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Compiled for the Companion by Tom Zebehazy 

 
INVITATION TO ALL WWII VETERNS LIVING IN MICHIGAN 

***Pride and Honor Flight is a one day event to fly WWII veterans to Washington, D.C. to tour 
the memorial constructed in honor of your service to our  country, as well as other monuments. 
The flight, tours and meals are provided free to the WWII veterans who have never  been to the 
memorial before. There is a flight coming up in the April/May timeframe. If you are a WWII veteran 
and would like to attend, I will be willing to make ar rangements for everyone. Call Tom Zebehazy 
on 248-370-0797 or send an e-mail to tomzeb2@aol.com and I will send you an application. 
 
Kenneth E. Hewitt: Ken enlisted in the Army 
on his 18th birthday, Feb. 26th, 1945, but it 
was April before he was called to report. He 
was inducted through Camp Atterbury in 
Indiana, since he lived in Richmond, Indiana 
at that time. He was assigned to Camp 
Maxey near  Par is Texas, for basic training 
and four weeks of specialized training. He 
was the BAR man in his squad. The grand 
finale to regular training was a 20 mile hike, 
with full pack and rifle.  The four weeks of 
specialized training on how to kill and how to 
stay alive was for the invasion of Japan. 
 
After a two week leave, Ken reported to Fort 
Riley, Kansas and then went to Fort Ord,   
California where he received additional 
training, which included, swimming 50 yards 
with full pack and rifle and climbing a rope 
ladder  up to the deck of a ship. 
 
Finally Ken was loaded on a ship and sailed 
out of the Bay with the Golden Gate Bridge 
his parting view. 
 
Japan had officially surrendered on 
September 2, 1945, just as he set sail for 
what he thought would be the Philippines. 
“Thank you Mr. Truman for  using the bomb.”  
 
Sixteen days later, and after he spent a day 
anchored off the coast where the first bomb 
was dropped on Hiroshima, (some of the 
officers had to get as close to the area as 
was allowed) he arrived at the port of Osaka. 
 
 

Collage Made By Ken’s Daughter 
 
From there Ken went to Hemijii, where he 
was assigned to the 33rd Infantry division and 
billeted in what had once been a Japanese 
Calvary base. 
 
Some memorable times there included 
breaking up and laying new concrete.  
“Sounds like the Army doesn’t it.”  They also 
had a basketball team and got to travel to 
outlying locations for games.  That was great 
and they served them dinner after the games.  
Sometimes they got “steaks”. They had a 6’4” 
guy from Texas and won a lot of games. 
 
However, the 33rd was deactivated and Ken 
was assigned to an Engineering Battalion in 
Okazani.  Evidently, the Engineers did not 
know how to fix roof leaks, as their barracks 
were wet after every rain.  It rains a lot in 
Japan in January. 
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K. E. Hewitt (cont.): Ken had to get out of that outfit, so when they offered a 30 day leave back to the 
States for an 18 month re-enlistment, Ken accepted.  
 
He set sail for the States in January 1946 with a stop in Honolulu. What started out as a 30 day furlough, 
with travel time for a return to Japan, resulted in being home in February then to Fort Sheridan (Chicago) 
in March where they lost his records and no paydays in March, April, and May.  Ken then went to Fort 
Lawton (Seattle) in May and June.  He was bored there so he volunteered for anything and ended up as a 
cook’s helper.  Not too bad a deal, 24 on, 24 off (with pass). 
 
Ken left for Japan again from Seattle and ended up in Tokyo (Yokohama) on July 5th, 1946. He was as-
signed to General Headquarters (GHQ), Supply Battalion, and was billeted in a place called the Finance 
Building until they moved to an area closer to the commissary that they operated. He was assigned to run 
the Ice Cream Plant, and was promoted to Sergeant. General MacArthur’s headquarters were in Tokyo and 
it was his privilege to make an ice cream cake for his 66th birthday in January 1946. 

Ken was offered an “early out” (just like at GM) and took it. Evidently their job was not that important and 
they wanted to replace them with regular army (RAs).  Although Ken was RA, he was due to get out in 
July of 1947. He left Japan in April of 1947, stopped in Honolulu again, and was back to Camp Stoneman 
California in May. He actually got out before some of the guys who didn’t re-enlist. 
His total time spent on ships on the Pacific Ocean was about 60 days and he was one of the fortunate who 
never got seasick. Ken was awarded the Asiatic Pacific Campaign and Good Conduct medals. 
 
Ken started at CEC in October 1954 in Plant Engineering. In 1961, he moved to the Budget Department 
and took an early retirement in March of 1982. He came back as a contract employee twice to do the first 
budgets for the combined Truck & Bus and Chevrolet Truck Group (1983) and the CPC Group (1985). 
 
Thomas G. Montgomery: Tom enlisted in the U.S. Navy on April 20, 1944 and spent five weeks of basic 
training at the Great Lakes Training Center in Illinois. After a 10 day furlough, he took a train to Shoe-
maker, California and after 5 days moved to Treasure Island in the San Francisco Bay. He shipped out on 
an LST (Landing Ship, Tank) to Hawaii and figured that ship would be his permanent assignment. In Ha-
waii, Tom and his three good buddies got yanked and reassigned to three different ships and that was last 
time he had contact with them.  
 
