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Compiled by Tom Zebehazy 

 
World War II Veteran Don Whiteside (written by Don and his wife): I was drafted toward the 

end of World War II and served from 1944 to 1947. I was one of the thousands of students pulled  

out of high school for service in the Army. My experience  be

gan in August when I boarded a train to Chicago then hopped the ELL (an elec-

tric train on an elevated track) to Fort Sheridan, Illinois. I arrived on a Monday and pulled guard 

duty that first evening. One of my first duties was to shut off the lights in the W.A.C. barracks for 

the night, with my sergeant-of-arms. The second day was spent going through all the procedures 

and tests like learning to dig fox holes and figuring out which was your right and left foot when 

marching. By Wednesday, I was on a train to Little Rock, Arkansas and then a bus to Camp Rob-

inson, twenty miles outside of Little Rock. 

 

At Camp Robinson, we were first shuffled to our assigned huts which held four men to a hut. 

Throughout the next few months, we went through basic training learning how to shoot a rifle, pis-

tol and shotgun, and how to read a compass. After completing basic training, I volunteered for six 

weeks of training in Butte, Montana to learn how to combine skiing with shooting a rifle. When I 

returned to camp, our group headed out for bivouac, or camping with tents or just improvised shel-

ters. While out on encampment, Arkansas locals told us that this was their first snowfall in about 

seven years. End result… I, a buddy, Bill, and many others got pneumonia. We were sent to the 

hospital where Indian nurses were very nice. After getting out of the hospital, I was assigned to 

supply. The rest of the group, A and B, I had been with were already overseas and I never saw any 

of them again. The group C, I was now with, was sent to Camp Kilmar, NJ. From there I spent the 

next twenty-one days on a Liberty Ship to France. 

 

Upon arrival the first thing I remember seeing was a very red headed boy waving from the dock to 

all the GIs aboard the ship. We were put on a train to Frankfurt, Germany and from there a bus to 

Darmstadt, Germany. Our first trip was a fast one on the Autobahn highway. The camp we went to 

was five miles off the Autobahn and was segregated with an all black camp across the road from 

us. Upon arrival and before we could go into the barracks, we had to trot around the parade 

ground. We also had to exercise in that same area daily; rain or occasional snow. One month after 

arrival, we went to Seligenstadt where our company C patrolled approximately thirty miles out and 

around our side of the river. After 10:30 pm you couldn’t go to the other side of the river as no 

ferry boat was available after that time each evening. Barges went down the river but had to be 

hauled back up by train each time. We were shot at one time while on patrol, but otherwise duty 

was rather quiet. 
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Don Whiteside cont: Here at this camp is where I had the opportunity to train for automo-
tive. The motor pool sergeant was the instructor for the class. I spent several months with 
this class where we learned about jeeps, trucks and tanks. I got leave while in Germany 
and took a trip to Berne, Switzerland for three days. I was given a chance to go skiing 
there. Berne is a beautiful place with lots of snow. It had snowed twenty inches the day 
before we arrived, so we were allowed only to ski down the low mountain areas as no one 
was allowed up too high for fear of avalanches. You have to know how to ski well as there 
are lots of trees in the lower half. In Switzerland, they clean the roads better than they do 
here. Coming home from Berne, we went through Nuremburg. Even though the war was 
over, we could see former German prison camps and the smell of burnt flesh was still 
strong from the furnaces which were used for cremation. It was a reminder as we went 
back to camp. 
 
I played trumpet in high school and was a pretty good musician. We got hold of four saxo-
phones, three trumpets, four trombones, one set of drums and two clarinets. We formed a 
band to play together on base. We practiced our marching and music and we were able to 
march in some parades in Frankfurt. We really did some marching, as some parades were 
for five and ten miles. In Frankfurt, we were surprised that wherever we went, most build-
ings were down and they had not removed the rubble as they had no place to put it. 
Frankfurt was the train hub and they really got bombed hard. People in the city had ani-
mals they had to feed and there was no place for stables or barns, so they placed them 
under the houses they lived in. Horses or cows had to pull fertilizer wagons since all the 
heavy vehicles were destroyed. If you were driving a car, you would be the one to back up 
if meeting a wagon or cart as the streets were very narrow. The fertilizer wagon had no 
way to turn around. 
  
