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CERC BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2011 

- This was the 104th  Luncheon and meeting held at the Gazebo. 

-In attendance were: Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Ray Culbertson, 

Dick Verduyn, Pat Carollo, Alan Thebert, Joe Orlando and Mal 

Hanson.  The meeting was called to order by President, Gil 

Opaleski at 1:30 PM. 

The October Board Minutes were accepted as published in the 

December issue of the Companion. 

OLD BUSINESS 

-President Gil reminded all Board members to maintain their 

data, and to submit to him a memo briefly explaining the data 

retention method and general content! 

NEW BUSINESS 

-Regarding the fine pictorial Officers and Committee people 

sheet which Dick Verduyn produces, Gil requested that it be 

brought up-to-date correcting a minor error. 

-President Gil displayed a letter he received from Veterans 

Hospital thanking the club for its $200 Christmas donation. 

-President Gil distributed a proposed list of a Christmas Party 

Chairperson‘s responsibilities. We went over about 14 items, 

carefully examining their content and making revisions thereto.  

A revised list will be prepared for the Board‘s approval. 

-We briefly discussed the cost vs price factors relative to the 2010   

Christmas party. The discussion led into firming up the 2011 

Christmas Party date and menu responsibility, upon which Dick 

Verduyn will follow. 

-Pat Carollo asked the Board if they were fully in agreement with 

raising the price of the luncheons to $12. The Board voted yes, 

with one nay vote! Also Jack Turner had in his possession 

photographs given to him by Paul King. Paul had a photo made 

of CEC people and placed them on index cards. He gave them to 

Jack Turner who turned them over to me for safe keeping in the 

CERC Memorabilia. The collection now is with Alan Thebert 

who may use some of them in the Companion. 

-The next agenda item was ―Election of Officers‖. It was brought 

out that announcements in the Companion and on the Website 

should be done as early as the August issue and again in the 

October issue. All agreed. 

 

REPORTS 

-Membership: Joe Orlando reported that on October 12, 2010 we 

had 580 members. We added Janet Jacob, Gary Johnston & 

Kathy Stizman, one member, Betty Weidel, passed away, thus 

bringing our membership as of February 8, 2011 to 582. Joe 

reports that sadly we lost 14 members last year and that only 310 

people have paid their 2011 membership dues. Finally, Joe 

proposes that with a slight change in format, he can send the 

Board an updated electronic (Email) directory periodically which 

would save the club money. A sample listing was provided and 

fully accepted by the Board. 

-Companion Editor: Alan Thebert presented a 5-point report: 1. 

The February Companion costs was $907.  2. 52 members opted 

to accept February issue online delivery in place of a mailed hard 

copy, saving CERC about $90. Eight more have so agreed and 

more may prior to sending out the April issue. A saving of &1.50 

per issue, times 6 issues per year, could allow a $5 dues reduction 

with an overall net income gain. ( Something for you members 

with internet capabilities to think about). 3. A need to recruit a 

―Social secretary‖ to begin a program of Birthday Month 

acknowledgements, illness cards, etc.,. 4. Any documents 

prepared under MS Office will continue being converted to PDF 

format for online distribution.  5. We have enough to arbitrarily 

cease hard copy mailing to those members who have Email 

addresses. Shall we do this???? 

-Secretary: Pat Carollo – Needs to update the ―CERC Statistical 

Data Sheet‖ and the ―CERC Historical Chart‖  

-Treasurer: Dick Verduyn presented a report which showed that 

we our Beginning balance of $6,533, we issue checks in the 

amount of $1,163, We made deposits of $3,795, for an Ending 

Balance of $9,165. 

-Store: Mal Hanson presented a report showing which showed 

that he will need to increase his Polo Shirt Inventory. The Board 

approved this request. As to beginning another inventory of T-

shirts, the Board declined this request. 

-Luncheon: Ray Culbertson reported that the February 8th 

luncheon had 109 prepaid and 12 complimentary lunches with 5 

more paying at the door for an expected attendance of 126. 

EVENTS 

-The 50/50 Raffle Winners were: (1st) Carl Dobrzynski; (2nd) Pat 

Carollo; & (3rd) Brian Chamberlain 

-The Polo Shirt Winners were: Alan Thebert, Bill Weber & Al 

Bielawski. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:24 PM 

Pat Carollo, CERC Secretary (8FE2011) 

CERC BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF 

FEBRUARY 8, 2011 
 

- This was the 104th  Luncheon and meeting held at the Gazebo. 

-In attendance were: Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Ray Culbertson, 

Dick Verduyn, Pat Carollo, Alan Thebert, Joe Orlando and Mal 

Hanson.  The meeting was called to order by President, Gil 

Opaleski at 1:30 PM. 