Tom’s assignment was on the USS Alcyone, AKA-7. This was an Attack Cargo Ship, 459 feet in length 
with a 63 foot beam. Besides cargo of 50 gal drums of aviation fuel, trucks and equipment to make tempo-
rary landing strips, the ship carried 24 landing craft. They were a combination of LCMs (Landing Craft 
Mechanized) and LCVPs (Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel). Tom was the Coxswain (driver) of the 
LCVP which was about 35 feet in length and about half the size of the LCM.  
 
During beach landings, Tom would maneuver the LCVP next to a PA (troop ship) to pick up troops. His 
ship and the troop ships would typically stay 5-10 miles offshore to avoid artillery fire.  
 
Tom was involved in the invasion of Leyte, one of the Philippine Islands. After the island was secured they 
went to New Guinea to reprovision and returned to the Philippines to participate in the invasion of Luzon, 
the largest island. While in the Lingayen Gulf, their ship was attacked at night by Japanese suicide boats 
and three Japanese Zeroes. They were able to shoot down one plane and another boat had one of the planes 
crash into it. Tom’s ship was not damaged but this was one of his worst memories from the war. 
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Thomas G. Montgomery (cont.): Shortly after, the USS Alcyone developed engine trouble and had to return to Oakland Califor-
nia where it was put into drydock for an engine replacement and the kingpost cranes were replaced with quadruped masts. This 
repair took from March to June 1945 and caused Tom to miss the invasions at Okinawa and Iwo Jima. 
 
Upon returning to the seas near Japan, Tom can still remember seeing thousands of ships, as far as he could see, getting ready 
for the invasion of Japan. Before this could happen, Japan surrendered and Tom still has vivid memories of a tour of Hiroshima 
Japan about three months after the dropping of the atomic bomb. He described it as looking like a junk yard with roads criss-
crossing through it. 
 
Some of Tom’s best memories came while on watch and sailing on the Pacific during spectacular sunrises and sunsets.  
 
Tom stayed with the USS Alcyone until it was decommissioned in July 1946. His discharge was on July 27. For his service, 
Tom was awarded the World War II Victory Ribbon; the Philippine Island Liberation Ribbon, 2 stars; the Asiatic Pacific Area 
Ribbon, 3 stars; and the American Area Ribbon. 
 
Tom started working at CEC in Drafting as a body detailer. When he retired in 1982 with an early retirement, he was working in 
the Experimental Shop and had worked for GM for 32 years.   
    
Future WWII Veteran articles: 
Gunner’s Mate 3rd Class Bill Pronovich 
2nd Lt. Stan Bujnowski 
Combat Engineer Milt Freivogel 
Captain Gino DiPace 
Motor Machinist Mate Dick Jones 
Pfc Jack A. Pascoline 
Fred H. Frincke 
Emmet Moynihan 

ED:  A note from Robert Gervais 

 
PRESIDENT OBAMA ANNOUNCES RULE 
CHANGES TO THE GAME OF GOLF 
 
 
1. Golfers  with handicaps: 
-  below 10 will have their green fees increase by  35% 
-  between 11 and 18 will see no increase in green  fees 
-  above 18 will play for free and even get a kickback 
 
2. The $ amount put in for bets will be as follows:    
-for handicaps below 10 an additional $10 
-between 11 and 18 no additional amount   
-above  18 you will divide the total amount in the pot 
(and you do not even have to play). 
 
3. The term “gimme putt” will be changed to “entitlement 
putt” and will be used as follows:   
-handicaps  below 10, no entitlements 
-handicaps  above 11 to 17, entitlements for putter length 
putts 
-handicaps  above 18, if on green, no need to ever putt; 
just pick it up 
These  entitlements are intended to bring about fairness in 
scoring so that the final scores of all players will be about 
the  same. 
 
In addition, a Player will be limited to a max of one birdie 
and/or six pars  any excess must be given to those fellow 
players who have not yet scored a 
birdie or par.   

xxx 
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Subject:  Blonde Mortician 
 

                A man who just died is delivered to a local  mortuary wearing 
an expensive, expertly tailored black  suit.   
              The  female blonde mortician asks the deceased's wife  how she 
would like the body dressed.  She  points out that the man does look good  
in the black suit he is already wearing.   
               The  widow, however, says that she always thought  her hus-
band looked his best in blue,  and  that she wants him in a blue  suit.    
               She  gives the Blonde mortician a blank check and says, 'I don't  
care what it costs, but please have my husband in a blue suit for the view-
ing. 
               The  woman returns the next day for the wake. To her delight, 
she finds her husband dressed in a  gorgeous blue suit with a subtle chalk 
stripe; the suit  fits him perfectly.  
              She  says to the mortician, 'Whatever this cost, I'm  very satis-
fied. You  did an excellent job and I'm very grateful.   How  much did 
you spend?'   
               To  her astonishment, the blonde mortician presents her with the 
blank check.    'There's  no charge,' she says.   
               'No,  really, I must compensate you for  the cost of that exqui-
site blue  suit!'  she  says. 
              'Honestly,  ma'am,' the blonde says, it cost  nothing.  You  see, a 
deceased gentleman of about your husband's size  was  brought in  
shortly after you left yesterday, and  he was wearing an attractive blue 
suit.   I  asked his wife if she minded him going to  his grave wearing a  
black suit instead, and she said it  made no difference as long as he 
looked nice. . . . .  .. . ...  
             So  I just switched the heads!   

