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Compiled for the Companion by Tom Zebehazy 

 
NOTE: For this issue of the Companion, I was able to speak to two of our decorated WW II veterans 
to get additional information about their tour of duty. In future issues I will be writing articles on our 
other veterans. I have already received a few responses on the form that was published in the May-
June issue of the Companion. If you would like a copy of the form, please send me an e-mail 
(tomzeb2@aol.com) or call me on 248-342-5079 and I will mail you a copy. 
 
Richard (Dick) L. Jones: Dick is better known to 
his friends as “Jonesy.” He served in the U.S, Navy 
from January 1943 to February 1946. He did his 
basic training at the Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station and became a Motor Machinist Mate 
aboard the USS PCE 845. His job was to run the 
ships main and auxiliary engines along with other 
engineering equipment. He served over a year 
each in the South Atlantic and South Pacific. 
 
The USS PCE 845, a Patrol Craft Escort, was 185 
feet long with a 33 foot beam. The ship was 
commissioned in 1943 and Dick picked up the ship 
in New Orleans after it sailed down the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers after being built in Chicago. He 
participated in the shakedown cruises from the Sub 
Chase Training Center in Miami, Florida. The ship 
held 100 men and nine officers and was renamed 
the USS Worland after WW II. 
 

         

Dick remembered a few more interesting stories from his time in the Navy. When they were in Recife, 
Brazil, they chased a German sub all the way to Africa. His ship dropped depth charges on many 
occasions, but they had no proof that they ever sunk anything. 
 
Dick spent the most time in the Philippines and remembered a time they were anchored near 
Zamboanga. They went swimming off the boat and didn‟t really concern themselves with the fact 
there were sharks in the area, but there were guys on-board with rifles waiting to shoot any sharks 
they might see. 
 
There was very little reading material on the ship and they would do anything to get something to 
read. Dick remembers a time when they were off the island of Mindoro and there was an Army Air 
Force Bomber Group stationed there. They were not allowed to drink beer on the ship, but when they 
went to the island, they were allowed to take two beers with them. Since Dick was only 19, he would 
trade his beers for reading material. 
 
During his sailings, Dick crossed the equator and International Date Line a couple of times. There is a 
naval tradition where the guys that had crossed these lines before would haze those that hadn‟t. The 
hazing consisted of getting beat on the rear by a paddle or being chased down the deck with a high 
pressure water hose. 
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WW II Veteran Information, continued from P. 2 

 

Dick Jones (cont.) Dick also recalls that their ship had a pet monkey that one of the sailors 

brought aboard from one of the islands. Unfortunately, the monkey‘s days were numbered when 

he got into the sugar and was caught by the cook, who proceeded to throw him overboard.  

 

Dick left the Pacific aboard the aircraft carrier USS Saratoga from Pearl Harbor to San Francisco 

and after three days he boarded a train back to the Great Lakes Naval Training Station where he 

was discharged. He went back to work at Chevrolet and after only one week, he requested a 

week off to get married to his wife, Joyce. They have been married now for 64 years. 

 
For his service, Dick received the WWII Victory Medal, Medal Set Asian-Pacific Campaign, Philippine 
Liberation Medal, American Campaign and the European-African Middle Eastern Campaign Medals. 

 

Dick retired as a Body Design Engineer in 1980 after 38 years with Chevrolet. He then came back and 
worked on the Corvette for three years and then three more years on Trucks. He remembers work sharing 

his Truck job with Jack Golding with each of them working 5 days and then taking 5 days off.  

Bill Pronivich: Served in the U.S. Navy from February 

1945 to August 1946 as a Gunner‘s Mate Third Class. 

When he was 16 years old and still in Pershing High 

School, Bill forged his birth certificate to show that he 

was 17 so that he could enlist, but his parents wouldn‘t 

agree. When he really turned 17, they signed the 

paperwork that allowed him to enlist. He did his basic 

training at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station.  