I saw some shows and entertainers who came over to entertain the troops. I met Francis 
Langford, Julius LaRosa and I saw Bob Hope, Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, Gerry Colona, 
Rosemary Clooney, the Andrew Sisters and especially Patty Andrews who came back 
several times without her sisters after one had died and the other was ill. Many comedians 
came over and there were other stars whose names I can’t recall.  
 
When my tour ended, about twenty five or more guys paid $1.00 each for a parachute and 
we all flew home. Our only stop was in Greenland for fuel and then on to New Jersey, 
USA. It took twenty-two days to get across, but only thirty-four hours to come home. Some 
of the men had chosen to go by boat and they were put on a ship for home. For my ser-
vice in the Army, I was awarded the Victory Medal and the Army of Occupation Medal – 
Germany. 
  
I’ve remained involved with rifle, shotgun and pistol and enjoyed fifty-four years as a 
hunter education instructor, training future instructors, coaching youth rifle teams, volun-
teering at Camp Perry National matches, and teaching at the Outdoorama DNR Air Rifle 
booth. I have been on many deer and bear hunts and love fishing and I eat everything I 
shoot or catch. No trophies. I am grateful to the Lord for everything I have been able to en-
joy.  
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Korean War Veteran John Bretz: John joined the U.S. Navy Reserves in March of 1950 and went on 

active duty for two years from August 1951 to August 1953. After active duty, he stayed in the reserves 

until March of 1958. As a reserve, he did two weeks of basic training and became a Seaman 1st Class. 

Once he went on active duty, John went to the Great Lakes Naval Training Center in Illinois for another 

three months of basic training and was designated a Fireman 1st Class. He requested destroyer duty in the 

Pacific, but instead was assigned to the Atlantic.  
 

He was sent to Newport, R.I. and assigned to the destroyer USS Warrington DD-843, which was part of 

the 6th Fleet in the Atlantic, Mediterranean and Caribbean. The USS Warrington was a Gearing-class de-

stroyer that was launched in September of 1945. It was 3,460 tons with a length of 391 feet, 41 foot beam 

and a draft of 14 feet. It held 336 officers and enlisted men. It was powered by General Electric geared 

turbines with two screws and 60,000 total horsepower that could achieve a speed of 37 knots. It struck a 

couple of mines during the Vietnam War in October 1972 and was sold to Taiwan for scrap and parts. 

 

During John’s assignment, the USS Warrington saw no action and was only involved in war games. They 

spent all of their time escorting aircraft carriers like the USS Midway and Roosevelt. The closest they 

came to action was during the 1952 Suez Canal crises where they stood by in case of evacuations. In the 

fall of 1952, they were caught in a hurricane and 40 foot waves and spent 24 hours steaming into the waves 

and making no headway. At one point the ship took a roll to port, quivered and then righted itself. When it 

was over, all the life rafts had been ripped off the ship. In 1953, they escorted the cruise ship SS United 

States into New York Harbor. 

 

Before testing and becoming a Boilerman Repairman – Third Class Petty Officer, John remembers clean-

ing the boiler tubes and bilges in the aft fire room as the worst thing he had to do. His best memories were 

of all the ports they visited and were able to go ashore in most of them. In total, John visited New York, 

Norfolk, Virginia, Boston Naval Yards, Nova Scotia, Gibraltar, Morocco, Algeria, Sicily, France, Sardinia 

Italy, Crete, Trieste, Greece, Turkey, Cuba (Gitmo), Porto Rico, Curacao, Trujillo and Port-A-Prince.  

 

John was discharged in Boston at the Charleston Navy Yards. For his service, John received the Navy Oc-

cupation Service Medal Ribbon and the Navy Good Conduct Medal Ribbon. After active duty, John did 

not return to Chevrolet due to the low wages they were offering. He spent two years on jobs that included 

the telephone company. He returned to Chevrolet in 1955. John started out at Chevrolet as a messenger and 

worked his way all the way up to unclassified in 1987 as the Staff Engineer of Design Resources. All of his 

time was spent on truck chassis in many different buildings where truck design was done. John retired in 

1992 after 39 years at GM.  
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Elmer Zink, 
 

Third place winner, 

with 50/50 team mem-

bers, Carlotta Aurelia 

and Dave Dolby. 

