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CERC BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2011 

- This was the 104th  Luncheon and meeting held at the Gazebo. 

-In attendance were: Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Ray Culbertson, 

Dick Verduyn, Pat Carollo, Alan Thebert, Joe Orlando and Mal 

Hanson.  The meeting was called to order by President, Gil 

Opaleski at 1:30 PM. 

The October Board Minutes were accepted as published in the 

December issue of the Companion. 

OLD BUSINESS 

-President Gil reminded all Board members to maintain their 

data, and to submit to him a memo briefly explaining the data 

retention method and general content! 

NEW BUSINESS 

-Regarding the fine pictorial Officers and Committee people 

sheet which Dick Verduyn produces, Gil requested that it be 

brought up-to-date correcting a minor error. 

-President Gil displayed a letter he received from Veterans 

Hospital thanking the club for its $200 Christmas donation. 

-President Gil distributed a proposed list of a Christmas Party 

Chairperson’s responsibilities. We went over about 14 items, 

carefully examining their content and making revisions thereto.  

A revised list will be prepared for the Board’s approval. 

-We briefly discussed the cost vs price factors relative to the 2010   

Christmas party. The discussion led into firming up the 2011 

Christmas Party date and menu responsibility, upon which Dick 

Verduyn will follow. 

-Pat Carollo asked the Board if they were fully in agreement with 

raising the price of the luncheons to $12. The Board voted yes, 

with one nay vote! Also Jack Turner had in his possession 

photographs given to him by Paul King. Paul had a photo made 

of CEC people and placed them on index cards. He gave them to 

Jack Turner who turned them over to me for safe keeping in the 

CERC Memorabilia. The collection now is with Alan Thebert 

who may use some of them in the Companion. 

-The next agenda item was ―Election of Officers‖. It was brought 

out that announcements in the Companion and on the Website 

should be done as early as the August issue and again in the 

October issue. All agreed. 

 

REPORTS 

-Membership: Joe Orlando reported that on October 12, 2010 we 

had 580 members. We added Janet Jacob, Gary Johnston & 

Kathy Stizman, one member, Betty Weidel, passed away, thus 

bringing our membership as of February 8, 2011 to 582. Joe 

reports that sadly we lost 14 members last year and that only 310 

people have paid their 2011 membership dues. Finally, Joe 

proposes that with a slight change in format, he can send the 

Board an updated electronic (Email) directory periodically which 

would save the club money. A sample listing was provided and 

fully accepted by the Board. 

-Companion Editor: Alan Thebert presented a 5-point report: 1. 

The February Companion costs was $907.  2. 52 members opted 

to accept February issue online delivery in place of a mailed hard 

copy, saving CERC about $90. Eight more have so agreed and 

more may prior to sending out the April issue. A saving of &1.50 

per issue, times 6 issues per year, could allow a $5 dues reduction 

with an overall net income gain. ( Something for you members 

with internet capabilities to think about). 3. A need to recruit a 

―Social secretary‖ to begin a program of Birthday Month 

acknowledgements, illness cards, etc.,. 4. Any documents 

prepared under MS Office will continue being converted to PDF 

format for online distribution.  5. We have enough to arbitrarily 

cease hard copy mailing to those members who have Email 

addresses. Shall we do this???? 

-Secretary: Pat Carollo – Needs to update the ―CERC Statistical 

Data Sheet‖ and the ―CERC Historical Chart‖  

-Treasurer: Dick Verduyn presented a report which showed that 

we our Beginning balance of $6,533, we issue checks in the 

amount of $1,163, We made deposits of $3,795, for an Ending 

Balance of $9,165. 

-Store: Mal Hanson presented a report showing which showed 

that he will need to increase his Polo Shirt Inventory. The Board 

approved this request. As to beginning another inventory of T-

shirts, the Board declined this request. 

-Luncheon: Ray Culbertson reported that the February 8th 

luncheon had 109 prepaid and 12 complimentary lunches with 5 

more paying at the door for an expected attendance of 126. 

EVENTS 

-The 50/50 Raffle Winners were: (1st) Carl Dobrzynski; (2nd) Pat 

Carollo; & (3rd) Brian Chamberlain 

-The Polo Shirt Winners were: Alan Thebert, Bill Weber & Al 

Bielawski. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:24 PM 

Pat Carollo, CERC Secretary (8FE2011) 

CERC BOARD MEETING MINUTES ,  April 12, 2011 
 

This was the 105th Luncheon and meeting held at the Gazebo. 
-In attendance were: Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Dick Verduyn, Ray 
Culbertson, Tom Zebehazy, Alan Thebert, Joe Orlando and Mal 
Hanson. The meeting was called to order, by President Gil 
Opaleski, at 1:30 p.m. 
-The February, 2011 Board Meeting minutes were approved as 
written and published in theApril issue of the Companion. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

The issue of record retention was discussed and the 
recommendation is to retain them on flash drives.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

- President Gil introduced Tom Zebehazy as the new Webmaster 
to everyone. Tom indicated that Ken Deer gave him the club 
laptop and projector and instructed him on how to update the 
website. Ken did not give Tom the Policy & Procedures book  so 
it should be retrieved. 
 