 

Bill traveled to San Francisco to meet up with the USS 

Argonne AG31. The Argonne was a repair ship that was 

built in 1920 and was in Pearl Harbor when the Japanese 

attack took place. It was 448 feet long with a 68 foot 

beam. It held a compliment of 398 men.  

 

Bill spent his time in the South Pacific near the end of the 

war and saw limited action. He was stationed on a 22 mm 

machine gun and got to fire on enemy planes a few times. 

He was part of the occupation forces that were present in Japanese waters during the signing of the peace treaty and Bill 
was able to spend some time in Tokyo. 

 

After leaving Japan, Bill spent about six months in Hawaii decommissioning the Argonne. He especially remembers that 

his commanding officer was a very good guy. The ship made its last trip to California with Bill aboard and was taken out 
of service on 15 July 1946. Bill was awarded the WWII Victory Medal, the American Area Campaign Medal and the 

Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal. 

 
Bill was a body designer and retired after 31 years with Chevrolet. He is especially proud of the 1963 Corvette body 

design work that he did on metal plate. He wished he would have kept a ‘63 Corvette to remember his work. After 

retirement, Bill worked for about five years at Chrysler.  
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Minutes of June 8, 2010 CERC Board meeting. It was the 100 th meeting held at the Gazebo Banquet center. 

The Gazebo prepared   a special punch drink in commemoration of the occasion.  (Ed: Elsie Mize’ suggestion)  
 

In attendance for the Board meeting were: Gil Opaleski, Ed Verduin, Mal Hanson, Al Thebert, Joe Orlando, 

Dick Verduyn and Pat Carollo.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:46 PM by President Gil Opaleski.  
 

Reading of the April 13, 2010 Minutes was dispensed with and accepted as published in the June 2010 issue of 

the Companion.  There was no ―Old Business‖.  
 

Gil did have an invite to the GM Proving Grounds to test drive several cars. He gave a copy to each committee 

chairman offering a similar invite.  He also informed us that a ride and drive is also available at the GM Tech 

Center.  
 

Gil received a request from GMRA (General Motors Retiree Association) to come to one of our meetings and 

give a talk on their organization. Gil will write to them asking for a summary of what they propose to talk 

about and get back with us for approval.  
 

The mystery of Edwin Cheek was brought up. Who is he? Several documents exist regarding him but no one 

knows who he is. He has not joined the CERC but has apparently attended past luncheons. He signed up to 

attend the June luncheon but did not show.  
 

REPORTS  
 

Treasurer, Dick Verduyn presented a 5-page report which showed a Beginning Balance of $11,565 and an 

Ending Balance of $10,467.  
 

Companion Editor presented a 6-point report: 1. Companion costs; 2. Measures to facilitate online distribution; 

3. Regarding hard copy hold list; 4. Webmaster coordination of Companion send list; 5. Equipment update; 6. 

Online bounce back addresses discussion.  
 

Membership Chairman, Joe Orlando reported that we had 570 members beginning in April, we added 3 new 

members for an ending total of 573 members.  
 

Store Chairman, Mal Hanson presented a report. Mal concludes that his stock is about where he considers 

adequate with no need to add to it presently.  
 

EVENTS  
 

The 50/50 Raffle Winners: 1 st – Bob Roth; 2 nd – Lil Anderson; 3 rd – Ron Stockel  

 

Polo Shirt Winners: William Hausman, Norm Wilke, & Ron Loch  

 

First Timer: Andy Herman  

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 2:36 pm.  
 

Pat Carollo, CERC Secretary (29JN20)  
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Third place  -  Ron Stockel                                                            Second -  Lil  Anderson         First  -  Bob Roth Third place  -  Ron Stockel                                                            Second -  Lil  Anderson         First  -  Bob Roth 

Andy Hermann                               Ron Loch (with Mal Hanson & Gil Opaleski)  Absent - Norm Wilke & Wm Hausman 

From: "Jackie d Olinger‖  Please Ladies! do not let this upset you! I'm just jesting with you....  Jackie…..Doctors Advise 
 

 Woman goes to the doctor, beaten black and blue. 
 