The October, 2010 Board Meeting Minutes were accepted as 

published in the December issue of the Companion. 

OLD BUSINESS 

-President Gil reminded all Board members to maintain their 

data, and to submit to him a memo briefly explaining the data 

retention method and general content! 

NEW BUSINESS 

-Regarding the fine pictorial Officers and Committee people 

sheet which Dick Verduyn produces, Gil requested that it be 

brought up-to-date correcting a minor error. 

-President Gil displayed a letter he received from Veterans 

Hospital thanking the club for its $200 Christmas donation. 

-President Gil distributed a proposed list of a Christmas Party 

Chairperson‘s responsibilities. We went over about 14 items, 

carefully examining their content and making revisions thereto.  

A revised list will be prepared for the Board‘s approval. 

-We briefly discussed the cost vs price factors relative to the 2010   

Christmas party. The discussion led into firming up the 2011 

Christmas Party date and menu responsibility, upon which Dick 

Verduyn will follow. 

-Pat Carollo asked the Board members if they were fully in 

agreement with raising the price of the luncheons to $12. The 

Board voted yes, with one nay vote! Also Jack Turner had in his 

possession photographs given to him by Paul King. Paul had a 

photo made of CEC people and placed them on index cards. He 

gave them to Jack Turner who turned them over to me for safe 

keeping in the CERC Memorabilia. The collection now is with 

Alan Thebert who may use some of them in the Companion.  (Ed: 

See Page 14)  

-The next agenda item was ―Election of Officers‖. It was brought 

out that announcements in the Companion and on the Website 

should be done as early as the August issue and again in the 

October issue. All agreed. 
 

REPORTS 

-Membership: Joe Orlando reported that on October 12, 2010 we 

had 580 members. We added Janet Jacob, Gary Johnston & 

Kathy Stizman, one member, Betty Weidel, passed away, thus 

bringing our membership as of February 8, 2011 to 582. Joe 

reports that sadly we lost 14 members last year and that only 310 

people have paid their 2011 membership dues. Finally, Joe 

proposes that with a slight change in format, he can send the 

Board an updated electronic (Email) directory periodically which 

would save the club money. A sample listing was provided and 

fully accepted by the Board. 

-Companion Editor: Alan Thebert presented a 5-point report: 1. 

The February Companion cost was $907.  2. 52 members opted to 

accept February issue online delivery in place of a mailed hard 

copy, saving CERC about $90. Eight more have so agreed and 

more may prior to sending out the April issue. A saving of $1.50 

per issue, times 6 issues per year, could allow a $5 dues reduction 

with an overall net income gain. ( Something for you members  

 with internet capabilities to think about). 3. Alan suggested that  

CERC establish a ―Social Secretary‖ position, to begin a program 

of Birthday Month acknowledgements, illness cards, etc.,. 4. Any 

documents prepared under MS Office will continue being 

converted to PDF format for online distribution.  5. We could 

arbitrarily cease hard copy mailing to those members who have 

Email addresses. Shall we do this???? 

-Alan gave to  Treasurer Dick Verduyn $20 voluntarily given him 

by Don Whiteside as a Companion mailing cost donatiion. 

-Secretary: Pat Carollo – Needs to update the ―CERC Statistical 

Data Sheet‖ and the ―CERC Historical Chart‖  

-Treasurer: Dick Verduyn presented a report which showed that 

we had a beginning balance of $6,533, he issued checks in the 

amount of $1,163, and made deposits of $3,795, for an Ending 

Balance of $9,165. 

-Store: Mal Hanson presented a report showing that he will need 

to increase his Polo Shirt Inventory. The Board approved this 

request. As to beginning another inventory of T-shirts, the Board 

declined this request. 

-Luncheon: Ray Culbertson reported that the February 8th 

luncheon had 109 prepaid and 12 complimentary lunches with 5 

more paying at the door for an overall attendance of 126. 

EVENTS 

-The 50/50 Raffle Winners were: (1st) Carl Dobrzynski; (2nd) Pat 

Carollo; & (3rd) Brian Chamberlain 

-The Polo Shirt Winners were: Alan Thebert, Bill Weber & Al 

Bielawski. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:24 PM 

Pat Carollo, CERC Secretary (8FE2011) 

50/50 WINNERS 

1st: Carl Dobrzynski           2nd: Pat Carollo 

 

 

3rd: Brian 

     Chamberlain 
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YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE! 

