. 
 
I worked at/for CEC, 19 ___ to 19 ___ 
 
CEC Dep’t.: ___________Site______________ 
 
Retired from GM: 19 ____Where?___________ 
 

Group/Div.______________________________  
 

Yearly Dues $15.00 (Jan 1
st
 to Dec 31

st
) 

To be paid by Feb. 28, 2010!!  
Make “DUES” check payable to CERC 

Send to Dues, P.O. Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 


