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YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE! 

FEWER PAGES, MOSTLY PICTURES, 

MINIMALLY EDITED (POLISHED), AND 

PHOTO SUBJECTS NOT CITED BY NAME 

NEXT LUNCHEONS: 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9TH 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11TH 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 

(CHRISTMAS PARTY) 

 

2012 CERC ELECTIONS 

AT OCTOBER LUNCHEON 

 

NOMINATE OR VOLUNTEER 

AT THIS AUGUST LUNCHEON 

 

CLUB OFFICER AND COMMITTEE 

POSITIONS OPEN 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB! 

 

LUNCHEON GUESTS ARE WELCOME 

NORMAL $12 COST, PER PERSON 

 

 

2012 DUES OF $15 ARE PAYABLE NOW, 

UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2012 

 

GOLF SHIRT WINNERS: 
 

Robert Berch See photo received  later 

 

Allen Pollard  Not present 

 

Ed Sobczak  Present, but no photo 

 

 

50/50 WINNERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        3RD  JOHN TOBER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          2ND  TOM HILL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          1ST GENE GRAMZAY      
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CERC Board Meeting Minutes of June 

14, 2011 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Gil Opaleski 

at 1:34 PM 

 

In attendance were Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Dick Verduyn, 

Pat Carollo, Alan Thebert, Ray Culbertson, Joe Orlando, 

Mal Hanson & Tom Zebehazy 

 

Reading of the minutes of the last CERC Board meeting 

was dispensed and accepted as published in the June 2011 

issue of the Companion. All were in favor! 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Gil passed out an updated version of Christmas Party 

responsibilities for the Board’s review and when accepted 

to be placed in the CERC Policy and Procedure Book. 

 

Next Gil continued the matter concerning Don Robbins 

suggestion to allow our GM dealer to sponsor luncheon 

meeting by subsidizing the costs thereto. Gil discussed this 

with our GM corporate representative. Their response was 

negative and an example was illustrated to that end. After 

a discussion it was decided to take no action but keep the 

matter open pending a further investigation.  

 

Next Gil continued the matter concerning Don Christman’s 

objection to a publicized Companion article, saying that 

political subjects such as the article alluded to should not 

be used in the Companion. After a discussion Gil considers 

the matter closed with the letter he sent to Don Christman 

explaining CERC’s position and posture. 

 

Gil commented on the favorable effects of the Directory 

Joe Orlando publishes. It’s new every month, up-to-date 

and easily accessable. 

 

As June 14 is Flag Day Gil passed out a document which 

commemorates the flag. Also it was noted that Alan 

Thebert procured and placed a flag at each table. This was 

a very thoughtful gesture which was well accepted by 

attending members. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Membership – Joe Orlando reported that after adding two 

new members we now have 534 members as of 5/22/11 

 

Secretary – Pat Carollo reviewed that the Restaurant 

survey was done and turned over to Ray Culbertson. And 

the History chart has been brought up-to-date and will be 

distributed at the August meeting. 

 

Vice President – Ed Verduin reminded the Board that in 

the August meeting all members are urged to submit 

candidates for offices and that in the October meeting 

these candidates are voted for installation in 2012. 

 

Treasurer – Dick Verduyn report shows that the beginning 

balance $11,655 and the ending balance of $11,304. 

Included was a 6-page report. 

 

Companion Editor – Alan Thebert presented a report 

showing the costs of producing the Companion, the 

number of members opting to receive their newsletter 

online, and an appeal that urges the immediate need for a 

replacement editor. 

 

Luncheon – Ray Culbertson Emailed a report which 

included the financial  aspects of the luncheon, a list of 

attendee, and results of the 50/50 Raffle and the Polo shirt 

Raffle. 

 

Web Master – Tom Zebehazy presented an oral report 

discussing the changes he has made to the web site and 

some intended changes. 

 

Store – Mal Hanson submitted a prepared report showing 

the store inventory. A question asking if he should 

purchase hats was made. Mal will get the details and 

present it at the next meeting. 