- President Gil stated that the new Christmas Party Chairperson 
is Nancy Bernhardt. 
 

- President Gil mentioned a letter from Don Robbins, wherein he 
suggests trying to get sponsors for the luncheons. The sponsors 
could be dealers that would bring vehicles to display and could 
possibly pay the Gazebo directly for the lunch. Gil said that he 
would discuss this with our GM retiree contact person  and look 
into this further and get back at our next meeting. 
- President Gil noted that Tom Zebehazy had paid for five 
lunches in advance and now that he is webmaster, he is eligible 
for a complementary lunch. The Board voted to reimburse Tom 
for four lunches. Dick Verduyn then wrote Tom a check. 
- President Gil passed out the Christmas Party Chairperson 
responsibility list for approval by the Board. It was approved as 
written with two exceptions. They were that the plans should be 
reviewed at the August meeting and there should be a cost 
review for the Board at the February meeting.     
- President Gil mentioned a letter from Don Christman 
complaining about some of the comments in the Companion. 
The Board agreed that CERC is a social club that should avoid 
publishing anything religious or political, or take sides on issues. 
- Joe Orlando stated that he received a letter from Carmella 
Sabaugh, the Macomb County Registrar of Deeds, indicating that 
our registration as a business was expiring. The Board agreed 
that there is no benefit for CERC to be registered as a business 
and we will not renew the registration. 
 

REPORTS 
 

- President Gil passed  out a sheet of CERC history, for Pat 
Carollo who was absent,  listing all officers that have served each 
year. The first meeting of CERC was on October 8, 1991, which 
means that this is the 20th anniversary of our club.  
President Gil also presented a survey, provided by Pat Carollo, of 
potential restaurants for future luncheons and Christmas  
parties. Pat’s quotes from six restaurants showed that the 
Gazebo was still the best. 

- Treasurer: Dick Verduyn presented a report that showed we 
had a beginning balance on 2/4/11 of $9,165.19. There were 8 
checks written, for $3,092.71, and 7 deposits made, for 
$5,583.00, which gave an ending balance on 4/11/11 of 
$11,655.48. The check and deposit details were also presented. 
Dick  passed out a photo sheet of the Board and Committee 
members.  Some of the e-mail addresses for the members were 
incorrect and Dick will update them and send a new copy by e-
mail to the Board. 
- Luncheon: Ray Culbertson presented the luncheon report.   The 
April 12th luncheon had 107  prepaid and 12 complimentary 
lunches with 3 paid at the door.  With 12 no-shows.  110  dinners  
were served.  The NameTag expenses were ($35.00).  The 
ShirtRaffle cost us ($66.00).  After paying the Gazebo, we had a  
($143.70)  Loss.  Adding the  $157.00  taken in by the 50/50 
raffle there was a total gain of  $13.30. 
- Companion Editor: Alan Thebert reported; 1) Companion 
reproduction and distribution costs totaled $864.78. CERC 
Treasurer Dick Verduyn reimbursed ALAN this amount, paid by 
personal credit card, to him; 2) Present “hard copy hold” e-mail 
addresses  allows distribution online to those e-mail addresses. 
Webmaster Tom Zebehazy will report on other e-mail aspects; 3) 
The count of members having authorized withholding of a 
hardcopy now stands at 73, as of March 17, 2011; 4) Jack 
Watters has suggested the compilation of a “CEC History”, 
(Jack’s note passed around) to address pre-Holbrook, the 
Holbrook location, the move to Warren, and final usage of the 
Warren CEC site. Jack named Frank Perhay as an info source, but 
has been unable to contact him. George Aitken might be 
interested, but declined participation. George will be 100 on 
May 11, 2011. During a brief phone conversation, he said he 
cannot see to read it, but enjoys the Companion, and wishes 
“long life” to the CERC; 5) With regrets, it’s time to recruit a new 
Companion editor, to assume full responsibility with the January 
2012 issue after a transition beginning with the August issue. 
- Membership: Joe Orlando reported that on 2/8/11 we had 582 
members. On 3/14/11 we added Ron Golembiewski and Eugene 
King to make it 584. On 3/18/11 Vicki Kordel passed away and 
on 4/12/11, Joe moved 52 people to inactive status, who did not 
pay 2011 dues, which puts our membership at 531. 
- Webmaster: Tom Zebehazy reported that since becoming  Web
-master, he has updated the online membership directory, to 
agree with the membership list Joe Orlando keeps. The directory 