Doctor: "What happened?" 

 

Woman: "Doctor, I don't know what to do. Every time my husband comes home tired and angry, he beats me to a pulp." 
 

Doctor: "I have a real good medicine for that. When your husband comes home tired and angry, just take a glass of sweet tea and 

start swishing it in your mouth.   Just swish and swish but don't swallow until he goes to bed and is asleep." 
 

Two weeks  later the woman comes back to the doctor looking fresh and reborn. 
 

Woman: "Doctor, that was a brilliant idea! Every time my husband came home in that condition, I swished with sweet tea.  I swished 

and swished, and he didn't touch me!" 
 

Doctor: "You see how much keeping your mouth shut helps?" 
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By T. Rees Shapiro 

Saturday, May 29, 2010 

 

Navy Lt. John W. Finn, who received the Medal of Honor for 

mounting a daring counterattack on Japanese airplanes from 
an improvised machine gun post during the raid on Pearl 

Harbor, died May 27 at a veterans home in Chula Vista, Calif. 

No cause of death was reported. 

 

At 100, he was the oldest surviving recipient of the nation's 

highest honor for valor and was among the first to receive the 

award during World War II. 

 

On the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, then-Chief Petty Officer 

Finn was in charge of aviation ordnance and munitions at the 

Kaneohe Bay air station 15 miles from Pearl Harbor and 

Battleship Row. 
 

He was in bed with his wife, Alice, that Sunday when, just 

before 8 a.m., he heard the rumble of low-flying aircraft and 

sporadic machine gun fire coming from the hangar a mile 

away. 

 

Amid the confusion, he threw on a pair of dungarees and his 

chief hat, and started driving as calmly as possible to the 

nearby hangar, maintaining the base's 20-mph speed limit. 

 

"I got around, and I heard a plane come roaring in from 

astern of me. As I glanced up, the guy made a wing-over 

and I saw that big old red meatball, the rising sun insignia, 

 

Alice Finn 

admires the 

Medal of Honor 

awarded to her 

husband for his 

counterattack 

during the 
Japanese raid on 

Pearl Harbor. 

(U.s. Navy Via 

Associated 

Press)     

side of the wing," he said in an interview with Larry Smith for 

the 2003 book "Beyond Glory," an oral history of Medal of 

Honor recipients. "Well, I threw it into second, and it was a 

wonder I didn't run over every sailor in the air station." 

 
When Chief Petty Officer Finn arrived at the Kaneohe Bay 

station, he commandeered a heavy-caliber machine gun and 

set it up on a makeshift tripod of spare pipes -- out in the 

open, where he had a clear view to give the Japanese what he 

called a "warm welcome." 

 

He fired at wave after wave of strafing Japanese Zeroes for 

more than 2 1/2 hours, because, as he later said, "I didn't have 

enough sense to come in out of the rain." 

 

He was credited with bringing down one plane on his own, 

but he played down his achievement. "I can't honestly say I 
hit any," he told the San Diego Union-Tribune in 2001. "But I 

shot at every damn plane I could see." 

 

More than 2,400 service members and civilians died in the 

surprise attack, which led to the U.S. entry into World War II. 

By the end of the onslaught, Chief Petty Officer Finn had 

suffered more than 20 injuries, including a bullet wound in his 

left arm; a broken left foot; shrapnel to his chest, stomach, 

right elbow and thumb; and a laceration on his scalp. 

 

He finally left his improvised machine gun post under specific 
orders to seek medical attention. After a few bandages, he 

returned to the hangar to help rearm returning planes. He later 

spent two weeks in the hospital recovering from his wounds. 