XXX 

Subject: Fw: History of WD-40 
                           Hi! Thanks to a good friend I can use this.. 
We have seen the ways you can use WD-40 before, but there is an interesting history also.  It is amazing how many things we 
commonly use that were invented for the space and missile programs. 
              I had a neighbor who had bought a new pickup. I got up very early one Sunday morning and saw that someone had 
spray painted red all around the sides of this beige truck (for some unknown reason). I went over, woke him up, and told him the 
bad news. He was very upset and was trying to figure out what to do. Another neighbor came out and told him to get his WD-40 
and clean it off. It removed the unwanted paint beautifully and did not harm his paint job that was on the truck. I'm impressed! 
              WD-40 who knew?   Water Displacement #40. The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and de-
greaser to protect missile parts. WD-40 was created in 1953 by three technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. 
Its name comes from the project that was to find a ' water displacement' compound. They were successful with the fortieth for-
mulation, thus WD-40. The Corvair (Ed: CoNvair) Company bought it in bulk to protect their Atlas missile parts.  
              Ken East (one of the original founders) says ‘there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you...'  IT IS MADE FROM 
FISH OIL 'When you read the 'shower door' part, try it. It's the first thing that has ever cleaned that spotty shower door. If yours 
is plastic, it works just as well as glass. It is a miracle! Then try it on your stovetop... It is now shinier than it has ever been be-
fore. 1) Protects silver from tarnishing. 2) Removes road tar and grime from cars .3) Cleans and lubricates guitar strings .4) 
Gives floors that ..just-waxed.. sheen without making it slippery. 5) Keeps flies off cows. 6) Restores and cleans chalkboards .7) 
Removes lipstick stains 8) Loosens stubborn zippers. 9) Untangles jewelry chains. 10) Removes stains from stainless steel sinks. 
11) Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grille. 12) Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden pots from oxidizing. 13) Removes 
tomato stains from clothing. 14) Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots. 15) Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble 
floors. 16) Keeps scissors working smoothly. 17) Lubricates noisy door hinges on vehicles and doors in homes 18) It removes 
black scuff marks from the kitchen floor! Open some windows if you have a lot of marks. 19) Bug guts will eat away the finish 
on your car. Removed quickly, with WD-40!20) Gives a children's play gym slide a shine for a super fast slide. 21) Lubricates 
gear shift on lawn mowers. 22) Rids kids rocking chairs and swings of squeaky noises. 23) Lubricates tracks in sticking home 
windows and makes them easier to open 24) Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open and close. 25) Restores and 
cleans padded leather dashboards in vehicles, as well as vinyl bumpers. 26) Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles. 27) Lu-
bricates and stops squeaks in electric fans. 28) Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons, and bicycles for easy handling. 
29) Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and keeps them running smoothly. 30) Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw 

blades, and other tools. 31) Removes splat-
tered grease on stove. 32) Keeps bathroom 
mirrors from fogging. 33) Lubricates pros-
thetic limbs. 34) Keeps pigeons off the bal-
cony (they hate the smell). 35) Removes all 
traces of duct tape. 36) Folks even spray it on 
their arms, hands, and knees to relieve arthritis 
pain .37) Florida 's favorite use 'Cleans and 
removes love bugs from grilles and bumpers.' 
38) Protects the Statue of Liberty from the ele-
ments. 39) WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a LIT-
TLE on live bait or lures and you will be 
catching the big one in no time. 40) Fire ant 
bites . It takes the sting away immediately and 
stops the itch. 41) WD-40 is great for remov-
ing crayon from walls. Spray on the mark and 
wipe with a clean rag. 42) If you've washed 
and dried a tube of lipstick with a load of laun-
dry, saturate the lipstick spots with WD-40 
and re-wash. Presto! Lipstick is gone! 43) If 
you spray WD-40 on the distributor cap, it 
will displace the moisture and allow the car to 
start.  I keep a can of WD-40 in my kitchen 
cabinet over the stove. It is good for oven 
burns or any other type of burn. It takes the 
burned feeling away and heals with NO scar-
ring.  Remember, the basic ingredient is FISH 
OIL! 
 

xxx 
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   The 08DE09 CERC Luncheon was not a formal business 
meeting, but rather a Christmas party.  No Club business 
was conducted, and no Minutes were taken.  

 ED: Re: Christmas Party  (From Dick Verduyn) 
 

    My contact with people at the Christmas party 
gave me the distinct impression people were to-
tally happy  with our new party location, the 
food and it's distribution, the drawing of  gifts, 
the bar, the music, and even the parking.  I per-
sonally see no  reason to mess with success.   
 