Your CERC elected Board and the committee chair persons have done, we believe, an outstanding job of 

dedication to maintaining our Club.  They volunteer their time, and other than the occasional ―comp.‖ meal, 

get only a rare thank you for their hours of time.  Some jobs require computer skills, time, phone calls, and 

trips to the post office or bank.  Other jobs require involvement in planning the regular luncheons.  Other chair 

people handle the golf league and the store at the luncheons.  The 50/50 raffle often prevents a cash shortfall, 

allows an occasional charitable donation, or helps cover the heavily subsidized Christmas party.  All in all, we 

work hard to provide a quality program at a very modest cost to our members. 

 

However, you may have noticed there isn‘t much of a turnover of Board or of committee personnel.  When a 

new person is needed to fill a position, the other five hundred fifty members sit on their hands and wait, as 

usually no other member steps forward.  SO ……… 

 

It‘s your turn to get involved, as has Nancy Bernhardt, our new chair person for the 2011 Christmas party.  On 

Nancy‘s staff will be Marion Teske and Barbara Zynda to assist.  Please do thank them for taking on this 

project.  NEXT, our Webmaster Ken Deer has ―unretired‖ to Chrysler.  Taking over will be Tom Zebehazy, 

who has so ably handled the Veterans‘ Information task for some two years or so. 

 

AND, for 2012, most of the present Board and Committee persons would like time off, so please respond to 

the October notice for nominations or volunteers. 
                                                                                                                                (For the Board, Dick Verduyn and Alan Thebert) 

GENERAL ITEMS & COMMENTS: 
 

This issue features photos donated by CERC members, too many to include them all at once; more to come. 
 

We have a Christmas Party Chairperson, Nancy Bernhardt, and Webmaster, Tom Zebehazy; see above. 
 

Postage will go up three cents, to $0.64 per copy with the June issue.  Sign up for online delivery? 
 

Our CERC membership is ―maturing‖, and more of us ―buy the farm‖ (derived from a pilot‘s widow‘s use of insurance 

money) or in other words depart this earthly abode.  By means of a count of single names in our roster, about 160 of the 

590 listed may be unmarried, to use that term.  The 160 is split as 110 male and 50 female, of whom many are surviving 

spouses of male CEC retirees.  There is no reason at all for any unacompanied member to feel out of place attending, 

alone or with a guest, any luncheon (or especially the Christmas party). 
 

Along with the welcome to singles, the Board is considering whether or not a Social Directorship be established to do 

such things as compile a Birthday Month recognition program, send get-well wishes cards (Joe Orlando already handles 

spouse death transitions), luncheon transportation arrangements, and so forth.  Any volunteers? 
 

Once again, Mal and Marie Hanson supplied Valentine‘s Day messages of love, humor, and Valentine lore. 
 

When you pay by check, try to have one check cover all items you are paying.  Just spell out on the check, or on a note 

attached (sticky is fine) what it‘s for, such as dues and lunch(es), how many lunches for which dates or months, etc. 
 

Luncheon dates yet to come: April 12, June 14 (Flag Day), August 9, October 11, December 13 (Christmas Party). 
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Compiled by Tom Zebehazy 

Post World War II / Korean War Veteran Bob Martin: Bob enlisted in the Navy in August 1948 
for a three year stint, but was forced to spend an extra year due to the Korean War. He did his 
basic training at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center and then went to Service School to learn 
electronics. After his training, he was assigned to Green Cove Springs, Florida, where there was a 
moth ball fleet of over 300 ships that served during World War II.  
 
Bob said that this was the most boring assignment and fortunately they had a football team that 
he was able to try out for. He made the team and played center and linebacker. After about a 
year, they dropped the team because too many men were getting injured. They replaced the team 
with flag football which resulted in more injuries since it was played without padding. Bob heard 
that the Jacksonville Naval Air Station still had a football team and he was given permission to try 
out for that team. He made the team and was given a temporary assignment at the Naval Air 
Station so that he could play on the team. His temporary assignment was a lifeguard! They played 
their games against other military service teams all along the east coast. Their home field was the 
Gator Bowl. 
 
While Bob was stationed in Green Cove Springs, his living quarters were on a barracks ship 
named the USS Benewah (APB-35). He recalled a humorous story from 1949 aboard this ship:  
 

                        
 
“Somewhere in mid-summer, five of us had all our leave used up and we knew that we would be 
stuck aboard for the holidays. Being young and stupid, we came up with the great idea of brewing 
our own New Year‟s Eve toasting liquid. It was hot that time of the year and I had control of the 
fans in the galley. We tried the diplomatic approach with Cookie, but he was a miserable bastard 
and he refused to furnish us with the necessary ingredients for our New Year‟s concoction. Plan 
„B‟ WAS TO TURN OFF THE GALLEY FANS for some maintenance work. After about one hour, 
we went back to see if he changed his mind about our previous request. He gave us the stuff and 
the fans went back on. We then acquired a five-gallon water bottle and the parts to make a 
bubbler. We then needed a good hideout. The auxiliary boiler was chosen. Nobody ever looks in 
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there. We took off the inspection plate and inserted our bottle of New Year‟s cheer. All we had to 
do was wait.  
 