 

Nine months later, on Sept. 15, 1942, he was awarded the 

Medal of Honor by Pacific commander Adm. Chester W. 

Nimitz on the deck of the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise in 

Pearl Harbor. Of the 15 Medal of Honor recipients from Pearl 

Harbor, 14 were for rescue attempts. His award was the only 

one awarded for combat. 

 

John William Finn, a plumber's son, was born July 23, 1909, 
in Los Angeles. He dropped out of school after the seventh 

grade and enlisted in the Navy at 17. He became an officer 

shortly after receiving the Medal of Honor. 

 

After retiring in 1956 at the rank of lieutenant, he moved onto 

a 93-acre ranch in the desert outside San Diego, where he 

raised cattle, horses and chickens, and ran a scrap yard with 

his wife. She died in 1998. Survivors include a son, Joseph. 

 

Lt. Finn said he found his occupation peaceful, and above all 

was pleased to have "a place to ride my motorcycle, shoot my 
guns on my own property and collect my junk." 

 

                                      XXX 

Ed. Note:  EAA (Oshkosh) invites veterans to record their 

personal aviation story as part of EAA‘s Timeless Voices of 

Aviation program, as seen online at 

www.TimelessVoices.org.  Any veteran interested in 

contributing to aviation history is asked to directly contact the 

program coordinator, Zach Baughman, at 920-426-6837.  

javascript:void(popitup('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/photo/postphotos/orb/metro/2010-05-29/index.html?imgId=PH2010052804480&imgUrl=/photo/2010/05/28/PH2010052804480.html',650,850))
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The BUICK  LaCrosse, 

 

provided for CERC  

 

luncheon attendees  to  

 

evaluate exterior and  

 

interior  styling and op- 

 

erational features.  Also  

 

provided for similar   

 

viewing was this bright 

 

red 2011  Camaro. 

Paul Huzzard, in the LaCrosse                                        2011 Camaro 

Marie and Mal Hanson, unpacking CERC store goods                                               Angie Orlando 
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            Subject: the meaning of "SERVICE" 

 

            Confused!      I became very confused when I heard   the word  "service" used with these agencies: 

                  

            Internal Revenue 'Service'  

            United States Postal  'Service'  
            Telephone 'Service'  

            Cable  TV 'Service'   

            Civil  'Service'  

            City,  State  & Public 'Service'  

 

            This  is not what I thought 'service' meant.  

 

            But then, I overheard two farmers  talking, and one of them said he had  hired a bull to  'service'   his cows.   

              

             BAM!!!   It all came into focus.    NOW I understand what all those agencies are doing to us. 

 
 

GM‘s Mesa, AZ Proving Ground Ttimeline Highlights 
 

 

          POLK COUNTY  FLORIDA SHERIFF GRADY JUDD  

     
 An illegal alien in Polk County Florida who got pulled over in a routine traffic stop ended up 
'executing' the deputy who stopped him. The deputy was shot eight times, including once behind his 
right ear at close range. Another deputy was wounded and a police dog killed. A state-wide 
manhunt ensued.  
     The murderer was found hiding in a wooded area and as soon as he took a shot at the SWAT 
team, officers opened fire on him. They hit the guy 68 times. Naturally, the liberal media went nuts 
and asked why they had to shoot the poor undocumented immigrant 68 times.  Sheriff Grady Judd 
told the Orlando Sentinel: 'Because that's all the ammunition we had.' Now, is that just about the all-
time greatest answer or what!  
     The Coroner also reported that the illegal alien died of natural causes. When asked by a reporter 
how that could be since there were 68 bullet wounds in his body, he simply replied "when you are 
shot 68 times you are naturally gonna die." 

1937, Jan. 01—GM opens a 5 acre lab 

at 20th & Roosevelt Streets for hot 

weather testing of cars & components. 

 

1951—GM buys 2,280 acres east of 
Williams Air Force Base. 

 

1952—Testing begins, early Corvette. 