   The Christmas party should be a  party, not just 
another luncheon.  The lineup at the bar  surely  
vouched for the fact that the cost of a glass of 
wine with dinner and/or an after  dinner drink 
easily negated any saving accomplished by 
eliminating the open bar. 
 

  The drawing for prizes added excitement and a 
festive feel to the party. The band, the chocolate 
favors, the desert trays and  table decorations 
could also be eliminated but then why call it a 
party?  None of the other board members have 
reported negative feedbacks to such an extent 
that we should feel a majority were unhappy, or 
is the positive feedback I've received the excep-
tion? 
 

    We're financially able to do  it.  It's the high-
light of our year’s activities.  Why reduce it  
down to just another luncheon?  I feel we should 
keep what  we have until a solid majority of 
members  find fault with it as is.  I also feel we 
should notify the Gazebo ASAP of  our desire to 
have the party again, on December 14, 2010, so 
both we and they can plan accordingly. 

xxx 
ED: The above was excerpted  from Dick’s 
email to CERC Board members.  Note that most 
of the “good features” mentioned were due to ef-
forts by Barbara Zynda,  Carol Walker, and 
Diana Cromie, CERC’s “sunshine team”. 

PLAN AHEAD 
The Gazebo has confirmed these luncheon dates: 
Feb 9th, Apr 13th, June 8th, Aug 10th, and Oct 12th. 

YOUR DUES ARE DUE 28FE10! 
Pay later if, you must, but this is your last CERC Companion, until 
you have paid.  Please don’t wait for a reminder card, that’s just extra 
CERC expense.  And remember, single retirees and surviving spouses 
are welcome to maintain and enjoy the CERC social atmosphere.  
Fourteen members attended, singly, our recent Christmas Party. 

SHIRTS,  POLO/GOLF, FULL SIZE RANGE 
 

Mal Hanson, CERC’s store manager, has a new, full 
range supply of the sharp looking pocketed pullover 
shirts, to sell at our February lunch for the old price of 
$19 for sizes S-M-L.  $2 more for XL and over.  This 
will be the time to buy, at the old prices. 
 
Mal and Marie will once again provide hand-made St. 
Valentines cards for all luncheon attendees.  Mal gave 
me an advance copy, but I’ll not leak the surprise here. 

EDITORIAL COMMENTS: This issue I composed 
by means of MSPulblisher in place of MSWord.  My 
intent is to reduce the hours & days it takes to custom 
trim and fit each photo and text file.  So this time it 
took even more time, learning Publisher’s unique rules 
and methods.  Bear with loose ends here and there? 
 

THE CERC ONLINE WEBSITE:  Ken Deer, the 
new CERC Webmaster, has the www.cecretiree.com  
site up and running.  Contact Ken with any questions 
or suggestions (addresses on P. 18). 
 

PHOTO COPIES:  I can email, to anyone so asking, 
the image file of any photo  used in this newsletter.  
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Kay and Lou Ilg                                                              Jim and Kay Matthews 

Mira Dobrzynski         Jan Zebehazy               Carl Dobrznski                     Tom Zebehazy 

 Laura and Leo Salusky                                                              Chuck & Terry Dellofano  

Katlhleen Galbraith            Kay Ilg                             Bob Mitchell                            Duane Rushlow 
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From Gil Opaleski: 

 
              ATTORNEY'S ADVICE - NO CHARGE  
        Not A Joke!!   Even If you dislike attorneys..You will love them for these tips..  
 
        Read this and make a copy for your files in case you need to refer to it someday. Maybe we should all take some of his 
advice! A corporate attorney sent the following out to the employees in his company:  
 
        1. Do not sign  the back of your credit cards. Instead, put 'PHOTO ID REQUIRED..'   
 

        2. When you are writing checks to pay on your credit card accounts,  DO  NOT put the complete  account number on the 
'For' line. Instead, just put the  last four numbers. The credit card company knows the rest of the number, and anyone who 
might be handling your check as it passes through all the check processing channels won't have access to it.  
 

        3. Put your work phone # on your checks instead of your home phone. If you have a PO Box use that instead of your home 
address. If you do not have a PO Box, use your work address. Never  have your  SS# printed on your checks. (DUH!) You can 
add it if it is necessary. But if you have It printed, anyone can get it.  
 

        4. Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine. Do both sides of each license, credit card, etc. You will 
know what you had in your wallet and all of the account numbers and phone numbers to call and cancel.. Keep the photocopy 
in a safe place.   
        I also carry a photocopy of my passport when I travel either here or abroad. We've all heard horror stories about fraud 
that's committed on us in stealing a Name, address, Social Security number, credit cards..  
 