 

50/50 Raffle Winners: 1
st

 – Gene Gramzay; 2
nd

 – Tom Hill, 

3
rd

 – John Tober 

 

Polo Shirt Raffle Winners: 1
st

 - Robert Berch, 2
nd - 

 Allen 

Pollard, 3
rd

 – Ed Sobczak 

 

The meting was adjourned at 2:33 PM. 
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(Jackie Olinger, aboard USS Lexington) 

 
                              King Arthur And The Witch 
                                  
   Young King Arthur was ambushed and imprisoned by the 
monarch of a neighboring kingdom. The monarch could have 
killed him but was moved by Arthur's youth and ideals. So, the 
monarch offered him his freedom, as long as he could answer a 
very difficult question. Arthur would have a year to figure out the 
answer and, if after a year, he still had no answer, he would be 
put to death.                              
   The question?  What do women really want? Such a question 
would perplex even the most knowledgeable man, and to young 
Arthur, it seemed an impossible query.  But, since it was better 
than death, he accepted the monarch's proposition to have an 
answer by year's end.  
   He returned to his kingdom and began to poll everyone: the 
princess, the priests, the wise men, and even the court jester.  He 
spoke with everyone, but no one could give him a satisfactory 
answer. 
   Many people advised him to consult the old witch, for only she 
would have the answer. 
   But the price would be high; as the witch was famous 
throughout the kingdom for the exorbitant prices she charged.  
    The last day of the year arrived and Arthur had no choice but 
to talk to the witch. She agreed to answer the question, but he 
would have to agree to her price first. 
    The old witch wanted to marry Sir Lancelot, the most noble of 
the Knights of the Round Table and Arthur's closest friend! 
    Young Arthur was horrified. She was hunchbacked and 
hideous, had only one tooth, smelled like sewage, made obscene 
noises, etc. He had never encountered such a repugnant creature 
in all his life.  
    He refused to force his friend to marry her and endure such a 
terrible burden; but Lancelot, learning of the proposal, spoke with 
Arthur.  He said nothing was too big of a sacrifice compared to 
Arthur's life and the preservation of the Round Table.  
    Hence, a wedding was proclaimed and the witch answered 
Arthur's question thus:   “ What a woman really wants, she 
answered….is to be in charge of her own life.” 
     Everyone in the kingdom instantly knew that the witch had 
uttered a great truth and that Arthur’s life would be spared. 
     And so it was, the neighboring monarch granted Arthur his 
freedom, and Lancelot and the witch had a wonderful wedding. 
     The honeymoon hour approached, and Lancelot, steeling 
himself for a horrific experience, entered the bedroom.  But what 
a sight awaited him.  The most beautiful woman he had ever seen   
awaited him. 
      Asked Lancelot, “What had happened?” 

 
    The beauty replied that since he had been so kind to her 
when she appeared as a witch, she would henceforth, be her 
horrible deformed self only half the time and the beautiful 
maiden the other half. 
    Which would he prefer? Beautiful during the day... or 
night?  
   Lancelot pondered the predicament. During the day, a 
beautiful woman to show off to his friends, but at night, in 
the privacy of his castle, an old witch? Or, would he prefer 
having a hideous witch during the day, but by night, a 
beautiful woman for him to enjoy wondrous intimate 
moments? 
                               What would YOU do?  
                                 
                                What Lancelot chose is below. 
                             
   
 
 BUT, make YOUR choice before you look down below. 
 
 
 
    Noble Lancelot said that he would allow HER to make the 
choice herself. 
    Upon hearing this, she announced that she would be 
beautiful all the time because he had respected her enough to 
let her be in charge of her own life. 
 
                            Now... what is the moral to this story?  
 
                            The moral is... 
 
 
    If you don't let a woman have her own way, things are 
going to get ugly!  