Tom Zebehazy, 

 
Second Place  Winner 

 

 

Ron Lunney, 

 
First Place Winner 
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Following are the Minutes of the CERC Board 

Meeting held October 12, 2010. In my absence Ed 

Verduin graciously recorded the events of the en-

tire luncheon activities including a presentation 

made by representatives of the GMRA (General 

Motors Retiree Association), followed by the 102nd 

CERC Board meeting held at the Gazebo Banquet 

Center. 
 

I was unable to determine who was present at the 

Board meeting as it was not mentioned in the tran-

scription.  (ED:  Opaleski, Verduyn, Hanson, Ver-

duin, Deer, Orlando, Culbertson, Hewitt, Thebert.) 

The invited guests, representatives of the GMRA 

were; Dick Schwaller, Rick Knoth (Regional Vice 

President of GMRA)  and Mike Watts. 
 

Gil Opaleski called the Board meeting to order at 

1:42 PM.  A motion to accept the minutes of Au-

gust 10, 2010 as published in the Companion was 

made and approved by voice vote. 
 

The next order of business was the donation we 

annually make to the Veterans for personal things 

like socks, underwear, etc.,. Last year we gave 

them $200. A motion made to again donate $200 

passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

The next order of business was the Christmas 

Party. Gil (has) contacted Barbara Zynda who 

positively resigned stating that she could no longer 

undertake the duties of the Christmas Chairperson. 

Gil stated that he didn’t want to pass these duties 

on to any of our present officers or chairpersons. 

Some of the details of the event have already been 

affirmed. The band has been contacted and re-

tained, the location (The Gazebo) has been  re-

served, the menu has been determined but can be 

changed if desired, many of the finer details were 

discussed and set for preparation. So, what’s left to 

do we will endeavour  to handle as we go. 

REPORTS 

Treasurer, Dick Verduyn presented a detailed fi-

nancial report covering the present status of the 

club. Dick requested that he receive (luncheon)

checks earlier so that he can more efficiently make 

his financial report.  This requires that the Com-

panion be mailed earlier, so that Joe Orlando can 

send the checks to Dick earlier. 
 

Companion Editor: Alan Thebert presented a pre-

pared report. 1. Sent out printed copies to 520 of 580 

members. 2.  The December issue is planned to be 

Emailed to every member having provided an Email 

address. 3. The front page Chevrolet Bow Tie logo 

was submitted to CERC by Lois Morse (wife of Eric 

Morse, of CEC’s Production Engineering).  The oval 

CERC logo, designed by Mal Hanson, as the only 

avatar approved for CERC by GM, will be reinstated 

in future issues of the Companion. 
 

Luncheon Chairman: Ray Culbertson reported that 

157 people attended the luncheon. Ray discussed the 

Christmas Party menu he has tentatively arranged 

with the Gazebo and presented for the Board’s ap-

proval. 
 

Membership Chairman: Joe Orlando presented a 

prepared report showing that we started the period 

with 577 members, we lost one (deceased), added 

four new members, for a new total of 580 members. 

Joe sends out letters of sympathy to deceased mem-

ber’s spouses expressing our club’s sympathy and 

asking them to remain as members. 

 

Web Master: Ken Deer presented a verbal report re-

lating that his maintenance has been rather routine 

and he encourages the Board to submit any items of 

interest for presentation into the website. 

 

50/50 Raffle Winners‖ 1st Ron Lunney;  2nd Tom 

Zebehazy; & 3rd Elmer Zink 

There was no Polo Shirt Raffle! 

The meeting was adjourned by voice vote.  

Respectfully submitted, Pat Carollo, CERC secretary 
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(Jackie Olinger, aboard USS Lexington) 

From: "jackiedolinger" <jackiedolinger@charter.net> 

Subject: Compensation 

Whether you love him or hate him ...  

~Limbaugh Nailed This One ~  

 

 

I think the vast differences in compensation between victims of 

the September 11 casualty and those who die serving our coun-

try in Uniform are profound. No one is really talking about it 

either, because you just don't criticize anything having to do 

with September 11. Well, I can't let the numbers pass by be-

cause it says something really disturbing about the entitlement 

mentality of this country. If you lost a family member in the 

September 11 attack, you're going to get an average of 

$1,185,000. The range is a minimum guarantee of $250,000, all 

the way up to $4.7 million.. 