        Unfortunately, I, an attorney, have first hand knowledge because my wallet was stolen last month. Within a week, the 
thieves ordered an expensive monthly cell phone package, applied for a VISA credit card, had a credit line approved to buy a 
Gateway computer, received a PIN number from DMV to change my driving record information online, and more.   
        But here's some critical information to limit the damage  in case this happens to you or someone you know:  
 

        5. We have been told we should  cancel our  credit cards immediately. But the key is having the toll free numbers and your 
card numbers handy so you know whom to call. Keep those where you can find them.  
 

        6..  File a  police report immediately in the jurisdiction where your credit cards, etc., were stolen. This proves to credit 
providers you were diligent, and this is a first step toward an investigation (if there ever is one).  
 

        But here's what is perhaps  most important of all: (I never even thought to do this...)                                                          
 

         7. Call  the  3 national credit reporting organizations  immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and also call the 
Social Security fraud line number.. I had never heard of doing that until advised by a bank that called to tell me an application 
for credit was made over the Internet in my name.   
 

        The alert means any company that checks your credit knows your information was stolen, and they have to contact you by 
phone to authorize new credit...  
 

        By the time I was advised to do this, almost two weeks after the theft, all the damage had been done. There are records of 
all the credit checks initiated by the thieves' purchases, none of which I knew about before placing the alert. Since then, no ad-
ditional damage has been done, and the thieves threw my wallet away this weekend (someone turned it in). It seems to have 
stopped them dead in their tracks..  
 

        Now, here are the numbers you always need to contact about your wallet, if it has been stolen:  
 

        1.) Equifax:  1-800-525-6285   
 

        2.) Experian (formerly TRW):  1-888-397-3742   
 

        3.) Trans Union :  1-800-680 7289   
 

        4.) Social Security Administration (fraud line):  1-800-269-0271   
 

        We pass along jokes on the Internet; we pass along just about everything.  
        If you are willing to pass this information along, it could really help someone that you care about.  
               
ED:  Send via email, or print and give a copy? 
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Joe and Evelyn Manierski                                                  Gil and Fran Opaleski                                 

Bozena and Richard Katnik                                            Fred and June Frincke 

                    Chuck and Mary Halpin                             John and Lois Paulina 

Alice and Denny Davis                                                        Diana and Pat Suhy 
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From: Bill Smith 
Date: Wednesday, December 23, 2009 11:47 AM 
 
Hi Al,   I'm Bill Smith, retired Chev. Engineering guy and mem-
ber of the club.  The reason for contacting you is to alert the 
members that Chuck Parrish passed away March 31, 2009.  I 
didn't see any notice on this before,so I'm providing it now.  
Chuck worked as a Specifications Analyst in the Engine Design 
Areas.  A nice guy and a very interesting person, as those who 
knew him will testify.  Chuck and I exchanged Christmas cards 
though the years and that's how I learned of his death.  A friend 
of his received my card and notified me of his death.  She said 
he died of complications from surgery while removing small 
biopsy on his lung.  His lungs failed to reinflate properly and 
after a few months in the hospital, Crittenton Hospital, he 
passed.                                                               
 

ROLLIE SCHULTZ, died 11NO09.  He retired 
from the Chassis group, in 1987, after service in 
the U.S. Air Force, discharged in 1954.  Rollie 
was an active hunter and fisherman, per info pro-
vided by Don Hoffman. 

ED:  From Chuck Nusser 

Date: Thursday, November 19, 2009 

HI , you probably know Gloria & I volunteer our 
time at Sunrise Assisted Living. We just got 
back from helping with their Thanksgiving din-
ner party & I was surprised to see Jack Pascoline 
& his wife. They have been residents there for 2 
weeks. He seems to have had a stroke but did re-
member me. 
Just thought you would be interested in know-
ing! From:  Don Hoffman 

Leonard Ziemlewicz, died 20NO09, with interment at 
Resurrection Cemetery.  Len was a designer at CEC. 

RAY SALENS, DIED 02MY09, in Meade, FL.  Ray 
retired, 30 & out, per info from Bill Weide. 

ED: Walt,at age 85, died 05JA10.  In the mid 
‘60s, he and I both worked in Pass Car Pro-
duction Engineering, Asm. Plant Liaison, for 
John Coffin.  Walt did frames, as I recall, and 
so did Carl Jarema.  (Who did what, Carl?) 

AL KRON is seriously ill, as reported by  Werner 
Baumgartner.  Al’s address is 28600 Boston, St. Claire 
Shores, MI 48081-1091 

Fun with the ACLU......  
Wanna have some fun next CHRISTMAS?   Then  send the    
ACLU a CHRISTMAS card next year.  
    

As they are working so very hard to get rid of the CHRISTMAS 
part of this holiday, we should all send  them a nice CHRIS-
TIAN card to brighten up their dark, sad, little world.  
    

Make sure it says "Merry CHRISTMAS" on it.  
Here's the address; just don't be rude or crude... That's not the 
Christian way, you know!)  
 

  ACLU  
  125 Broad Street  
  18th Floor  
  New York, NY 10004  
 

Two tons of CHRISTMAS cards would freeze their operations 
because they wouldn't know if any were regular mail containing 
contributions. So spend 44? cents and tell the ACLU to leave 
CHRISTMAS alone.  
 