Editor’s notes on photos: 

 

• Ironic; more photos were available for this 

reduced issue than usually provided for any one 

luncheon. 

• Photo credits go to Don Hoffman, Alan Thebert, 

and Dick Verduin. 

• Many available photos, by the three 

photographers, were near duplicates, so thus 

appear showing the same CERC members. 

• For the same reason, many of the attendees were 

not photoed or  not depicted in this issue. 

• Due to time and editing constraints, photo 

subject names are omitted, except for the special 

topics, e.g. the 50/50 winners. 
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FIRST TIMER TO LUNCHEON 
 
RON GOLEMBIEWSKI 
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DALE PASCOE 
   

This  Detroit News article was submitted by Don Hoffman 
 
    Marney Rich Keenan  (Detroit News Writer, 7-7-11) 
 
  Old Detroit cross rises from ashes and neglect 
 
    Relatives of firefighters who saved it will shoulder beloved 
    heirloom on a new journey 
 
The image is seared in the memory of many in Detroit's Belgian 
community: firefighters carrying a 13-foot crucifix out of the 
devastated and fire-ravaged Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic 
Church on Meldrum Street on the city's east side. 
 
The date was April 10, 1963. Shortly after 8 a.m., a five-alarm 
fire, believed but never proved to have been set by arsonists, 
roared through  the deserted Briggs auto plant. Leaping flames, 
driven by 18 mile-an-hour winds, jumped from the plant to the 
church. 
 
By the time the fire was under control, the factory had been 
leveled, and all that remained of the half-century-old Belgian 
National church was a roofless skeleton. 
 
With the church in ruins, "many felt it was a miracle that that 
crucifix had even survived," says Dale Pascoe of St. Clair 
Shores. 
 
Pascoe's great-grandfather, John (Joannes) Emmanuel Verbiest 
(1854-1914), an entrepreneur who emigrated from Antwerp, 
Belgium, purchased the cross and several stained-glass 
windows, donating them to his church in 1911. 
 
Now, 100 years later, the revered Christian symbol and Verbiest 
family heirloom is once again being rescued. The all-but-

forgotten cross  (neglected and found on the floor behind an 
altar at Detroit's Good Shepherd Church covered by a sheet) will 
soon be restored to its original beauty. Once refurbished, the 
crucifix will resume its place of honor for adoration and prayer 
in a new church home. 
 
On Saturday, relatives of the firefighters who carried the 
crucifix out of the ashes will replicate the work of their 
forefathers, lifting the cross to their shoulders and transporting it 
to a studio where it will be refurbished. 
 
Included in the processional will be members of the Verbiest 
family led by the Rev. Robert H. Blondell, who is of Belgian 
ancestry and is now the retired pastor of St. Hubert Parish in 
Harrison Township. He will be holding the folded Belgian flag 
that belonged to Rene DeSeranno, a deceased pillar of the 
Belgian community who headed the successful fundraising 
committee to rebuild Our Lady of Sorrows after the fire. 
 
"This is an important piece of Detroit history and of Belgian 
history," says Mary Lou Schulte of Harrison Township. "It has 
to be preserved for generations to come. It's our obligation." 
 
Schulte, a cousin of Pascoe and a great-granddaughter of the 
original benefactor, John Verbiest, is responsible for 
spearheading the crucifix project. "It's been a labor of love," she 
says. 
 
One of the firefighters who searched for the cross in the rubble 
was Jules "Joe" DeSchryver. DeSchryver served mostly at the 
Mount Elliot and Sylvester firehouse from 1947 to 1984, retiring 
as chief. 
 
"My dad was 100 percent Belgian, a first-generation American," 
says his daughter, Layne DeSchryver Montesino of Harrison 
Township. "For him to be called to this fire was really ironic, 
especially when you consider how legendary this fire was." 
 
DeSchryver's first-born son, George DeSchryver, is flying in 
from California to help carry the cross on Saturday. "My whole 
family considers it a privilege and an honor to be involved," 
Montesino says. 
  