now includes everyone, with or without an e-mail address. 
- Store: Mal Hanson reported that he purchased 20 new Polo 
shirts at a cost of $381.60 and he believes that the shirt supply 
should be good for the rest of the year. He has most sizes 
available. February shirt mailing cost was $5.84.  Per Mal, Bill 
Weber, a February winner, called to say how much he likes the 
shirt and how often he wears it … a very satisfied winner! 

EVENTS 
 

The 50/50 winners were: (1st) Pat Suhy; (2nd) Raghu Singh and 
(3rd) Bill Zabritski (new member); polo shirt winners were Al 
Chew, Tom Daniels, and Elaine Belich. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
Tom Zebehazy for Pat Carollo, CERC Secretary (April 18, 2011 
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YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE! 

This may be our last full issue (for now) of the CERC Companion.  Due to personal reasons 

I did advise the CERC Board of Directors in April that I must relinquish editorship of the 

CERC Companion, after  my three plus years of service.  As of the April Board meeting I had 

offered to continue as editor for the duration of 2011, to allow a smooth transition into 2012, 

during which end-of-year period a new editor takes over.  I now find that I can no longer do a 

full issue, but hopefully, I can assist a new editor with whatever style of document she or he 

might prefer, in order to avoid the simplicity of barely more than luncheon information for 

August, October, and the  December (Christmas) issues.   
 

The editorial job requires computer skills and facilities, printing is done commercially, and any 

expenses are reimbursed by CERC.  Please consider volunteering, alone or as a small team. 
 

Reluctantly, and with thanks for all the compliments and few complaints I’ve received, 

Alan Thebert,  Editor 

Editorial Items 
 

BOOKS:  June is the soft-cover book collection month 

so bring what you have for Gil to deliver to Veterans 

Hospital.  It was good to see some books brought in at 

the April luncheon.  Soft cover only, please. 
 

JEWEL AND GERRY NAGEL: Made the news at 

Fitzgerald School District’s ―Breakfast for Dinner‖ 

event, shortly before St. Valentine’s Day.  Articles in 

the Warren Weekly described pancake flipping by host 

Zach Simon, the pancakes to be caught in mid-flight 

by the senior diners.  Zach operates Chris Cakes, of 

Clare, MI.  The Nagels will celebrate their 57th 

wedding anniversary in September.  Gerry served in 

Patton’s Third Army, 1944-1949. 
 

MAL AND MARIE HANSON were recently cited as 

outstanding volunteers by Warren mayor Jim Fouts, 

primarily for their service at St. John Macomb 

Hospital in Warren, as well as elsewhere.  Mal and 

Marie provide the homey notes of good cheer to 

patients, and to us on occasion, and, of course, manage 

the CERC store at every luncheon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

50/50 Winners 
 

FIRST: BILL ZABRITZKI  (Also a new member) 

 

 

 

    SECOND:RAGHU      

 SINGH 

 

   BELOW: THIRD 

 PAT SUHY 

 

 WITH 50/50  

 TEAM, Dave 

 and Carlotta 

 

Bill 

    

    with 

 

      Dave       

 Dolby 
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 THE IDEA AND EFFORT RESULTING IN THIS RESPECTFUL AND WELL DONE PHOTO          

          MONTAGE WERE  ORIGINATED AND ACCOMPLISHED BY PAT CAROLLO 
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From: "ray culbertson" <rayandrosetta@comcast.net 
 

          A Message by George Carlin: 
 

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings 

but shorter tempers, wider freeways , but narrower viewpoints. 

We spend more, but have less, we buy more, but enjoy less. We 

have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but 

less time. We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, 

but less judgment, more experts, yet more problems, more 

medicine, but less wellness.  
 

We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh 

too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too 

tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom.  
 

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We 

talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often. 
 

We've learned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added 

years to life not life to years. We've been all the way to the moon 

and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new 

neighbour. We conquered outer space but not inner space. We've 

done larger things, but not better things.  
 

We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We've conquered 

the atom, but not our prejudice. We write more, but learn less. 

We plan more, but accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but 

not to wait. We build more computers to hold more information, 

to produce more copies than ever, but we communicate less and 

less.  
 