 

If you are a surviving family member of an American soldier 

killed in action the first check you get is a $6,000 direct death 

benefit, half of which is taxable.  

 

Next, you get $1,750 for burial costs. If you are the surviving 

spouse, you get $833 a month until you remarry. And there's a 

payment of $211 per month for each child under 18. When the 

child hits 18, those payments come to a screeching halt.  

 

Keep in mind that some of the people who are getting an aver-

age of $1.185 million up to $4.7 million are complaining that 

it's not enough. Their deaths were tragic, but for most, they 

were simply in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Soldiers put 

themselves in harms way FOR ALL OF US, and they and their 

families  know the dangers...  

 

(Actually, soldiers are put in harms way by politicians and 

commanding officers.)  

 

We also learned over the weekend that some of the victims 

from the Oklahoma City bombing have started an organization 

asking for the same deal that the September 11 families are 

getting. In addition to that, some of the families of those 

bombed in the embassies are now asking for compensation as 

well.   

 

You see where this is going, don't you? Folks, this is part and 

parcel of over 50 years of entitlement politics in this country. 

It's just really sad. Every time a pay raise comes up for 

the military, they usually receive next to nothing of a 

raise. Now the green machine is in combat in the Middle 

East while their families have to survive on food stamps 

and live in low-rent housing.  Make sense?  

 

However, our own US Congress voted themselves a 

raise. Many of you don't know that they only have to be 

in Congress one time to receive a pension that is more 

than $15,000 per month. And most are now equal to 

being millionaires plus. They do not receive Social Se-

curity on retirement because they didn't have to pay into 

the system. If some of the military people stay in for 20 

years and get out as an E-7, they may receive a pension 

of $1,000 per month, and the very people who  

placed them in harm's way receives a pension of 

$15,000 per month. 

 

I would like to see our elected officials pick up a 

weapon and join ranks before they start cutting out bene-

fits and lowering pay for our sons and daughters who are 

now  fighting. 

 

"When do we finally do something about this?"  

 

 

 From: "jackiedolinger" <jackiedolinger@charter.net> 

Subject: A real man 

 

A real man is a woman's best friend. He will 

never stand her up and never let her down. 

 

He will reassure her when she feels insecure 

and comfort her after a bad day. 

 

He will inspire her to do things she never 

thought she could do; to live without fear 

and forget regret. 

 

 He will enable her to 

express her deepest emotions and give in to 

her most intimate desires.  

 

He will make sure 

she always feels as though she's the most 

beautiful woman in the room and will enable 

her to be the most confident, sexy, 

seductive, and invincible. 

 

 

 

 

No wait... sorry... I'm thinking of wine.  
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WE DO CARE 
DECEASED: Williamson, wife and son of Will Williamson, from 

Product Information.  No details provided, except that 

Will’s son Harold donated his body for medical re-

search.  

 

Luchhtman, Art, died October 20, 2010, at age 

89, after sustained illness, per Tony Kudela. 

 

Zukowski, Alfred, husband of CERC member 

Sharon, Engine Group secretary.  Info per Don 

Hoffman. 

 

Weidel, Betty, died September 19, 2010 per her 

sister’s call to Joe Orlando.  Betty had been 

secretary in Production Engineering. 

 

Carlisle, James L. Sr., died October 18, 2010, 

at age 84.  Jim’s family and friends attended a 

memorial service on October 22nd, at which 

his daughter Diane recited a poem she had writ-

ten in Jim’s honor.  Jim had retired from Chev-

rolet in 1981,  then done consulting. 

 

EXTRA CARE;  A reminder at Jack Waters’ 

request that help is provided by The Gazebo 

wait staff to aid in carrying plates from the buf-

fet table. 

 

October Companion errata: 
Werner Baumgartner’s email is werner-

bom@comcast.net. 

 

Jerry Kwapis’ email begins jckwapis@, not 

sckwapis@. 

 

Multiple spelling 

and text layout er-

rors became evi-

dent, not detailed 

herein.                            