 

1953—Official PG opening.  First GM   

A/C car, a Cadillac, produced. 

 

1972—First (2) female test drivers, 

Sherry Cromwell & Jeanett Jenkins, 

begin such work assignment. 

 

1974—PG expanded by 2000+ acres. 

1988—GM‘s solar-powered ―Sunraycer‖ 

sets world electric car speed record, of 

nearly 75 MPH. 

 

1998—GM announces $52 million 
upgrade at Mesa, as part of $1.5 billion 

worldwide modernization. 

 

1999—GM reports it logs a yearly total  

test mileage exceeding 14 million miles at 

the Mesa facility. 

 

2000, June 17—GM announces a plan to 

close the Mesa facility in 2002, moving 

operations to Mexico. 

 

2004—GM states it will remain in Mesa, 

but  sells the southern third of of the PG 

property. 

 

2006 (Late)—GM sell its remaining 

3200 acres to Scottsdale-based DMB 
Associates for $265 million. 

 

2007,  June 28—GM announces it will 

move test operations to the U. S. 

Army‘s Yuma, AZ, Proving Ground, & 

build a $120 million facility there. 

 

2009 (Spring & summer)—Mesa 

operations wind down. 

 

Above acknowledged from the June 12, 

2009 issue of the Arizona Republic. 
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Al Thebert, Mal & Marie  Hanon, Joe Orlando (24JN)                  Warren Galbraith                                      Albert Bederka 

      Barbara Zynda                       Carlotta Aureelia             Lillian Anderson                  Jim and Kay Matthews  

Werner Baumgartner              Vince Lauro               Vicki Kordel            Tom Brender                     Dave Pair         Dale Pascoe 

Carl Vogel   Ray Culbertson   Terry Dowhan    Ron Loch             Tom Collins                       Vito Messina          Jim Hall 
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  Engineer put muscle in Chevys; (dies July 7,  2010) 
 

Most Detroiters would never be able to pick Richard Keinath out 

of a lineup. Most don't even recognize his name, which rarely 

appears in automotive history books. 

 

But they've likely been passed by his handiwork on the highway. 

 

And along Woodward Avenue this weekend, there will be 

memorials rumbling, burbling and ticking their valves powerfully 
in memoriam to Richard "Dick" Keinath, who lived for years in 

Rochester Hills. The mind behind many legendary Chevrolet 

engines died Wednesday after a long battle with cancer. He was 

82. He is survived by his wife, Maureen, and other family 

members. 

 

Keinath, like hundreds of thousands of General Motors Co. 

employees, was the sweat behind the company logo and part of 

the machine that was once a dominating force in the automotive 

industry. His career spanned 1950 to 1983; he rose through the 

ranks to chief engine engineer in 1971.  
 

For 33 years, he toiled behind the scenes, working on the first V-8 

to go into a Corvette -- in 1955. He may not have garnered much 

credit (those jobs require the contributions of many), but he 

deserves some. His career touched so many great and important 

vehicles that it's hard to overlook. 

 

"People need to know the achievements of Dick Keinath," said 

Dave Kimble, a longtime friend and fellow engineer. "He is the 

man, the creator of 20 years of classic cars." 

 

Keinath's work powered Chevrolet for decades and is the base for 
many classic cars still on the road. 

 

His contributions to the Corvette helped land him on Zora Arkus-

Duntov's team as the engine man and later project manager. His 

first project: Turn the 283-cubic-inch engine into the Chevy 302-

cubic-inch V-8 and the 327-cubic-inch V-8. Both became the 

muscle behind a new 1967 sports coupe called the Camaro. 

 

He also played a significant role in creating the "W" engines, the 

first engines completed at the new Technical Center in Warren 

after it opened in 1956. 
 

Mark DeSantis, who met Keinath in 2000, said he had heard of 

him decades earlier. 