These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and 

small character, steep profits and shallow relationships. These are 

the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, but 

broken homes. These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, 

throwaway morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and 

pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time 

when there is much in the showroom window and nothing in the 

stockroom. A time when technology can bring this letter to you, 

and a time when you can choose either to share this insight, or to 

just hit delete...  
 

Remember; spend some time with your loved ones, because they 

are not going to be around forever. 

 

Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up to you in 

awe, because that little person soon will grow up and leave your 

side.  
 

Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next to you, because 

that is the only treasure you can give with your heart and it 

doesn't cost a cent. 
 

Remember, to say, ' I love you ' to your partner and your loved 

ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will mend 

hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.  
 

Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday 

that person will not be there again. 
 

Give time to love, give time to speak! And give time to share the 

precious thoughts in your mind. 
 

                                   George Carlin  

From: "jackie" <jackiedolinger@charter.net> 

                            Hi! It's about time someone got behind this kind 

idea of supporting America and it's people and the American way 

of life; my opinion... Jackie. 
 

BUYING AMERICAN 
 

                 A physics teacher in high school once told the students 

that while one grasshopper on the railroad tracks wouldn't slow a 

train very much, a billion of them would.   With that thought in 

mind, read the following, obviously written by a good American.  

                Good idea .... one light bulb at a time ....  

                Check this out.   I can verify this because I was in 

Lowe's the other day for some reason and just for the heck of it I 

was looking at the hose attachments.   They were all made in 

China .   The next day I was in Ace Hardware and just for the 

heck of it I checked the hose attachments there. They were made 

in USA . Start looking.   (note  here: earlier this week, RZ was in 

Lowes looking for a sprinkler head. Looked at RainBird and 

Looked at Orbits.   RainBird is made in Mexico; Orbits in the 

USA .   Orbits purchased!!)  

                In our current economic situation, every little thing we 

buy or do affects someone else - even their job . So, after reading 

this email, I think this lady is on the right track.   Let's get behind 

her!  

               My grandson likes Hershey's candy.   I noticed, though, 

that it is marked made in Mexico   now.   I do not buy it any 

more.  

                  My favorite toothpaste, Colgate, is made in Mexico... 

now I have switched to Crest. You have to read the labels on 

everything.  

                This past weekend I was at Kroger.   I needed 60 W 

light bulbs and Bounce dryer sheets.   I was in the light bulb aisle, 

and right next to the GE brand I normally buy was an off-brand 

labeled "Everyday Value.   " I picked up both types of bulbs and 

compared the stats - they were the same except for the price.   

The GE bulbs were more money than the Everyday Value brand 

but the thing that surprised me the most was the fact that GE was 

made in MEXICO and the Everyday Value brand was made in - 

get ready for this - the USA in a company in Cleveland, Ohio.  

                So throw out the myth that you cannot find products 

you use every day that are made right here.  

                So on to another aisle - Bounce Dryer Sheets.   Yep, 

you guessed it... Bounce cost more money and is made in 

Canada .   The Everyday Value brand was less money and 

MADE IN THE USA !   I did laundry yesterday and the dryer 

sheets performed just like the Bounce Free I have been using for 

years and at almost half the price!  

                My challenge to you is to start reading the labels when 

you shop for everyday things and see what you can find that is 

made in the USA - the job you save may be your own or your 

neighbors!  

                If you accept the challenge, pass this on to others in 

your address book so we can all start buying American, one light 

bulb at a time! Stop buying from overseas companies!  

 

                We should have awakened a decade ago.  

 

(Ed. Note:  This from Jackie O, but based on Diane Sawyer’s 

BUY AMERICAN THEME  OF 2010.) 
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          Marvin and Alice Haps                                                                                         Jewel Nagel 

   Bob Mitchell 

50/50 2nd place winner Raguh Singh, Carlotta Aurelia and Dave Dolby 

       Jack Aurelia                       Rev. Ed Verdoin                              Tom Simpson                   Dave Webster 



 
8 

 

 
(Jackie Olinger, aboard USS Lexington) 

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 30 

INTERESTING  HINTS TO TRY 
 

       Eliminate ear mites. All it takes is a few drops of Wesson 

Corn Oil in your cat's or dog's ear... massage it in, then clean 

with a cotton ball. Repeat daily for 3 days. The oil soothes the 

cat's skin, smothers the mites, and accelerates healing.  
 

        Kills fleas instantly... Dawn Dishwashing Liquid does the 

trick. Add a few drops to your dog's bath and shampoo the 

animal thoroughly. Rinse well to avoid skin irritations. Good-

bye fleas.  
 