The new year arrived before we knew it. Only the brewmeisters were invited for our festive event 
(FIVE GALLONS WAS HARDLY ENOUGH). We took off the inspection plate and removed our 
joy juice for the start of a night I will never forget. The jug was pretty heavy, so we decided to 
leave it just outside the boiler. One guy was chosen as the syphoner and he stayed right by the 
jug. The brew was good!!!! It was made from cherry juice and raisins. It also had a kick. The sea 
stories flew and so did our brew. We toasted in ”1950” with a song and a couple more big bangs. 
Not long after that things started getting fuzzy and our syphoner was unable to respond to our 
requests. We managed to put the bottle back in the gunny sack and back in the boiler. New 
Year‟s Day I spent in the bilges with green slime running from all my body orifices. All participants 
lived and the jug was forgotten. 
 
Six months later our Chief called a couple of us together for an inspection of the auxiliary 
boiler!!!!! Down we went and I was the guy with the flashlight. The plate came off. I stuck my 
head in and said “It looks good, Chief.” He said “What‟s that? Pull it out.” Out came the sack and 
we pulled out the jug. The Chief looked at it and said “Damn, its jungle juice from WWII. Bring it 
to the Chief‟s quarters.”  
 
We concluded then that those old farts were not as salty as they pretended to be.” 
 
When the Korean War started, Bob went to sea aboard the destroyer USS Bearss (DD-654). His 
ship was assigned to patrol the east coast of the U.S. and he spent his remaining time in the 
Navy sailing up to the Arctic Circle and back down to Guantanamo Bay. He also spent some time 
in Norfolk, Virginia. Bob achieved the rank of Electronics Technician Mate 2

nd
 Class Petty Officer. 

He was discharged in August 1952. 
 
Bob found that jobs were hard to find after leaving the Navy. He took a job in a little machine 
shop drilling holes. He was frustrated with this job and decided to re-up (reenlist) in the Navy, but 
found out that he was one day too late to get back in at the same rank. When he left the 
recruiting office, he decided to look one last time in the paper for jobs. He found a column from 
the Michigan State Employment Agency about a lot of available jobs. He was near their office, so 
he went in and filled out an application. He inadvertently applied for a professional position, but 
was called up and told that they had the perfect job for him as long as he was willing to travel. 
The job turned out to be with GM working their “Parade of Progress” shows. They featured the 
GM Futurliners that demonstrated the advancements in science and technology.  
 
The “Parade” ended in 1956, but Bob left after two years when he got married. Because of all the 
travel, you had to be single to work on “Parade of Progress” shows. Bob began working at 
Chevrolet Engineering on Holbrook Avenue. He was a Lab Supervisor and when he retired in 
1987 after 35 years at GM, he had spent the last 5 to 6 years working in Field Testing. He retired 
as an 8

th
 level engineer. 

 

 
Any veterans that would like to share their stories can submit their information to Tom Zebehazy; 
3364 W York Ct; Rochester, MI 49306-1470 or by e-mail to tomzeb2@aol.com . You can also 
call me on 248-370-0797.   
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Subject: Only the Irish have jokes like this 
 

 

Six retired Irishmen were playing poker in O'Leary's apartment 

when Paddy Murphy loses $500 on a single hand, clutches his 

chest, and drops dead at the table.  Showing respect for their 

fallen brother, the other five continue playing standing up. 

 

Michael O'Connor looks around and asks, 'Oh, me boys, 

someone's got to tell  Paddy's wife.  Who will it be?  They draw 

straws. Paul Gallagher picks the short one. They tell him to be 

discreet, be gentle, don't make a bad situation any worse.   

'Discreet???  I'm the most discreet Irishmen you'll ever meet.  

Discretion is me middle name.  Leave it to me‘. 

 

Gallagher goes over to Murphy's house and knocks on the door.   

Mrs. Murphy answers, and asks what he wants.  Gallagher 

declares, 'Your husband just lost $500, and is afraid to come 

home. 

 

'Tell him to drop dead!', says Murphy's wife.   

 

'I'll go tell him.' says Gallagher. 

 

 

Into a Belfast pub comes Paddy Murphy, looking like he'd just 

been run over by a train.  His arm is in a sling, his nose is broken, 

his face is cut and bruised, and he's walking with a limp. 

 

'What happened to you?' asks Sean, the bartender. 