 

"When I was a kid, I wrote to GM to ask about their engines, and 

they sent me the copy of a Society of Automotive Engineers 

article written by Dick Keinath," said DeSantis, a radiologist. 

"Then, when a friend asked me if I could help out his friend, Dick 

Keinath, I remembered the article, which I still have." 

 

DeSantis befriended Keinath, in part, because of their mutual love 

for Chevrolet. 

DeSantis and others say Keinath's crowning achievement came 

in 1963 when he modified a 409-cubic-inch engine and created 

the Big Block 427. 
 

The massive engine, the equivalent to a 7-liter V-8 today, 

allowed legendary racer Junior Johnson to rip a 166 miles-per-

hour hole in NASCAR -- 5 mph faster than anyone else. 

 

The Daytona Mystery engine was born. Keinath had designed 

the engine's final pieces in just a few days, Kimble said. 
 

"Every year back then in NASCAR, the engines just kept getting 

bigger, so while most of the engine was done, he had to wait for 

NASCAR to announce what the legal displacement would be for 

the coming race season," Kimble said. "When they did, he went 

home and designed the final pieces over the weekend." 

 

Keinath likely became an engineer long before graduating from 

Michigan State University in 1950, he recalled in his book "Fast 

Chevys." Keinath, a Michigan farm boy, said, "We did our own 
mechanical work back then. I was rebuilding engines when I 

was about 14 or 15 years old." 

 

During his career, Keinath worked alongside many well-known 

names at GM, such as Arkus-Duntov, the father of the Corvette, 

and Donald McPherson, who would later become vice president 

of all North American operations. 

 

When one friend left GM and headed to Dearborn in the late 

1970s to work with Ford Motor Co., he tried to recruit Keinath, 

who was preparing to retire. 
 

DeSantis recounts the story: "Dick couldn't do it, even though he 

would have been a lot better off in the long run. He asked him, 

'How can I work at Ford? I'm a Chevy man.'?" 

 

/sburgess@detnews.com <mailto:sburgess@detnews.com>/ 

 

The family of  Frank Andrews has asked that Frank‘s GM  

service time, cited in the June  Companion  as ―40-plus‖ years, 

be ammended to ―50-plus‖.  The caller did not specify Frank‘s 

actual GM time nor military service time contribution.  

Whatever his GM time detail, Frank‘s service to GM and the 
USA is recognized and admired.                                                                                

Whence  Father’s Day?    (From  Marie and Mal 

Hanson) 
 

1909—Sonora Dodd, Confederate soldier‘s daughter, hears a 

Mother‘s Day sermon.  June 19, 1910, Spokane, WA, 1st one.  

1913—U.S. Congress ignores Father‘s Day bill.  1926—

Father‘s Day Committee formed.  1956—First Congressional 

Resolution to recognize Father‘s Day.  1966— President 

Lyndon Johnson issues a Presidential Proclamation, to be 3rd 

Sunday of June.  1972—President Richard Nixon signs into law 

Johnson‘s Proclamation.  1977—Sonora Dodd dies at age 96. 
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Jack Aurelia                 Barbara Zynda         Carlotta  Aurelia                 Elsie Mize 

                        Ed and Joan Konwinski                                                               Jewel and Gerry Nagel 

              Ron Marentette                                                          Al Hess                                                              Sam Lucido 
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NEW MEMBER 
  

BORCK, Donald                                  251 955-2920 

22646 Tranquil Ln. 

Foley, AL 36535 

donnlyn44@gulftel.com 

  

REACTIVATED 
  

DEMERS,  Leo and Patricia                 586 776-8855 

22847 Poplar Beach Ln. 

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

leo.demers.com 

NEW MEMBER 
  

BORCK, Donald                                  251 955-2920 

22646 Tranquil Ln. 

Foley, AL 36535 

donnlyn44@gulftel.com 

  

REACTIVATED 
  

DEMERS,  Leo and Patricia                 586 776-8855 

22847 Poplar Beach Ln. 

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

leo.demers@gmail.com 

GOLF LEAGUE PLAYERS MISSING 
  

Comissioner Braden Requests Assistance in Contacting: 

  

Golfers who gave no phone number (& not in Directory)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

     DEARY,Rich 

     MOLNAR, Dick 
     WASHINGTON, Jim                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Golfer with bad phone number (& gave no email) 

     TUREK, Fred 
  

Jack asks that anyone knowing how to contact any 

of the four men listed advise him at 586 786-0572.