        Rainy day cure for dog odor: Next time your dog comes 

in from the rain, simply wipe down the animal with Bounce or 

any dryer sheet, instantly making your dog smell springtime 

fresh.  
 

       Drinking two glasses of Gatorade can relieve headache 

pain almost immediately-without the unpleasant side effects 

caused by traditional pain relievers.  
 

       Colgate Toothpaste makes an excellent salve for burns.  
 

       Before you head to the drugstore for a high-priced inhaler 

filled with mysterious chemicals, try chewing on a couple of 

curiously strong Altoids peppermints They'll clear up your 

stuffed nose.  
 

       Achy muscles from a bout of the flu? Mix 1 tablespoon 

horseradish in 1 cup of olive oil. Let the mixture sit for 30 

minutes, then apply it as a massage oil for instant relief for 

aching muscles.  
 

         Sore throat? Just mix 1/4 cup of vinegar with 1/4 cup of 

honey and take 1 tablespoon six times a day. The vinegar kills 

the bacteria (This also works for a cough and you can't 

overdose) 
 

         Cure urinary tract infections with Alka-Seltzer. Just 

dissolve two tablets in a glass of water and drink it at the onset 

of the symptoms. Alka-Seltzer begins eliminating urinary tract 

infections almost instantly-even though the product has never 

been advertised for this use.  
 

          Honey remedy for skin blemishes... cover the blemish 

with a dab of honey and place a Band-Aid over it. Honey kills 

the bacteria, keeps the skin sterile, and speeds healing. Works 

overnight.  
 

         Listerine therapy for toenail fungus: Get rid of 

unsightly toenail fungus by soaking your toes in 

Listerine Mouthwash. The powerful antiseptic leaves 

your toenails looking healthy again. (White distilled 

vinegar is also good for this - pour some in 2 - one 

gallon baggies and let your feet soak while you attend 

to your daily nature's call). 
 

                                Easy eyeglass protection... to 

prevent the screws in eyeglasses from loosening, 

apply a small drop of Maybelline Crystal Clear Nail 

Polish to the threads of the screws. 
 

     Cleaning liquid that doubles as bug killer... if 

menacing bees, wasps, hornets, or yellow jackets get 

in your home and you can't find the insecticide, try a 

spray of Formula 409. Insects drop to the ground 

instantly. windex works too. 
 

       Smart splinter remover: Just pour a drop of 

Elmer's Glue- All over the splinter, let dry, and peel 

the dried glue off the skin . The splinter sticks to the 

dried glue.  
 

       Hunt's Tomato Paste boil cure..cover the boil with 

Hunt's Tomato Paste as a compress. The acids of the 

tomatoes soothe the pain and bring the boil to a head.  
 

         Balm for broken blisters.. to disinfect a broken 

blister, dab on a few drops of Listerine, a powerful 

antiseptic.  
 

        Vinegar to heal bruises... soak a cotton ball in 

white vinegar and apply it to the bruise for 1 hour. The 

vinegar reduces the blueness and speeds up the 

healing process.  
 

        Quaker Oats for fast pain relief... it's not for 

breakfast any more! Mix 2 cups of Quaker Oats and 1 

cup of water in a bowl and warm in the microwave for 

1 minute, cool slightly, and apply the mixture to your 

hands for soothing relief from arthritis pain.  
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             John Bretz                                                 Jim Matthews   

     Ed Sobczak                                        Carl Diegel                    Ernie Kracht                       Dave Pair 

    John Stier               Dwight Bliss        Joe Maneierski                Tom Simpson                Tom Ohman 

 
 

Subject:  Beer Talk    Man is sitting at home on the verandah with his wife and he says, "I love you." 

                                   She asks, "Is that you or the beer talking?" 

                                   He replies, "It's me............. talking to the beer."                                           (From Joe Orlando) 
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Bill Spear’s Retirement:  L to R; Jack Dagg, Bill Spear, 

Don Hubbard, Paul King, Joe Brabitz, Carl Jepson 

MEMBER INPUT 

2011 CERC GOLF SCHEDULE   (Per Jack Braden) 
 

    THURSDAY  MAY 12                9:00 AM 

    THURSDAY  JUNE 9                  9:30 AM 

    FRIDAY  JULY 15                       9:00 AM 

    THURSDAY  AUGUST 11          9:30 AM 

    FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 16          9:00 AM 

    FRIDAY OCTOBER 14                9:00 AM          

While touring a small town in eastern 

France, Dave Webster’s nephew happened to 

notice the building and plaque shown here 

―while a bit lost‖, per Dave’s note. 