Jack Braden                              Gino DiPace 

MEMBER INFO 

New Email 

 

Jerry Horan: jerryhoran@4wbi.net 

 

Chuck Frederick: cfred750@att.net 

 

New Member 

 

James and Susan Kerekes 

80587 Avenida Camarillo 

Indio, CA 92230 

760 501-1515 

jjkerekes@yahoo.com 

 

New Address 
 

Stan and Loretta Butski 

879 Tamarac Blvd. 

Addison, IL 60101-1695 

Carl Vogel                              Terry Dowhan 
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Sharon Susalla;  First Timer              GM Retiree Assoc. Guests:  Rich Knoth, Mike Watts, Dick Schwaller 

 

Lt. to Rt. 

 

Larry Marshick 

 

 

Jim Matthews 

 

 

Len Brawner 

     Ron Perreman                                   Jay Knight                                                             George Bartz    
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Carlotta Aurelia                                  Bob Nelson    Dave Dolby 

Dennis  Dysarz     Bill Weide                           Darrell  Pawlowski 

     Mike and Geri  Leash                                                                         Chuck and Lydia Combs 



 

11 

 

Dwight  Bliss                                                                                          Norm Sholler 

Len Brawner     Vince Lauro    John Bretz 

Al Busacca   Bill Bolton   Tony Kudela      Leo Demers 
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PROMISED COMPANION UPGRADE 
 

WHY BOTHER PUSHING THIS ―ONLINE‖ SYSTEM??? 
 

SO YOU CAN HAVE IN HAND A FULL COLOR ISSUE 

 WITH HIGHER RESOLUTION PICTURES 

  IMMEDIATE DELIVERY VIA YOUR 0WN PRINTER 

   SAVE CERC ABOUT $1.75 PER B&W ISSUE NOT PRINTED  AND  MAILED 

    PRINT AND MAIL COSTS ARE NEARLY $900 OF YOUR DUES MONEY 

    EACH ISSUE, TIMES SIX PER YEAR, HOW ELSE COULD WE USE THAT $? 

     END OF SEASONAL POST OFFICE ISSUE FORWARDING 
 

MEMBERS WITHOUT  ONLINE ACCESS, OR WHO MIGHT PREFER B&W, WILL CONTINUE TO 

RECEIVE THE B&W COPY BY U.S. MAIL. 
 

HERE’S HOW TO ―DO IT YOURSELF‖          (This will require your own paper and ink.  Save by 

                                                                              printing even pages on the reverse of the odd pages.) 

 

CERC Companion, OnLine Procedure 
 

1.  All CERC members who have given Webmaster Ken Deer their Email address will AUTOMATI-

CALLY RECEIVE a PDF (viewable and printable) file. 
 

2.  If your computer has a pdf READER, the Companion will be displayed, in color. 
 

3. If instead you get the following message: 

“Do you want to save this file, or find a program online that will open it?” 
 you probably do not have the Adobe Reader.  The good news is that the Reader is available free online. 

The easiest way to download it is to go to, or back to, the CERC website and again click on the CERC 

Companion button.  On that page there is a hotlink that will connect you directly to the Adobe Reader 

download site. Click on that link and follow the instructions at the Adobe site to download and install the 

Reader program. (While at the download page, I suggest you deselect the "Free McAfee® Security Scan 

Plus" - this is not a useful program.) 

  

4. With the Companion file on screen, you can page through its pages, reading or printing the page(s) you 

want, following the READER’s print controls.  To print a single page, click ―File‖, then in the drop-down 

menu click ―Print‖, then insert the page number you want printed.  Clicking on the printer icon symbol will 

likely begin to print all pages, 1 through 18, but it’s worth trying for the full issue. 
xxx 

 

NOTE: The information above is a revision of an earlier OnLine system, with a continu-

ing intent to reduce the number of  B&W printed copies to be mailed. 

GOLF WISDOM—-Cuntinued  (and will be) 

8. It is surprisingly easy to hole a thirty foot putt. For a 10. 

9. Counting on your opponent to inform you when he breaks a rule is like  expecting him to make fun of his own haircut.  

10. Nonchalant putts count the same as chalant putts 

11. It's not a gimme if you're still away. 

12. The shortest distance between any two points on a golf course is a straight line that passes directly through the centre of a            

very large tree. 