 

1. After 2+ years as editor I now compose The 

Companion    using MS Publisher 2007 and MS Office 
2010, then conversion to PDF for publication.  There 

should be no detrimental effect online. 

2. Online distribution to all CERC members who have 
submitted an email address WILL be accomplished 

soon.  Many addresses are not good; verify yours to our 

Webmaster, Ken Deer, at deerken@gmail.com.‘ 

3. GM reps, 08JN10 luncheon guests provided decent AV 
equipment and provided solid information: 

4. A. The salaried retiree benefit fund is under funded by   

much less than is the hourly fund, somewhat due to the 
fewer salaried retirees, a 4 to 1 ratio. 

5. GM has established a website solely for retirees, at 

www.gmretiree.com, to inform retirees on Benefits,     
Retiree Clubs, Marketplace Discounts, etc.  Do check it  

out. 

6. There remains no Divisional engineering responsibility 

or authority. 
7. During the luncheon I requested information (and 

photos) concerning past and future usage of the CEC 

building.  If and when provided as semi-promised, 
you‘ll see it in a future issue. 

8. Mal & Marie Hanson, Joe Orlando, and I attended a 

ride and drive vehicle comparison event 24JN10 at the 

GM Milford Proving Ground.  A defined road and test 
pad course provided areas for acceleration, hard 

braking, cone evasion and abrupt lane change driving, 

as well as road driving.  (It was nice to return to my pre
-retirement ‗80-‘84 work site, although the loss of the 

old Divisional distinctivness hurt a bit.) 
9. Again, in this issue, there is no  Women’s Page.  

Will someone please help me out in this regard? 

10.   Back to the Companion, you may notice 

uncorrected errors here  and there, in items I 
prefer to use as  9. submitted, whether hand noted 

or emailed, in order to enhance the authors‘ 

individualities. 
11.  Let‘s hope GM does not repeat past product 

problems, with the all new Buick Regal, by its 

release before its main feature, turbo performance, 
is available.  Consider the Aztec, without 4WD for 

so long the low sales killed it.  And the AWD 

CAR (not SUV) we had in 1988-89, then dropped 

for years, until it became a luxury feature on most 
competitive makes and Cadillac released late.               

My 1987 Buick Regal T-Type, with turbocharger still  
working at 19,000 miles.  Send me by email photos 

of  YOUR special ride, as did Joe Vlk, for inclusion 

(if seversl) as a special feature page. 
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  Alexl Nicholas                                                          Ken Hewitt                         Gil Opalaeski 

Bill Wiede                          Gib Hufstader                                 ernie Krakk                      Richard Cunningham 

 

 

 

 

 Delightful 

 

 ladies 

 

 everyone 

 

 already 

 

 knows. 

 

 



14 

Remember?       From Ron Swanson and Frank Gordon               Editor: Ray Eyeres,  Women‘s Editor:  Marie Dunford 



15 

 

      Vern Brown                                 Larry :Lang                                 Dwight Bliss                   Norm Sholler 

Angie Orlando                             Toni Leach                                     Ron and Genevieve Stockel 

                        Randy  Arickx  (GM)                 Marsha  Hall-Jenkins (GM)      Mal Hanson                    Pamela  Flores  (GM) 
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2009 CERC OFFICERS 