 

The plaque, at awning height on the building 

front, just below the small hanging sign, 

translates to:    (LOUIS and GASTON) 

  PIONEERS OF THE AUTOMOBILE 

  HAD LIVED IN THIS HOUSE AT 

  THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY. 
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           Leo Steinl                               Jerry Kwapis                                     John Jonas 

 

       Marie and Mal Hanson                       Jim LeBeau               Ron Martette           Al Hess 

 

        Don and Anna Gill                    Liz Thebert               Vince Lauro            Joe Manierski 
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 (MORE)  MEMBER INPUT…… 
 

From Tom and Mary Montgomery:  Have returned 

to Michigan, moving from a condo to an assisted 

living American House in Troy.  New address is 2300 

Grand Haven Drive. Apt. 105, Troy, MI 48083.  

Phone is 248 701-1455 and their email address is 

tommonty26@comcast.net.  Tom now undergoes 

Kidney dialysis three times a week.  He extends his 

thanks to CERC officers for their efforts. 

 (Ed. note:  Tom and Mary were most gracious to me 

my very first CERC luncheon visit. I thank them.) 

 

Bob Parenteau sent thanks to Joe Orlando for Joe’s 

membership control reminder efforts: ―You guys are 

doing a great job.‖ 

 

Ron Que’s suggestions may come to pass:  limit the 

newsletter to 2-4 pages and eliminate photos.  Info on 

luncheons, GM retirement, and membership should be 

sufficient. Ron’s email is SLVRFX253@gmail.com.  

(Ed. note:  The Companion’s time lag makes any up-to

-date news unlikely, but I’d like the other ideas.) 

 

Elaine Belich, an April polo shirt winner, sent a nice 

thank you email to Mal Hanson for the shirt, and that  

her email address is chattyone@wowway.com. 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION….. 
 

Errata from April issue:   

Paul Graney’s name was misspelled, and correct 

phone number is 941 483-4831 (Not area 942). 
 

Ray and Rosetta Culbertson’s email address was 

misspelled ….Roseta. 
 

Webmaster Tom Zebehazy’s name was misspelled as 

Zebehzy. 

 

Nick Kayfez has a new primary residence address: 

 629 Cedar Dr. 

 Indian River, MI 49749 

 Cell phone 586 242-4188 
 

Bob and Janet Vogelei have moved back to Michigan: 

 3250 Walton Blvd., Apt. 203 

 Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

 Phone 248 375-7733 

 Email ravjsv@bellsouth.net 
 

Jack Pascoline’s new address is: 

 935 Union Lake Rd., Apt. 206 

 White Lake, MI 48386-4532 
Bob Gervais, back in Michigan for the summer, has a 

 new cell phone (only) number, 407 712-4298. 
 

Andy Hermann has a new email address: 

 ahermann3@gmail.com 
 

Richard Cunningham’s new email address is: 

 dickhambo@gmail.com 
 

Steve Mackin’s membership has been reactivated. 
 

Harry Spratt’snew phone number is 248 229-6565.. 

 

NEW MEMBER(S)….. 

 

Eugene and Margaret King 
 7642 Cooley Lake Rd. 

 White Lake , MI 48383 

 Phone 248 360-8732 

 Email king020759@earthllink.net 
 

Karl and Diane Riebel 
 55401 Kingsway Dr. 

 Shelby Township, MI 48316-1080 

 Phone 248 651-1068 

 Email kriebel9999@comcast.net 
 

Bill Zabritzki 

 4295 Honeysuckle Dr. 

 Sterling Heights, MI 48314-1236 

 Phone 586 212-5901 

 Email billza@comcast.net 
 

 WE CARE…..(Late item on P. 14) 
 

Dellofano, Charles (Chuck), Died March, 18th at age 

68, after more than 30 years with GM/Chevrolet. 
 

Dorn, Robert (Bob), Died April 4th.  A GMI 

graduate, Bob worked for GM for over 40 years, 

including time as Chief Engineer for Chevrolet, 

Pontiac, and Cadillac. 
 

Paulina, John, Died April 24th, at age 72.  John was a 

designer at CEC, working there for 45 years until his 

retirement in 2002.  His outside interests included 

building and flying radio control model aircraft, 

Models A and T Fords, as well as the Masonic Lodge. 

 

(MORE) MEMBER INPUT Page 14 
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           Dennis Krawczyk                                         Carol Walker                                    John Jonas 

   Toni Leach        Betty Shelton         Frank Gordon                  Alan Thebert                      Darrell Pawlowski 

        Vince Lauro                             Larry Marshick                     Frank Schmidt                    Bill Zabritzki 
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MEMBER INPUT  - Cont’d. from P.. 12 

 
From Donald Christman: 
 

Subject: The CERC "Companion" 

Date: Saturday, March 26, 2011 1:59 PM 

 

Al, 

 

I received the April issue of The CERC "Companion" today and 

enjoyed reading it as usual.  I would like to make two comments. 