 

'Michael O'Connor and me had a fight,' says Paddy. 

 

'That little O'Connor,' says Sean, 'He couldn't do that to you, he 

must have had something in his hand.' 

 

'That he did,' says Paddy, 'a shovel is what he had, and a terrible 

lickin'  he gave me with it.' 

 

'Well,' says Sean, 'you should have defended yourself.  Didn't you 

have something in your hand? 

 

‗That I did,' said Paddy, 'Mrs. O'Connor's breast, and a thing of 

beauty it was; but useless in a fight.' 

 

 

An Irishman who had a little too much to drink is driving home 

from the city one night and, of course, his car is weaving 

violently all over the road. 

 

A cop pulls him over. 'So,' says the cop to the driver, 'where have 

ya been?‘ 

 

'Why, I've been to the pub of course,' slurs the drunk. 

 

'Well,' says the cop, 'it looks like you've had quite a few to drink 

this evening.' 

 

'I did all right,' the drunk says with a smile. 

 

'Did you know,' says the cop, standing straight, and folding his 

arms acros his chest, 'that a few intersections back, your wife fell 

out of your car.? 

 

'Oh, thank heavens,' sighs the drunk. 'for a minute there, I thought 

I'd gone deaf.' 

 

 

Mary Clancy goes up to Father O'Grady after his Sunday 

morning service, and she's in tears. 

 

He says, 'So what's bothering you, Mary, my dear? 

 

She says, 'Oh, Father, I've got terrible news.  My husband passed 

away last night.' 

 

The priest says, 'Oh, Mary, that's terrible.  Tell me, Mary, did he 

have any last requests?' 

 

She says, 'That he did, Father.' 

 

The priest says, 'What did he ask, Mary?' 

 

She says, 'He said, Please Mary, put down that damn gun.....' 

 

 

AND THE BEST FOR LAST . . . 

 

A drunk staggers into a Catholic Church, enters a confessional 

booth, sits down, but says nothing. 

 

The Priest coughs a few times to get his attention, but the drunk 

continues to sit there. 

 

Finally, the Priest pounds three times on the wall. 

 

The drunk mumbles, 'Ain't no use knockin, there's no paper on 

this side either.‘ 
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CEC CHOIR AT MARTHA T. BERRY HOSPITAL—CHRISTMAS 1964 

 

RAGGEDY ANN in TOYLAND—CEC CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT 1964 
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(Jackie Olinger, aboard USS Lexington) 

 wears  the title of president.  I keep wondering what 

country he believes he's president of. 
 

In one of my very favorite stories, Edward Everett 

Hale's "The Man  without a Country," a young Army 

lieutenant named Philip Nolan stands condemned for 

treason during the Revolutionary War, having come 

under the influence of Aaron Burr.  When the judge 

asks him if he wishes to  say anything before 

sentence is passed, young Nolan defiantly exclaims, 

"Damn the United States ! I wish I might never hear 

of the United States again!" 
 

The stunned silence in the courtroom is palpable, 

pulsing.  After a long pause, the judge soberly says to 

the angry lieutenant: "You have just pronounced your 

own sentence.  You will never hear of the United 

States again...  I sentence you to spend the rest of 

your life at sea, on one or another of this country's 

naval vessels - under strict  orders that no one will 

ever speak to you again about the country you have 

just cursed." 
 

And so it was.  Philip Nolan was taken away and 

spent the next 40 years at sea, never hearing anything 

but an occasional slip of the tongue about America.  

The last few pages of the story, recounting Nolan's 

dying hours in his small stateroom - now turned into 

a shrine to the country he fore swore - never fail to 

bring me to tears.  And I find my own love for this 

dream, this miracle called America , refreshed and 

renewed.  I know how blessed and unique we are.  
 

But reading and hearing the audacious, shocking 

statements of the man who was recently elected our 

president - a young black man living the impossible 

dream of millions of young Americans, past and 

present, black and white - I want to ask him, "Just 

what country do you think you're president of?" 
 

You surely can't be referring to the United States of 

America , can you? 
 

America is emphatically a Christian nation, and has 

been from its inception! Seventy percent of her 

citizens identify themselves as Christian. The 

Declaration of Independence and our Constitution 

were framed, written  and ratified by Christians.  It's 

because this was, and is, a nation built on and guided 

by Judeo-Christian biblical principles that you, sir, 

have had the inestimable privilege of being elected 

her president…….. 
 

NOTE: Item above truncated by me from longer 

message submitted by a CERC member other than  

Jackie O. 

                        Alan Thebert, Editor 

 Subject: ANWR, ALASKA... 