13. You can hit a two acre fairway 10% of the time and a two inch branch > 90% of the time. 
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Al Hess   Bob Price  Denny Davis  Doris and Don Gothard 

Judy and Don Whiteside     Cathy and Jack Bucchare 

 Sig Hoenes  Ed  Pauly   Don Borus   Chet and Lellie Marlin 

Dave Martens       Ron Marentette Jim LeBeau  Larry Lang  Linn Peterson    Vern Brown 
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MEMBER INPUT & INFO 

―No sad faces on Ice Cream Fellowship Day‖ report DORIS GOTHARD and her hus-

band DON, both of whom are CERC members as GM/Chevrolet retirees. 

 

On July 24, 2010, the Gothards led a team of some 60 volunteers in serving scoops of 

ice cream in 14 different flavors at their 8th annual neighborhood fellowship event 

held at the Burns Church of Detroit, with a record attendance of 600 community 

guests. 

 

The Gothards negotiated a price with the Prairie Farms Dairy Company for 81 gallons 

of ice cream to make their event a success . 

 

The Gothards have  found a masterful way to use "simple delight" ice cream to invite their entire 

community into their Church.  Doris encourages,"Let your community 

shine!  Consider hosting an old fashioned ice cream social, it's a great 

way to get to know your neighbors." 

 

The annual event started in 2002.  Doris and her husband Donald were 

both very active in the Detroit community outreach programs because 

of their affiliation with General Motors.  It was part of their culture to 

give back.  When they retired, the Gothards committed to continue giv-

ing back to their community. 

       Basic Info Submitted by Doris Gothard 

 

Al 

I found the tone of the October 2010 Companion to be both disturbing and disappointing.  A large portion of the October issue 

was devoted to religious jokes, anti-liberal references and Obama-hating articles.  I hardly consider this type of advocacy to be 

the charter of the Chevrolet Engineering Retirees Club.  Not all of us are political conservatives, Obama-haters or religious 

conservatives.  The general tone of the CERC Companion seems to have shifted lately and not for the better.  This reader 

would like to see less religion, less politics and more information related to our shared history at Chevrolet Engineering.  Not 

all employees at Chevrolet Engineering are middle-aged (and older) conservative white males.  If we wish to grow this organi-

zation then a little sensitivity and inclusiveness might be in order. 

Vincent Humann 

Response:  As  in my prior  response to Fred Schaafsma, and directly to you, thank you for caring enough to contact me.  While 

I do apologize for any offense to you or other CERC members, I believe present  attitudes and public moods are of interest to 

most of we retirees, as is some humor.  I have yet to receive a member support submission for our current administration’s poli-

cies relative to taxes and spending to review or publish.  Even more welcome would be CEC building and personnel informa-

tion, as I, having left Chevrolet in ’70 or ’71, have repeatedly requested here and personally at  our Gazebo lunches.  

Alan Thebert; Editor 
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   Don and Elaine Hoffman      Sam and Ida Lucido 

Chuck Halpin   John Stier    Paul Nagel  Tom Simpson 

Ellen Verduyn    Marie Freda  Carol Walker   Phyllis MacLeod 

Carl Rust   Phil Rometch   Ken Deer   Raghu Singh 
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CERC CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Tuesday, December 14th, 2010 
At the Gazebo, 13 Mile & Mound Road 

Doors open 11:00 am (to 4:00 pm) 

 

Open bar – 11:30 to 2:30 

Music by Wally Duda; Dining & Dance 

Buffet dinner service begins at 12 Noon 

 

$25.00 per person 

Reservations due; December 8th 

No refund after; December 9th 

Checks payable to: CERC PARTY 

Mail to: P.O. Box 58 

Warren, MI 48090 

 

Menu 

Beef Pot Roast w/Gravy Vegetables 

Baked Tilapia w/Garlic Dill Butter 

Chicken Supreme; Boneless Filet, Parmesan Herb Sauce, Mushrooms 

Redskin Potatoes, Smashed with Garlic 

Broccoli w/Cheddar Side Sauce 

Veggie Tray w/Dip, Tossed Salad 

Rolls and Butter 

Fruit Tray items 

SPECIAL DESSERT 

 

Huge Free Christmas Raffle (No 50/50 Raffle) 

Over 70 Cash Prizes to be awarded 

 

There will be no advance table reservations accepted. 

 

Overflow parking use National City Bank lot, 1st drive North 

of Gazebo, pull around toward dumpsters near 13 Mile Rd. 