 

Firstly, there were a few urgings of the members who can access 

The CERC "Companion" online to do so and stop receiving 

mailed copies.  I greatly prefer to sit in my easy chair to read The 

CERC "Companion" instead of sitting at my computer.  I would 

not be opposed to a two-tier dues structure, with lower dues for 

those members who do not want a mailed copy and higher dues 

for those of us who prefer a mailed copy. 

 

Secondly, I do not think a retiree newsletter is a proper medium 

for political commentary as found on page 8 of this issue.  If I am 

in the mood for right-wing commentary I can turn to the Fox 

News Channel.  If I am in the mood for left-wing commentary I 

can turn to MSNBC.  If I am not in the mood for political 

commentary, I certainly do not want to find it in my favorite 

retiree newsletter. 

 

Don Christman 

West Chester Township, Butler County, Ohio 

 

Response: 
 

I appreciate your comments, Don, as has been requested in 

general for years.   
 

A multi-tier dues system has been discussed, and turned down, by 

the CERC Board due to anticipated complexities in record 

keeping vs. printing and postage savings.  Once enough members 

elect to go online, to print and to read at their leisure their own 

color copy, the dues could likely be reduced overall.  Or a 

probable increase avoided. 
 

While your view as to content is a valid opinion, so are the ideas 

and submissions of other members.  Blatant political or religious 

espousal has been, and will be, avoided (see the Board Minutes, 

P. 3) whereas facts and actions important to CERC retirees 

concerned about America’s future are welcome.  It’s nice to still 

be able to read, and to then reject or accept, what one chooses. 
 

Alan Thebert, Editor (Soon to be not so) 

 
 

From: "Tony Kudela" Subject: CERC  Companion 

Date: Sunday, March 27, 2011 1:42 PM 

 

Al  I received my April 2011 Companion last Friday and should 

like to compliment you on your reply to George Miotke's memo. 

  

Maybe our College student Grandkids should (be) taking Chinese 

language as an elective course to prepare for the future America! 

                                                  

Way to go Al 

                                                                                                                                                         

Tony Kudela 
 

Response: 
 

Thank you, Tony.  I suspect you noticed I edited your note to 

soften it a bit. 
 

Alan Thebert, Editor (For the moment) 
 

 

LATE ITEM...WE CARE 
 

ROBERT STEMPEL;  DETROIT (AP) - General Motors Co. 

says former Chairman and CEO Robert 

Stempel has died. 

 

The automaker announced Stempel's death 

in a statement Monday, April 9th.  The 

Detroit News and the Detroit Free Press 

report he was 77 and died Saturday in 

Florida. 

 

Stempel led the company from 1990-92 

until he was forced out in a boardroom coup.  Detroit-based GM 

says Stempel "admirably led the company during very difficult 

times in the early 1990s." 

 

Stempel spent three decades at GM, including work as an 

engineer. The automaker credits him with leading the 

development of the catalytic converter, which it calls "one of the 

great environmental advancements in auto history."  

 
 

HUMOR    (From various small town newspapers) 

 

FOR REAL? 
 

—-When two service station attendants in Ionia, Michigan, 

refused to hand over the cash to the intoxicated robber, the man 

threatened to call the police.  The attendants still refused his 

demand, so he called 911, and was soon arrested. 
 

—-The Chico, California, City Council enacted a ban on nuclear  

weapons, setting a $500 fine for anyone detonating one within the 

city limits. 

 

MISC. FILLER    
 

—-Kudzu:  Growing several feet per day, this invasive vine 

covers over 7 million acres southeastern U.S.  It was brought to 

America from Japan in 1876 for use as a fodder crop and to aid in 

the control of soil erosion. 
 

—-KFC: 1957 was the first year that ―finger lickin’ good‖ KFC 

was sold in its signature bucket.  Now in  over  80 countries, the 

KFC chain sells more than a billion dinners each year.  Kentucky 

state building flags flew at half mast for 4 days when Col. 