                  

                I have never understood the opposition to drilling at 

ANWR.  The alternative is to continue to give $300 billion a year to 

countries that hate us.  ANWR is less square miles than Dulles 

Airport . 

 

A new pipeline across Alaska isn't required since the location for 

drilling in ANWR is about 160 miles from the North Slope Prudhoe 

Bay pipeline where it would be connected.  Secondly, the wildlife 

loves the pipeline since it is heated and provides a shelter during the 

worst times during the winter. 

 

Do you know what ANWR is? ANWR: Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge. It's in the "ANWR Coastal Plain". 

 

THE AREA WHERE THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT DRILLING 

IS BARREN WASTELAND, NOT THE ANIMAL-DENSE 

PRESERVE AS DEPICTED BY ANTI-DRILLING EXTREMISTS. 

AND IN FACT, THE HEATED PRUDHOE BAY SITE AND 

PIPELINE HAVE PROVEN TO SERVE AS BENEFICIAL 

RATHER THAN HARMFUL TO ALASKAN WILDLIFE.  

  

WHY MIGHT YOU THINK THAT EXTREMIST POLITICIANS 

ARE SO STRONGLY ANTI-DRILLING AT ANWR AND MORE 

RECENTLY OFFSHORE? 

 

REMEMBER WHEN AL GORE SAID THE GOVERNMENT 

SHOULD WORK TO ARTIFICIALLY RAISE GAS PRICES TO 

$5.00 A GALLON? WELL, AL GORE AND HIS FRIENDS HAVE 

ALMOST REACHED THEIR GOAL! 

The President Without a Country 
 

By Pat Boone 
 

"We're no longer a Christian nation." - President Barack Obama, 

June 2007 
 

" America has been arrogant." - President Barack Obama 
 

"After 9/11, America didn't always live up to her ideals."- President 

Barack Obama 
 

"You might say that America is a Muslim nation." - President 

Barack Obama, Egypt 2009 
 

Thinking about these and other statements made by the man who 

C:/Users/Althebert/Documents/CERC STORIES/JO__buy USA made.eml
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say anything before sentence is passed, young Nolan defiantly  

 

exclaims, "Damn the United States ! I wish I might never hear of the  

 

United States again!" 

 

 

 

The stunned silence in the courtroom is palpable, pulsing.  After a  

 

long pause, the judge soberly says to the angry lieutenant: "You have  

 

just pronounced your own sentence.  You will never hear of the United  

 

States again...  I sentence you to spend the rest of your life at sea,  

 

on one or another of this country's naval vessels - under strict  

 

orders that no one will ever speak to you again about the country you  

 

have just cursed." 

 

 

 

And so it was.  Philip Nolan was taken away and spent the next 40  

 

years at sea, never hearing anything but an occasional slip of the  

 

tongue about America.  The last few pages of the story, recounting  

 

Nolan's dying hours in his small stateroom - now turned into a shrine  

 

to the country he fore swore 

 

- never fail to bring me to tears.  And I find my own love for this  

 

dream, this miracle called America , refreshed and renewed.  I know  

 

how blessed and unique we are. 

 

 

 

Warren Galbraith   Earl Bloomingburg  Gil Opaleski  Dom DeFazio  Marion Teske                      Ed Johnson 

        Richard Katnik                         John Juriga                       Dick Nix (New Member)                  Joe Konwinski 

wears  

e title of president.  I keep wondering what country he believes te stories, Edward Everett Hale's "The Manm if he wishes to  

Wayne Miller  Jerry Bozaan  Sam Lucido        Denny Davis                          John Stier                      John Tober      Mark Williamson 

 Tom Ohman                    Dwight Bliss           Vito Messina          Larry Marshick         Dave Clark           Frank Schmidt 
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Angie Orlando and Fan Club 
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 Carl Vogel                           Tom Simpson                           Jim McCoul             Darrell Pawlowski      Volker Nierhaus 

Frank Tenkel     Gib Hufstader        Jack Underwood          Paul Turner                                              Bob Layher 

Frank Schmidt   Wayne Miller   Gene Babcock           Don Burry               Carlotta Aurelia                      Bill Vetter 

         Geri Leash                                         Diane Suhy                            Paul Nagel                             Terry Dowhan 
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1963 CEC BASEBALL 

CHAMPS 

 
TOP: Ray Culbertson, Tom 

Rzepecki, Bill Outland, Don 

Kuntzman, Wiley Wendell 

 

MIDDLE: Frank Clusnak, 

John Pankow, Carl Smith, John 

Giacoletti, 

 

BOTTOM:  Ray Rogers, 

Archie Hannah, Steve Prystsh, 

John Czysdak, Dave Smith 

(Carl‘s son), and the ―Maltese 

Falcon‖ (aka) 