Also tell them that there is no such thing as a  "Holiday tree". . . 
it's a CHRISTMAS Tree, even in the fields!  Pass this on to  
your e-mail lists.   The ACLU really DE-SERVES us!!  

HAITI DONATION:  Dick Verduyn, CERC’s 
Treasurer, coordinated a CERC contribution of 
$100 each to the Salvation Army, to the Wm. J. 
Clinton Foundation, and to  The Catholic Relief 
Services.  CERC members are invited to also do-
nate as individuals or as other group members. 
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Ellen and Dick Verduyn                   Mike and Geri Leash 
 

Jack and Mary Kelledes                                                         Jan Zebehazy 
 

Mary Lou Freda                   Diana Cromie          Barbara Zynda         Carol Walker 
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FAREWELL TO A PROUD WARRIOR 
 

I was honored to be a guest of the Navy dept. to spend two 
days aboard the JFK checking out the ship, also air ops! 
Checking  touch and go's, night Quals, visiting with the 
crew. the bridge, Captain , Navigator, Air Boss..etc..The 
chow was outstanding!  It is a memory I will always cher-
ish .   Jackie O.      
 

-------Original Message------- Subject: “Farewell To A 
Proud Warrior”, Boston Globe, February 26, 2007; USS 
John F. Kennedy in last visit to Boston, by Megan Tench, 
Globe Staff: 
              They call the ship "Big John."The USS John F. 
Kennedy, the aircraft carrier famously named for the na-
tions 35th president, launched fighters that shot down two 
threatening Libyan MiGs over the Mediterranean Sea in 
1989. It helped start Operation Desert Storm in 1991 and 
was among the first warships to respond to the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, targeting the Taliban and Al Qaeda 
in Afghanistan. 
              After nearly 40 years of service in the Middle 
East and the Persian Gulf, the majestic steel ship is being 
decommissioned after making one last port call this week 
in Massachusetts, native state of its namesake.  Along with 
members of the Kennedy family, other dignitaries, and for-
mer sailors, tens of thousands of residents are expected to 
take a final tour of the 1,052-foot-long carrier, which will 
dock at the North Jetty in South Boston's Marine Industrial 
Park from Thursday through Sunday. The public is invited 
on board over the weekend.  
              On the vessel's last visit to Boston, for two days 
in May 2005, about 60,000 people lined up as early as 2 
AM in queues that grew to a half-mile long."I am very 
pleased that it will have this final opportunity to visit Bos-
ton, a city that my father loved so very much," said Caro-
line Kennedy, who is scheduled to arrive for the festivities 
with US Senator Edward M. Kennedy on Friday, when as 
many 300 people, including some current sailors, will take 
the oath of citizenship on board. "The ship was a great 
tribute to my father‘s legacy and a brilliant reflection of his 
public service."  Senator Kennedy agreed, saying it is fit-
ting that the carrier's final port of call is in Boston."  She'll 
always hold a special place in the hearts of our family," the 
senator said of the ship in a statement, "and I know my 
brother would be very proud of the skill and courage and 

dedication of the sailors who have served on her so well on so 
many major occasions over the years."  After leaving Boston next 
Monday, the ship is to be officially decommissioned on March 23 
and mothballed in Mayport, Fla., its home port. 
              The Navy is retiring the carrier because, unlike other 
modernized aircraft carriers that run on nuclear power, the USS 
John F. Kennedy runs on oil.  Lieutenant Paul Brawley, a Navy 
spokesman based in Boston, said the Navy would save $85 mil-
lion annually by decommissioning the ship. 
              For original crew members, saying goodbye is bitter-
sweet.  Jim Prior , 76, of Arlington, who was a supply store 
keeper on the ship until he retired in 1969, said he hopes it will 
one day become a floating museum, though no one has stepped 
forward with the millions of dollars that would be needed.  "You 
put a lot of work into a ship when you see it go into commission," 
he said. "But to turn around and see it go out of commission, it is 
a heartbreaker. But it is 39 years old, and it's run out of steam, 
just like us, I guess."   
              Another original crew member, Jack Devlin , 63, of 
North Andover, packed his bags Saturday for Norfolk, Va., where 
he plans to board the ship today for its journey to Boston.  "We 
brought her to life," said the former radar operator, who served on 
the ship from 1968 to 1970, watching out for hostile aircraft 
above and enemy submarines below."We really put the heartbeat 
in that ship," Devlin said, recalling the day in 1968 when he was 
the sixth man to board the warship. "The thing is, if you set the 
standard, the new guys who become the old guys, they pick up 
this heartbeat. And if it is a good and solid heartbeat, you have a 
good, solid ship and crew forever."  The 82,000-ton ship, which is 
wider than two football fields and as tall from keel to mast as a 
23-story building, has a neighborhood of about 5,000 men, com-
plete with dentist and doctor's offices, a movie theater, and a 
daily newspaper.  In May 1967, 3 1/2 years after President Ken-
nedy was assassinated, Caroline, then 9, christened the ship in her 
father's name in ceremonies held at Newport News, Va. The USS 
John F. Kennedy was formally commissioned and entered into 
naval service in September 1968.   
              Stepping on board for the first time was a thrill for him 
and every other crewmember from Massachusetts still grappling 
with the assassination, said Prior.  "It fascinated me," he recalled. 
"It was a beautiful ship. It was your home. As I looked at this . . . 
it was monstrous. I thought to myself, 'What makes this thing 
float?' "He also remembered the day he drove a Navy admiral to a 
ceremony on the ship  and he met Jacqueline Kennedy, JFK's 
widow. "When she stepped out of the car there were a lot of us 
standing there and she came over and introduced herself to us," 
said Prior. 