Sanders died of leukemia in December, 1980. 
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    Guests arriving, at name tag table                                                                                      Pat Nemeth 

    Jim Hebold                    Ed Pauly                 Cass Krajewski           Mel Kautz                            Carl Vogel 

                     Joe Vlk                                              Chuck Hahn                                    Volker Nierhaus 

 

An old adage:  The truest things are of’times said in jest.    (Per  Mr. Golze, CEC shop Inspection Dept.) 
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Paul King’s File Photos 
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     Bill Vratanina           Joe Orlando                      Marie Freda                            Bill Merte 

                                Food Line                                                     Stephen Seiner                  Chuck Hahn   

       Jewel and Gerry Nagel                                   Toni Leach           Betty Shelton              Frank Gordon 

   Tom Simpson                 Joe Manierski              Bob Gaily                         Mel Kautz             Carl Vogel 
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2011 CERC OFFICERS 
 

President            Vice President 
Gil Opaleski              Rev. Ed Verduin 
4789Lorwood Dr.           28076 Palomino Ave. 
Smiths Creek, MI 48074 Warren, MI 48093 
810 989-2564                  586 558-4519 
opaleski401@comcast.net 
                                       reveddievee@wowway.com 
 
Treasurer                    Secretary                  
 Dick Verduyn                  Pat Carollo 
41841 Pond View Dr.      14243 Lakeshore 
Sterling Hts., MI 48314   Sterling Hts., MI 48313 
586 739-4488                   586 247-4477 
verduyn@aol.com            patcarollo@wowway.com 
 

2011 COMMITTEES 
 

Companion Editor       Webmaster 
Alan Thebert                      Tom Zebehazy 
11826 Forest Glen Ln        3364 York Ct. 
Shelby Twp., MI 48315     Rochester, MI 48306-1470 
586 786-6611                     248 370-0797 
althebert@comcast.net       tomzeb2@aol.com 
 
Luncheon                      Store Sales 
Ray Culbertson                    Mal Hanson 
44117 Dylan                        30151 Barbary Ct. 
Sterling Hts., MI 48314      Warren, MI 48093 
586 323-1292                      586 751-0865 
rayandrosetta@sbcglobal.net  hansonm9@comcast.net 
 
Golf Outing                   Membership 
Jack Braden                         Joe Orlando 
876 Edgemont Park             2057 Shady Dr. 
GrosPte. Park, MI 48230    Warren, MI 48092 
586 786-0572                      586 751-8592 
                                             jporlando@att.net 
 
Menu & 50/59 Raffle    50/50 Raffle 
Carlotta Aurelia                   Dave Dolby 
258 Beechview Dr. S           1835 Spring Grove Dr. 
Rochester, MI 48306           Blmfld Hills, MI 48304 
248 651-7709                       248 853-5963 
jaurelia@sbcglobal.net        davidadolby@aol.com 
 
Christmas Party            GM Retiree Relations 
Nancy Bernhardt                 NEW, GM Comm. 
2407 Sweet Dr                         300 Ren. Cen. 
Troy, MI 48085-6712              MC: 482-C29-??? 
248 879-0814                           Detroit, MI300 
gnbernhardt@wowway.com 313 667-???? 
                                              New@gm.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT CERC LUNCHEON: 
 

     THEME:  AMERICAN PATRIOTISM 
 
 Date:         Tuesday, June 14, 2011 
 Where:       The Gazebo, Mound & 13 
 Time:          Come @ 11, Eat @ Noon 
 Cost/each:  $12 to CERC by 07AP11 
 Pay via:      Check to CERC luncheon 
 Mail to:      CERC, P.O. Box 58 
                              Warren, MI 48090 
 Pay @ door?:  $15 cash or check 
 
 
Luncheon Menu—(Cash bar @ 11:30) 
 
   Pepper steak w/wild rice 
 Breaded Baked Chicken 
          Baked tilapia w/garlic dill butter 
 Key Largo mix (carrot/red pepr/gr bns) 
          Roasted sweet potatoes w/cinn/sug/glz 
 Tossed salad, dressing choices 
 Veggie and fruit trays 
 Assorted relishes 
 Dinner rolls & butter 
 Coffee, tea, milk 
 Fresh fruit desert 
 Chocolate and vanilla puddings 
 

CERC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name:_______________________________ 
 
Spouse:____________________________________ 
 
Street:_____________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________ 
 
State:________Zip  Code:_____________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________ 
 
NOTE  If you change your mailing address 
seasonally, YOU must so advise your own local U.S. 
Post Office to forward mail.  Also advise CERC via 
Joe Orlando of any other contact info updates, to 
CERC, P.O. Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 
 
CEC / GM WORK INFO  (briefly, CEC Dept, etc.) 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
__________________________Yr. Retired______ 
 
DUES:  $15 To be paid  annually, by 28FE, by  
 
check to  CERC Dues, Box 58, Warren, MI 48090. 
 