President   Vice President 
Gil Opaleski   Rev. Ed Verduin 
4789 Lorwood Dr  28076 Palomino Ave. 
Smiths Creek, MI 48074 Warren, MI 48093  
(810) 989-2564             reveddievee@wow 
Opaleski401@comcast       way.com 
.net                                     (586) 558-4519 
Treasurer            Secretary 

Dick Verduyn            Pat Carollo                         
41841 Pond View Dr         14243 Lakeshore 
Strl Hts, MI 48314          Sterling Hts, MI 48313 
(586) 739-4488          (586) 247-4477 
verduyn@aol.com      patcarollo@wowway.com 

 

COMMITTEES 

    Webmaster Editor 
Companion Editor        Ken Deer 
Alan Thebert         8552 Charles Ct. 
11826 Forest Glen Ln    Sterling Hts., MI 48312  
Shelby Twp., MI 48315  586 264-7466 
(586) 786-6611              deerken@gmail.com 
althebert@comcast.net   
    Store Sales 
Luncheon            Mal Hanson 

Ray Culbertson  30151 Barbary Ct 
44117 Dylan            Warren, MI 48093 
Strl Hts, MI 48314  (586) 751-0865 
(586) 323-1292             hansonm9@comcast.net 
rayandrosetta@sbcglobal.net    
    Membership 
Golf Outing   Joe Orlando 
Jack Braden   2057 Shady Dr 
876 Edgemont Park  Warren, MI 48092 
GrPte Park, MI 48230 (586) 751-8592 
(586) 786-0572               jporlando@comcast.net  
 
50/50 Raffle   50/50 Raffle 
Elsie Mize   Dave Dolby 
36844 Arlene Dr           1835 Spring Grove Dr 
Strl Hts, MI 48310  Blmfd Hls, MI 48304 
(586) 979-9792  (248) 853-5963 
            davidadolby@aol.com 
Christmas Party             GM Retiree Relations 
Barbara Zynda         Pam Flores, GM Com. 
4819 Stelwell Dr         300 Ren. Cen  
ren, MI 480                      MC: 482-C29-B24                
(586) 751-8806        Detroit, MI300 
ZyndaB@aol.com              (313) 667-1420 

 

NEXT CERC LUNCHEON MEETING 

Date:          Tuesday, August 10, 2010 
Where:           The Gazebo Banquet Center 
Time:          11:30 AM „til ????? 
Cost:           $11.00 In advance by 06AU10 
           Check: Payable to “CERC” and sent to:   

Luncheon, PO Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 
 

LUNCHEON MENU - CASH BAR 
- Chicken scaloppini  
- Smoked pork loin w/ apple bourbon sauce 
-     Baked Tilapia w/ Garlic Dill Butter 
-     Honey Glazed Carrots 
- Potato, Chive Seasoned Baby Round 

             -     Tossed salad w/Assorted Dressings 
- Vegetable Tray w/ Dip, Fresh Fruit Tray 
- Assorted Relishes & Salads 
-     Fresh Rolls & Butter, Coffee, Tea, Milk 
- Deserts, fruit, white and chocolate puddings 

 

CERC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name: _________________________________ 
 
Spouse: _______________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ 
 
State: _____________ Zip Code: ___________ 
 
Home Phone: ___________________________ 
 
Email Address: __________________________ 
 
If you change address seasonally, you must so 

advise your local P.O. to forward mail.  Advise 
CERC (Joe Orlando) of all other changes, at 
CERC, P.O. Box 58, Warren, MI 48090. 
 
I worked at/for CEC, 19 ___ to 19 ___ 
 
CEC Dep‟t.: ___________Site______________ 
 
Retired from GM: 19 ____Where?___________ 
 

Group/Div.______________________________  
 

Yearly Dues $15.00 (Jan 1st to Dec 31st) 
To be paid by Feb. 28, 2010!!  

Make “DUES” check payable to CERC 
Send to Dues, P.O. Box 58, Warren, MI 48090 