          Haven for Belgian Catholics 
 
The 1963 fire was a brutal blow to the city's Belgian Catholics. 
Established in 1884, Our Lady of Sorrows was the only Belgian 
parish in the city, and it drew families from all over Metro 
Detroit. 
 
Historical accounts were understandably dramatic: Four cars 
parked outside the church were destroyed by the fire. One 
parishioner who ran out of the church told a Detroit News 
reporter: "When I came out the whole sky was afire. It looked 
like the end of the world!" 
 
Attending 8 a.m. Mass that morning were some 200 school 
children. They were safely evacuated from the burning church, 
thanks to the Dominican nuns who marshaled their little charges 
in orderly rows and led them in reciting the rosary. 
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All the more poignant, the Sunday following the fire was Easter 
Sunday. Parishioners attended Mass in the school auditorium that 
Easter and worshipped there until the church was rebuilt. 
 
The parish pledged its own resurrection, adopting the motto for 
the building committee's fundraising campaign: "I shall rise 
again." 
 
Four years later, they made good on that promise. In May 1967, a 
new church opened its doors, with the refurbished crucifix taking 
center stage. Some 1,000 Catholics watched as the firemen who 
rescued the cross carried it down the aisle on their shoulders. 
 
Close to four decades later, in 2000, Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church was sold to a Baptist congregation, becoming the New 
Liberty Baptist Church. 
 
Following the sale, the cross was moved to Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church (formerly Church of the Annunciation) on 
Parkview Street. In the ensuing years, life went on and the cross 
became a distant memory. 
  
          On a quest 
 
But three years ago, motivated by a death in the family, Schulte 
decided to find out what happened to the family crucifix after the 
death of her brother, Donald Leininger, a Catholic priest. 
 
"As a Capuchin priest, he chose the name Father Emmanuel, after 
our great grandfather," Schulte says. 
 
She found the crucifix at Good Shepherd ? on the floor covered 
by a sheet. Evidently the cross, which is made of fir to which a 5-
foot plaster corpus is affixed, was too heavy to securely hang 
from the wall. 
 
"When I saw it, I could have cried my eyes out," Schulte says. 
"It's just brought back so many memories of my ancestors." 
 
Schulte enlisted the support of her two cousins, Pascoe and Frank 
"Bud" Verbiest, both of St. Clair Shores. The three agreed to 
share the cost of the restoration, estimated to be about $3,000. 
After several information packages were sent to the pastors of 
area churches, the precious heirloom has found a new home: St. 
Gerald Catholic Church in Farmington. Restoration is expected to 
take two months. 
 
Fighting back tears, Pascoe says: "I just can't wait to see the cross 
of my Belgian heritage hanging in the church for all to adore. 
When you think of it, the whole ceiling collapsed on that cross. 
There's a reason it's survived so long: It may have powers waiting 
to be discovered." 
 

WE CARE 
Art Bloodworth; died June 25, 2011, at age 82. 
 

Jim Landis; died June 9th, 2011, at age 88. 
 

MEMBER INFO 
 

Bob Chapman has sent CERC a DVD documenting 
the construction, in the late ‘50s(?), of the 
“Experimental Corvette—SS”.  The disc will be 
turned over to Pat Carollo, CERC Historian, for 
possible duplication or loan to interested members. 
 

Ray and Rosetta Culbertson; latest email address is 
rayandrosetta@comcast.net. 
 

Mark and Susan Williamson; latest email address is 
suemarwill99@comcast.net 
 

Ron Swanson; new address: 
26630 S. Howard Dr. 
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248-7223 
 

Wendell Jacobson; membership reactivated. 
 

Fred and Carol Turek; membership reactivated. 
 