              Home to tens of thousands of servicemen over the 
course of its life, the ship was revered across the country, said 

former crewmen.  Original crew member James Bearfield , 58, of 
Newton, who helped launch planes off the carrier's deck, said he 
looks forward to saying goodbye to Big John one last time.  "You 
had to be there; there is no more truth than that," Bearfield said, 

recalling the fears he had as a 19-year-old about  being blown off 
the deck by an aircraft's exhaust. Or the time a buddy of his acci-
dentally got hooked on a cable when a plane was landing, send-
ing him skidding wildly down the platform."At 19 or 20 years 

old, you just paid attention and did your job," he said.  You didn't 
really think about the danger.  You thought you were invincible."   

XXX 

(Jackie Olinger, aboard USS Lexington) 
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Frank and Veronica Schmidt 

     
 

Diane and Pat Suhy                                       Peggy and Don Burry                                 

Nancy            Carol        Elaine Starzyk        Marion               Marlene and Len Sitek 
  Bernhardt      Walker      (Guest)                    Teske  

Warren & Kathleen Galbraith         Vince & Lil Lauro                            Mira & Carl Dobrzynski 
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A note from Bob Parentau: 
Bill Large-Correct Zip Code to 48094 from 49094 
 

Jim Carruth-Update phone to 313 867-6646 
 

Don & Bev Stempiewski-Correct street Chesterfield. 
 

Milt Freivogel-New address: 600 Breeze Park Dr. Apt 
196, St. Charrles, MO 63304, Ph: 636 329-8018,  EM: 
mltfreiv@gmail,com. 
 

Jack Bucchare-New email: jbucchare@comcastlne 
 

Steinl, Leo & Susan-New Members      248 251-0492 
765 Upper Scotsborough Way 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
 

Joe Vlk-New email:  joe_vlk@att.net  
 

Bob Sobel: New email: buffalobob@charter.net 

From Toni Leach: 

Toni with Ernie Harwell, Valentines Day, 2009 
———————————————————— 

————————————————————————

MEMBER INFORMATION    
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The Wallly Duda band                                                  Kay and Ken Hewitt 

          Diana Cromie                  Barbara Zynda           Carol Walker                Joe Przybylski 

Standing, L. to R: ?———————–,  JoAnn and Cas Krajewski 
Seated L. to R: ?________________,  ?____________________, ?____________________ 
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A reminder to the editors of the retirees publication “CERC”       

After reading what was described as a "funny anecdote" in the October issue of the retirees publication 
"CERC", I feel obligated to remind Alan Thebert, publication editor, and his associate editor of "Veterans Info" col-
umn, Tom Zebehazy, (both on their freshman assignments),as to their responsibility when editing critical articles sub-
mitted by an unknown critic for publication, whether in jest or otherwise. 

I am not about to comment on the derogatory statements made by the misinformed critic when describing an un-
true mishap, which was to have happened, involving a brave young trooper and the accidental shooting of his mount ,
while participating in a demonstration being provided for the military upper echelon. He indeed is deserving not only 
of gratitude, but also of respect.                                                                     Nor will I respond to his statement about 
the importance or necessity of the Horse Cavalry in WWII. The 1st Cavalry Div. had a battle performance rating un-
equaled by any military outfit in the S.W. Pacific theatre of operations, and as recorded in history-'commended time 
and again on their immediate and spontaneous response to a dastardly attack on Pearl Harbor by a merciless and un-
forgivable Japanese force which triggered WWII 

Once again, this is just an expression of my feelings and not meant to be considered as a judgment or registered 
complaint.                               Sincerely, Frank J. Andrews (Ret). Proud, ExCavalry S/Sgt. (WWII).Ret. 

ED:  The following is Frank’s response to the Oc-
tober supplement to the JL-AU Companion  WWII 
Veteran article  he had earlier submitted. 

ED:  In spite of the last paragraph, Frank’s remarks are correct, inasmuch as I would be remiss in any acceptance of 
a context of disrespect of the U.S Army’s Cavalry and other units.  My apologies, Frank, and my appreciation for 
your initial writeup. 
                                                                              Alan Thebert, CERC Companion Editor  

WOMENS’ ITEM    From  Max 
Bernier:  (Retyped to save space)  
Hi Alan, look what I found.  OLD time 
bowling winners.  Do not know year. 
 

R1, left to right  Lil (Matsock) Anderson, 
Smittie Dennison. 
 