TOO MANY TO NAME INDIVIDUALLY 



 
13 

 Marie and Mal Hanson, with store supplies                     Pat Carollo         Toni Leach             Frank Gordon 

           Nancy Bernhardt                                 Tony Fyda, Jr.                                      Alan Thebert 

    Len Brawner             Vince Lauro        John Bretz          Al Bederka                             Easter Angel 
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Definition of SCREED  (MIRIAM-WEBSTER) 

1. a : a lengthy discourse  

   b : an informal piece of writing (as a personal letter)  

   c : a ranting piece of writing 
 

2. : a strip (as of a plaster of the thickness planned for the coat) laid on as a guide 
 

3. : a leveling device drawn over freshly poured concrete 

George and Pat, 

 

Thank you both for responding to my 

requests for comment by members of this 

Club you did so much to establish more 

than 100 meetings ago.  This  note to me 

arrived just too late for the February issue. 
 

Granted, you and I need not care about 

hyperinflation and the stupendous tax 

burden on our survivors as, most likely, 

China assunmes the World Currency 

Reserve title.  And, as Will Carlton penned, 

our America as we know it goes “Over the 

Hill to the Poor House”. 
 

Again, my thanks, with apologies for having 

to shrink your note to fit the page.   

 

 Al Thebert, Editor 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION UPDATES 
 

Paul Granney: 259 Camelot Dr., Nokomis, FL 34275-1873 

  PH: 942 483-4831,  EM: ptgraney@aol.com 
 

A.B. Williams: P.O. Box 795, El Dorado, CA 95623-0795 

  PH: 530 620-6243 
 

Larry Miller: larryconradmiller@gmail.com 
 

Norma Steven: bobandnormas@gmail.com 
 

Joe Miskulin: 7048 Winding Brook Ct 

  West Bloomfield, MI 48322 

  gmiskulin6605@wowway.com 

 

 

 

 

George Kendro: 4500 Dobry Dr. Apt. 137, Sterling Hts.,MI 

48314-1240  PH: 248 646-4909 

 

Ray and Rosetta Culbertson:  rayandroseta@comcast.net 

 

 EMAIL ONLY,  NO HARD COPY: 
     Frank Gordon      Margaret Hellrung     Don Hoffman 

     Joe and Sheila Konwinski      Doug Pippin 

     Bob Quick      Duane Rushlow      Angie Stepp 

     Ed Rzepecki      Tom Zebehazy      Dick Nix 

In addition to supportive comments 

received at nearly all of the luncheons, 

―Thank you‘s‖ and cheerfully 

complementary notes have been 

submitted by CERC members Milt 

Freivogel, Don Gothard, Lou Zetye, 

Chet & Mary Ann Sych, Carl & Evie 

Stieler, Les Talcott and Carmen 

Portaro.  Carmen added that he and 

Margaret celebrated their 62nd 

wedding aniversary in November, 

2010; our CERC congratulations to 

them! 
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First two pages of Ray 

Myers’ note:  On page 

three, Ray said he and 

Joan were well aware 

that others had  things 

worse than did they.  A 

note or call might be a 

nice gesture.  Phone 586 

773-5970. 

Did you notice?  Page 

one now carries our CERC 

website address, at the 

suggestion of Dick Russell.  

It’s CECRETIREE.COM.  

No password is required 

except to access the 

member directory via our  

Webmaster. 

A jab, a joke, or loyalty? 
 

My thanks to all who paid 

their “DUEA” as I’d asked 

on page 16 of the February 

Companion.  Well, now it’s 

“DUES”, already past due.  

Reinstate yourself, if 

you’ve let things go too 

long, or you will be off the 

CERC roster. 

DEATH NOTICES: 

KORDEL, Victoria E., January 29, 2011, at age 60.  She had 

retired in 2008, following 36 years of GM-Chevy service.  

 

SMITH, William,  Died in December of 2010, after long illness, 

as reported by his wife Tatjana.  No further information provided.  

 

PRICE, Robert T, Died at age 73, February 28, 2011, while in 

Florida.  (Reported by Denny Davis.) 
 

GREEN, Shirley, wife of Ray;  died 30JA11 at age 86.  A 

Cooley HS grad., she attended Grace Hosp. and Wayne State 

( BS Deg) nursing schools.  From Army Cadet Nurse at WWII‘s 

end to pediatric and OB locally, then to Detroit and Wayne 

County Health Departments, Shirley taught a final ten years at 

Groves HS in Birmingham.   (Reported by  Fran Parker). 