Jim Royse; latest email address is 
jroyse06@wowway.com 
 

Mal and Marie Hanson; supplied the Father’s Day 
cards for the June luncheon. 
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2011 CERC OFFICERS 
 

President            Vice President 
Gil Opaleski              Rev. Ed Verduin 
4789Lorwood Dr.           28076 Palomino Ave. 
Smiths Creek, MI 48074 Warren, MI 48093 
810 989-2564                  586 558-4519 
opaleski401@comcast.net 
                                       reveddievee@wowway.com 
 
Treasurer                    Secretary                  
 Dick Verduyn                  Pat Carollo 
41841 Pond View Dr.      14243 Lakeshore 
Sterling Hts., MI 48314   Sterling Hts., MI 48313 
586 739-4488                   586 247-4477 
verduyn@aol.com            patcarollo@wowway.com 
 

2011 COMMITTEES 
 

Companion Editor       Webmaster 
Alan Thebert                      Tom Zebehazy 
11826 Forest Glen Ln        3364 York Ct. 
Shelby Twp., MI 48315     Rochester, MI 48306-1470 
586 786-6611                     248 370-0797 
althebert@comcast.net       tomzeb2@aol.com 
 
Luncheon                      Store Sales 
Ray Culbertson                    Mal Hanson 
44117 Dylan                        30151 Barbary Ct. 
Sterling Hts., MI 48314      Warren, MI 48093 
586 323-1292                      586 751-0865 
rayandrosetta@comcast.net  hansonm9@comcast.net 
 
Golf Outing                   Membership 
Jack Braden                         Joe Orlando 
876 Edgemont Park             2057 Shady Dr. 
GrosPte. Park, MI 48230    Warren, MI 48092 
586 786-0572                      586 751-8592 
                                             jporlando@att.net 
 
Menu & 50/59 Raffle    50/50 Raffle 
Carlotta Aurelia                   Dave Dolby 
258 Beechview Dr. S           1835 Spring Grove Dr. 
Rochester, MI 48306           Blmfld Hills, MI 48304 
248 651-7709                       248 853-5963 
jaurelia@sbcglobal.net        davidadolby@aol.com 
 
Christmas Party            GM Retiree Relations 
Nancy Bernhardt                 Marcia Hall-Jenkins 
2407 Sweet Dr                         GM Comm.  300 Ren. Cen. 
Troy, MI 48085-6712              MC: 482-C29-824 
248 879-0814                           Detroit, MI300 
gnbernhardt@wowway.com 313 665-2137 
                                               
 

HELP ME FIND 
 

SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER 
 

CERC WILL  PROVIDE SOFTWARE 
 

ALAN WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NEXT CERC LUNCHEON: 
 

     THEME:  BUY AMERICAN 
 
 Date:         Tuesday, August 09, 2011 
 Where:       The Gazebo, Mound & 13 
 Time:          Come @ 11, Eat @ Noon 
 Cost/each:  $12 to CERC by 01AU11 
 Pay via:      Check to CERC luncheon 
 Mail to:      CERC, P.O. Box 58 
                              Warren, MI 48090 
 Pay @ door?:  $15 cash or check 
 
 
Luncheon Menu—(Cash bar @ 11:30) 
 
   Beef pot roast w/gravy & veggies 
 Chicken parmesan 
          Deep-fried Atlantic cod 
 Green beans almondine 
       Oven roasted rosemary Potatoes 
 Tossed salad, dressing choices 
 Veggie and fruit trays 
 Assorted relishes 
 Dinner rolls & butter 
 Coffee, tea, milk 
 Fresh fruit desert 
 Chocolate and vanilla puddings 
 
CERC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name:_______________________________ 
 
Spouse:____________________________________ 
 
Street:_____________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________ 
 
State:________Zip  Code:_____________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________ 
 
NOTE  If you change your mailing address 
seasonally, YOU must so advise your own local U.S. 
Post Office to forward mail.  Also advise CERC via 
Joe Orlando of any other contact info updates, to 
CERC, P.O. Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 
 
CEC / GM WORK INFO  (briefly, CEC Dept, etc.) 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
__________________________Yr. Retired______ 