R2  Kim O’Dowd(?), Karen (Britton) 
Bilbija, Jan (Brezinski) Gailey. 
 

Not sure of all spelling—WHOOPS. 
 

Thanks to all who keep doing all the 
WORK!  Good job! 
                                    Max Bernier 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————– 

 Let this khaki color remind you to help our CERC softcover book col-
lection  for, and delivery to, hospitalized veterans.  CERC president Gil Opaleski began this  project 
some four years ago, and has delivered around 2,500 books so far.  The primary month for Gil to 
obtain and deliver the books is JUNE, giving 4+ months to save softcover books, of any size, to 
bring to this February’s, or the April or JUNE luncheons.  

BRING BOOKS 



 Pg. 17 

Duane and Jacquie Rushlow                                                       Judy Medford               Pat Mitchell 

Bob Satawa                                      Lou Lowran                     Elinor Satawa             Alice Lowran                                                                

Tom Hill &  Sandra Studebaker   Joe & Sharon Nazione  John & Glenna Washinski       Pete Casanova 
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2009 CERC 
OFFICERS 

 
President   Vice President 
Gil Opaleski   Rev. Ed Verduin 
4789 Lorwood Dr  28076 Palomino 
Ave. Smiths Creek, MI 48074 Warren,  MI 48093  
(810) 989-2564                          (586) 558-4519 
Opaleski401@comcast.net    
                               reveddievee@wowway.com                                       
Treasurer          Secretary 
Dick Verduyn          Pat Carollo                         
41841 Pond View Dr             14243 Lakeshore 
Strl Hts, MI 48314        Sterling Hts, MI 48313 
(586) 739-4488                     (586) 247-4477 
verduyn@aol.com   patcarollo@wowway.com 

COMMITTEES 
Companion Editor         Webmaster               
Alan Thebert                          Ken Deer 
11826 Forest Glen Ln.           8552 Charles Ct. 
Shelby Twp.,.MI 48315         Sterling Hts., MI 48312     
(586) 786-6611                     (586) 264-7466 
althebert@comcast.net         deerken@gmail.com 
 
      Store Sales 
Luncheon            Mal Hanson 
Ray Culbertson           30151 Barbary Ct 
44117 Dylan            Warren, MI 48093 
Strl Hts, MI 48314  (586) 751-0865 
(586) 323-1292                   hansonm9@comcast.net 
rayandrosetta@sbcglobal.net    
    Membership 
Golf Outing   Joe Orlando 
Jack Braden   2057 Shady Dr 
876 Edgemont Park  Warren, MI 48092 
GrPte Park, MI 48230      (586) 751-8592 
(586) 786-0572               jporlando@comcast.net  
 
50/50 Raffle   50/50 Raffle 
Elsie Mize   Dave Dolby 
36844 Arlene Dr           1835 Spring Grove Dr 
Strl Hts, MI 48310  Blmfd Hls, MI 48304 
(586) 979-9792             (248) 853-5963 
            davidadolby@aol.com 
Christmas Party 
Barbara Zynda                   GM Retiree Relations 
4819 Stelwell Dr      Pam Flores 
Warren, MI 48092                GM Communications 
(586) 751-8806                    300 Renaissance Center 
zyndab@aol.com                 Detroit, MI 48265-300 
                                             (313) 667-1420 
                                             Pamela.flores@gm.com 

 
 

 
 

NEXT CERC LUNCHEON MEETING 
 

Date:          Tuesday, February 09, 2010 
Where:           The Gazebo Banquet Center 
Time:          11:30 AM ‘til ????? 
Cost:           $11.00 To CERC by 03FE10 
           Check: Payable to “CERC” and sent to:   

Luncheon, PO Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 
 

LUNCHEON MENU - CASH BAR 
- Herbed Baked Chicken 
- Pepper Steak w/ Wild Rice 
- Baked tilapia, topped w/ garlic dill butter  
- Buttered Corn 
- Au Gratin Baked Potato w/ Cheddar 

Sauce  
             -     Tossed salad w/ Assorted Dressings 

- Vegetable Tray w/ Dip, Fresh Fruit Tray 
- Assorted Relishes & Salads 
- Fresh Rolls & Butter, Coffee, Tea, Milk 
- Deserts, fruit, vanil la and chocolate 

puddings 
 

CERC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name: _________________________________ 
 
Spouse: _______________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ 
 
State: _____________ Zip Code: ___________ 
 
Home Phone: ___________________________ 
 
Email Address: __________________________ 
 
If you change address seasonally, you must so 
advise your local P.O. to forward mail.  Advise CERC 
(Joe Orlando) of all other changes, at CERC, P.O. 
Box 58, Warren, MI 48090. 
 
I worked at/for CEC, 19 ___ to 19 ___ 
 
 CEC   Dep’t.: ___________Site______________ 
 
Retired from GM: 19 ____Where?___________ 
 
Group/Div.______________________________  
 

Yearly Dues $15.00 (Jan 1st to Dec 31st) 
To be paid by Feb. 28, 2010!!  

Make “DUES” check payable to CERC 
Send to Dues, P.O. Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 