 

SURGERY RECOVERY: 
MITCHELL, Bob; from open heart aeortic aneurysm repair, 

with graft and valve replacement February 17th.  Bob is home 

now, after five days in the hospital, as reported by Ken Hewett. 

                        Joe Miskulin at 85, August 2010 
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PHOTOS  FROM PAUL KING 
 

PRIMARILY CURRENT CERC MEMBERS 
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      Jim LeBeau                         Ron Marenette               Al Hess 

         Terry Dowhan                 Carl Vogel                      Tom Simpson                              Ron Loch 

            Nancy Bernhardt                                               Marion Teske                                      Lydia Combs 

           Dave Dolby          Carlotta Aurelia        Gil Opaleski                            Diane and Pat Suhy 
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2011 CERC OFFICERS 
 

President            Vice President 
Gil Opaleski              Rev. Ed Verduin 
4789Lorwood Dr.           28076 Palomino Ave. 
Smiths Creek, MI 48074 Warren, MI 48093 
810 989-2564                  586 558-4519 
opaleski401@comcast.net 
                                       reveddievee@wowway.com 
 
Treasurer                    Secretary                  
 Dick Verduyn                  Pat Carollo 
41841 Pond View Dr.      14243 Lakeshore 
Sterling Hts., MI 48314   Sterling Hts., MI 48313 
586 739-4488                   586 247-4477 
verduyn@aol.com            patcarollo@wowway.com 
 

2011 COMMITTEES 
 

Companion Editor       Webmaster 
Alan Thebert                      Tom Zebehzy 
11826 Forest Glen Ln        3364 York Ct. 
Shelby Twp., MI 48315     Rochester, MI 48306-1470 
586 786-6611                     248 370-0797 
althebert@comcast.net       tomzeb2@aol.com 
 
Luncheon                      Store Sales 
Ray Culbertson                    Mal Hanson 
44117 Dylan                        30151 Barbary Ct. 
Sterling Hts., MI 48314      Warren, MI 48093 
586 323-1292                      586 751-0865 
rayandrosetta@sbcglobal.net  hansonm9@comcast.net 
 
Golf Outing                   Membership 
Jack Braden                         Joe Orlando 
876 Edgemont Park             2057 Shady Dr. 
GrosPte. Park, MI 48230    Warren, MI 48092 
586 786-0572                      586 751-8592 
                                             jporlando@att.net 
 
Menu & 50/59 Raffle    50/50 Raffle 
Carlotta Aurelia                   Dave Dolby 
258 Beechview Dr. S           1835 Spring Grove Dr. 
Rochester, MI 48306           Blmfld Hills, MI 48304 
248 651-7709                       248 853-5963 
jaurelia@sbcglobal.net        davidadolby@aol.com 
 
Christmas Party            GM Retiree Relations 
Nancy Bernhardt                 Pam Flores, GM Comm. 
2407 Sweet Dr                         300 Ren. Cen. 
Troy, MI 48085-6712              MC: 482-C29-B24 
248 879-0814                           Detroit, MI300 
gnbernhardt@wowway.com 313 667-1420 
                                              pamelaflores@gm.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT CERC LUNCHEON: 
 

     THEME:  SPRINGTIME & EASTER 
 
 Date:         Tuesday, April 12, 2011 
 Where:       The Gazebo, Mound & 13 
 Time:          Come @ 11, Eat @ Noon 
 Cost/each:  $12 to CERC by 07AP11 
 Pay via:      Check to CERC luncheon 
 Mail to:      CERC, P.O. Box 58 
                              Warren, MI 48090 
 Pay @ door?:  $15 cash or check 
 
 
Luncheon Menu—(Cash bar @ 11:30) 
 
   Sliced choice top round w/gravy 
 Chicken parmesan 
          Boston baked cod 
 Green beans almondine 
          Oven roasted rosemary potatoes 
 Tossed salad, dressing choices 
 Veggie and fruit trays 
 Assorted relishes 
 Dinner rolls & butter 
 Coffee, tea, milk 
 Fresh fruit desert 
 Chocolate and vanilla puddings 
 

CERC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name:_______________________________ 
 
Spouse:____________________________________ 
 
Street:_____________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________ 
 
State:________Zip  Code:_____________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________ 
 
NOTE  If you change your mailing address 
seasonally, YOU must so advise your own local 
U.S. Post Office to forward mail.  Also advise 
CERC via Joe Orlando of any other contact info 
updates, to CERC, P.O. Box 59, Warren, MI 48090 
 
CEC / GM WORK INFO  (briefly, CEC Dept, etc.) 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
__________________________Yr. Retired______ 
 
DUES:  $15 To be paid  annually, by 28FE, by  
 
check to  CERC Dues, Box 58, Warren, MI 48090. 
 


